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FRANK BUCHMAN 


BY ALAN THORNHILL^ 

Frank Buchman stood amid the green, gently rolling Fill': of 
Pennsylvama It is the countryside m which he was bom and 
brought up, and it was the spot where his parents he buned 
and where he himself hopes one day to rest Gripped by deep 
emotion he stood for many mmuies in silence Then quietly 
he repeated to himself several times the words “I have been 
wonderfully led ” 

Many have set themselves to charactense the hfc and work of 
this man Between them they have all but exhausted the vocabu- 
lary of love and loyalty and of hatred and prejudice as well His 
own verdict on his hfe is strangely unaffected by either It is 
always the same, “I have been wonderfully led ’ 

The man who uses these words so simply and so naturally hves 
m the full imdstrcam of the twentieth century He loves humamty, 
not m the abstract but in the railway carnage He can take up lus 
abode m any one of thirty different capitals, and live and move 
among friends as though he had been there half his days hi count- 
less homes great and small he is at home He loves hfe because 
to him hfe is always people He enjoys pleasures and he turns pam 
to rich account To him every occasion from the simplest meal to 
the history-makmg event is somethmg to be savoured and 
expenenced and used to the very full somethmg to be woven 
into the texture of a great over-arching plan 

He IS a man of his age, yet no man has more vigorously 
countered the prevailmg trends of his age In an age of mass 

* Formerly Fellow of Hertford College Oxford and author of the mdusmal 
play and film The Forgotten Factor(xc footnote page 158) 
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Kutcriilum he lus fought to put people before dungj In an age of 
sclf-scehmg individualism he has demonstrated die effectiveness of 
selfless tcamvvorL In an age of Godless dretatorships he lias rc- 
kmdlcd the militant heart ofdemocrac}'. 

For die full understanding ofhti workst is above all necessar)' to 
bear m mind tvvo dungs. Pint: die fccj’ to it is to be found not m 
dicor>' but m experience. How dut cxpcnencc first came to him 
IS told, partly m lus own vv ords, at die end of dus book.* How tliat 
cxpcnencc lias blossomed and borne fhut through the >can the 
reader of dus book will be able to judge for himself Tlic second 
pome IS dus‘ for Frank Buclimana pcnonal knowledge of Christ 
IS not a thmg to be folded awray and sccrctlj treasured, it is to be 
put to work for others "The best way to keep an cxpcnencc of 
Christ IS to pass it on," he says; and he sees no hmit to its effective- 
ness m a world where nulliom m every nation arc athint for 
spintual reality. 

Among die gifts bestowed on Frank Buchman u the rare ability 
to give his full heart to the mdmduab who surround him and at 
the same time always to mameam the penpectivc of national and 
w orld-wrde needs And the answer for one is the answer for both 
Samt Augustmc once said that he never had any difiiculty m 
bclicvmg in miracles smcc he had expcnaiccd die miracle of 
change in his own heart ForFrankBuchmanthcrehasncvcrbcen 
the shadow of a doubt that the Power which changed him was 
able to change the world 

And so It IS that m an age of revolutions he has fostered the 
greater revolution, which anaapates and answers all other revo- 
lutions by dealmg radically and constnicuvely with the hearts of 
men In an age of ideologies he has given compelling expression to 
the one ideology which, because it answ ers the deepest needs m 
human nature, is as umvcrsal as human nature and so offers the 
one hope of umty to a tom and divided world 


• See page 254- 



FRANK BtJCHMAN 


The ongmator of the Oxford Group and of the programme of 
Moral Re-Armament ^\as bom on 4 June, 1878, m Pennsburg 
Pennsylvania His family "was cradled and nurtured m a love of 
hbcity Two hundred years ago his Swiss ancestors left their home 
m St Gallai and sought freedom and opportunity m the youthful 
State of Pennsylvania Today these dmvmg, thrifty “Pennsylvama 
Dutch” communities, svith their mm Cinnhouscs and their gaily- 
pamted bams their spotless kitchens, and their lovingly tended 
churches and churchyards, still speak, of generations brouglit up 
Avith democracy m their blood Here are folk who reverence 
God and love hfe 

Frank Buchman still likes to take his friends to the simple, 
dignified streets of AlIento\vn and to show them his old home 
where as a boy he loved to pamt pictures, plan fishing trips and 
above all entertain his friends The Buchman home uas always 
fidl of people, and even now, after $0 many years if Frank returns 
on a visit he will not be there more than an hour or two before 
old school friends and neighbours begm to drop in and call Once 
as a boy, Frank escorted twelve guls to a dance not wanting any 
of them to miss the fun Mary the cook used to say you never 
could tell how many there woidd be for dinner because you never 
knew how many people Frank would meet in the street on his 
■ivay home 

Shortly after graduating from Muhlenberg College he went to 
hve m the poorest part of Philadelphia and there founded a hospice 
for orphans and destitute boys When, later on he ^vas appomted 
leader of rehgious work m Pennsylvania State College one of his 
best fiicnds was Bill Pickle the hatd-dnnkitig bootlegger, who 
not onl) changed his o^vn ways but powerfully affected genera- 
tions of students long after Buchman himself had left 

E' crythmg he is and docs sprmgs out of an all-consuming care 
for people “Have an intense preoccupation wth the mdiwdual 
he would say to his early fohowers m Oidord Hehasno 
use for the kind of Christian work that deals with crowds and 
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\ears later, m 1941, though tvur had stirred the raaal tensions in 
the coimtr}, the Hon Jan H. HofmcjT, Minis ter of finance and 
nght-hand man to General Smuts, and other promraent South 
Afecans, ssTote of that \’isit that it was “of national significant 
and start-^d a m:yor and contmuing infiuence for racial reconcilia- 
tion diroughout the sshole country, uhite and black, Dutch and 
Bntish.” 

As the -jears passed his work took on new scope and even 
greater urgcnc) I remember xs-alkmg wnth him on a golden 
English summer da) m the earl) ’thirties I remarked on the beauts 
of some anaent bmldmgs that we were passmg He broke m 
suddenl) , ’‘Yes, but in a few ) ears the) will be gone — ^unless we 
change ’ At that tune I thought he was mcrel) tr)Tng to startle me 
■with a figure of spcecL The traged) is $0 man) others thought 
so too 

Back and forth across the Atlantic, m America and Canada m 
Holland, Swioerland Scandmavu and man) other parts of the 
ssorld he trarelled, w orking imceasmgl) But he never travelled 
alone ^Thcre he had once gone quied) •with a handful of fiiends 
now he "was setting hundreds c\ en tboosands of vital, propagating 
men of faith on the move He showed a general s genius for mass- 
ing spmtual forces at the right place at the right tim e to make the 
greatest possible impact. "With him the ordmarj man found him- 
self domg cstraordinar) things Statesmen began actmg hke 
Christians Christians like statesmen. To man) a church leader he 
gave an cntnel) new co a c cp tiop of the fimiliar words * Like a 
mightv arm) moves the Churidi of God.” 

Few of his followe r s m diosc crow ded )'car 5 before the war 
realised the full significance of what, under Frank Buchman’s 
leadership the\ were bang inspired to build. Thev humedlj 
packed their bags and moved to and fro across the w orld Thes 
hs cd m CTow ded streets and spaaous homes The) addressed huge 
asscnibhes and their words were translated into man) languages 
Among them as the) worked andjoumej-edtogetha there might 
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be an cx-agitator from East London or a lady-m-wa:tmg to the 
Queen, a group of Arm^ officers or Trade Union leaders, a courtly 
onental philosopher or a raw, lumbimctious American “teen- 
ager” It made no difference They were all part ofa world-wde 
fanuly They were a classless soaety They s\cre true democracy 
ui action They learnt the difrercnce between the httle thmgs they 
could do alone and the magnificent things they might do together 
With some pam as well as much joy they discovered the fascina- 
tion and power of a team “He is a big frog m, a httle pond,” 
Frank Buchman would say of some worthy but inflated mdi- 
viduahst And, m a whimsical afterthought, he added once, “The 
Oxford Group is a big lake where a lamb can wade and an 
elephant can swim ”■ 

And all the tune, w hole totahtanan forces were nsmg to conquer 
the earth, men of every colour and creed, imder Frank Buchman 's 
leadership, were actually learning and hvuig and creating a great 
answering ideology While harassed statesmen talked democracy, 
Buchman went around the w orld budding it While other nations 
being enslaved he worked and fought that whole nations be 
mspued While the world piled up arms, he called and planned for 
tnoral and spmtual re-armament on as grand a scale 

War came, mvolvmg thousands of the men of Moral Re- 
Armamcnt While like milhons of others they gave their sweat 
^d blood on battlefield and lonely outpost, they could also give 
a further thmg, the fiuit of dieir umque training 
Meanwhile others fought steaddy on. the home front Passions 
^ high m wartime, often obscuring the true nature of world 
trends Those who spent the war years with ftank Buchman can 
'vitness to the unerring penetration with which time and again he 
through the immediate crisis to die greater issues lying 
cyond Evidence of this is m his speeches of the period They 
reveal i deep conviction fiiat, fer beyond die outcome of die 
®^ed struggle, the fate of democracy depended on the fid! 
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mobiUsauou of the moral and spmtiul strength v.hich is hers by 
nght Onlj so could democracy' outstrip the ideologies of 
matenalism(v.hetherofBerlniorofMoscov.) and, purified and 
inspired, give peace and longed-for sccimty to the people of the 
•world. 

Moral Re-Armament emerged from thexi'ar stronger than e\er 
Not dut adverse cntiasm had at thu or at any other time been 
larVitig How could it be otherwise^ frank Buchman’s is orfc had 
not only made complacent people uncomfortable, it had also 
flimg a challenge to the forces ofrcvoluoonary'inatenahsm'vvith 
their txmsaous and uncomaous alhes Nomformedobservern-as 
surprised nhen the counter-attacks came. A scmor Army officer 
once analysed the t^*pe of opposition encountered by' Moral 
Re- Armament He noted that it dren fire equally finm Nazis and 
Communists, from the ertreme nght and extreme left m pohocs, 
from aggresnve atheists and nairon ecclesiasacs It had been 
charged with bemg both imhtansoc and paofistic. Certain ele- 
mests m labour denounced it as anQ-union; certam elements m 
management as pro-union. “Nothing”, this officer concluded, 
“but a potentially vast moral and spmmal rcfbrmaaon of global 
proportions could possibly be honoured by antagonisms so 
venomous and contradictory* m character, and so n orld-mde m 
scope.” 

frank Buchman, •while he has never courted cndcism, has ncs er 
feared ic. His answer has been that of Abraham lancoln “With 
firmness m the nght as God gives us to sec die nght, let us strive on 
to firush the w ork w e arc in.” He has beheved that the onlv con- 
clusive lepK to ennasm is the quality of his life’s w ork; and that 
smee at the bar of history both he and his cnucs will be judged by 
their fruits, he has no reason to fear. Bemg Spint-led his work 
cannot be cut offfrom Its sources of power Bemg vitally Christian 
It has been ei'erywhcrc irrepressible. Its past record can be left to 
speak for itself What is more important now is to understand its 
strategic role m the s*ast struggle that hes ahead 
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One of the interesting aspects of Frank Bucliman’s •work is tlic 
way in which he has been inspired to create ind use ever new 
forms and patterns m wliich to express his message In the more 
leisured, spacious days of twenty to thirty years ago, there was the 
House Party” — an mformal gadicrmg of friends m a hotel or 
college or large country house, where countless people who would 
never have darkened the door of a church found a practical, work- 
ing faith m surroundmgs where they felt at home Later there were 
the great national and world gatherings where many o f the speeches 
m this book were dehvered In the crucial early \var years there 
were round-table conferences where men of management and 
labour met m a new atmosphere and ofren found a new approach 
to old embittered problems These led to the great world assem- 
bhes and ideological trauung centres at Mackinac Island in the 
State of Michigan and at Caux m Switzerland 
Most men tend mevitably to develop their work along the lines 
of the thmgs they themselves can do well Buchman’s work 
develops along the lines of the thmgs which he can mspire others 
to do better He does not now make many speeches He does not 
need to All over the world through books plays films and other 
mstruments teams he has framed arc Avinnmg men and nations to 
a supenor ideology 

In one mght the same play may be given m five different 
languages before the critical public of London’s West End man 
industnal neighbourhood of a great Italian city before an audience 
of diplomats m the Imperial Theatre m Tokyo m a Scandmavian 
university and for German mmers m the heart of the Ruhr From 
one end of the world to the other imlhons are attracted by the 
dramatic quahty of these plays they find there more than good 
theatre diey find hope an answer for diemselves and their nations 
and the chance of bccommg part ofa world force on the march 

This spirit finds expression m many vaned forms It may be a 
meeting m the vast hangar of an American airport an mter- 
national chorus singmg for Buddhist monks m Burma or on the 
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borders of the Sahara, a Nigerian audience watching a film under 
the starry vault of the African, night Everywhere the same fight 
goes on for the thinking and hvmg of the world 

Task forces of men and women tramed m the many phases of 
MRA, sometimes sever'l hundred strong, arc constantly at work 
m different parts of the globe "Wherever they go, often as guests 
of governments, aUvays working without pay, their task is the 
same to understand men and answer their deepest needs and 
aspirations Here, the result may be the solvmg of mdustnal con- 
flict and a rise m wages and production, there, age-old barriers of 
racial and national enmity crumble and vamsh Unity comes as 
bitterness gives place to the mighty positive of an all-out com- 
mitment, m Frank Buchman’s words, “to remake men and 
nations.” 

From every side come proofs of the gratitude mspired by the 
imtiator of Moral Re-Armament The highest decorations have 
been bestowed upon him by the governments of Greece, Japan, 
China Thailand, the Phdippincs In token of all that lie hid done 
for better relations between France and Germany he has been 
given the Legion of Honour £rom the French Government on the 
one hand, and on the other, at a time when he was m New Delhi 
with a force of two hundred, Frank Buchman received from the 
German Govenimcnt the Grand Cross of Ment of the German 
Order of Ment recognition of his significant work for peace 
and understanding between the nations” 

Such ofFiaal gestures reflect the gratitude of thousands upon 
tliousands, capitalists and communists, white, yellow and black, 
who ha\c received from Frank Buchman not only the vision of a 
changed and united world, but die means of bringing it to pass 

These s’aned developments of Frank Buchman’s work reveal a 
mmd free from the trammels of convention and precedent and a 
rare qualit) of self-effacing leadership. But there is sometliing 
more— one constant clement on which it all rests — a real, infec- 
tious and growang knowledge of the power of God This is the 
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essential equipment for anyone, be he teen-ager or octogenanan, 
who takes his place beside Frank Buchman on the world wide 
battlefront 

Countless lives have been bt on their way by occasional flashes 
of divine lUiunmation Many have followed a star But for Frank 
I Buchman it would be more trudiful to say that the detailed, con- 
I stant, accurate leadmg of God isasnaturaland powerful as dayhght 
\ It comes to him fresh every mommg, like the sunrise — as welcome 
and as me\itable No man would more readily admit that he is 
falhble, that he like other men can miss the way He would claim 
nothing for hmiself that is not available to everyone Yet no man, 
perhaps, m our generation has accepted so completely the guidance 
of God as the be-all and end-all of hving, as the golden thread 
ninning through every day 

The speeches m this volume were made ^vlthm the span of the 
last thirty years ‘Written for widel) -differing occasions and 
dehvered against the fast-changmg background of some of the 
most dramatic years m the world’s history, they none the less make 
lip a coherent whole 

It might be clauncd that by virtue of his personal achievement 
Frank Buchman had earned the nght to speak to the men and 
women of today But it is less by virtue of what he has done that 
he commands attention than by the burning relevance of what he 
has to say For m these days powerful ideologies, many of them 
as seductive as they are f^se, are fighting a determined battle for 
the hearts and mmds of men They begm by affirmmg their belief 
in man and man alone The) end by dcspismg and betraymg him 
They promise him liberty and give him reguncntation “Man is so 
great,” they say, “that he can do without God ” Soon man is so 
helpless that he cannot do without dictators “Dispense with the 
ten commandments of God,” they tell him Soon he is saddled 
ivith the ten thousand commandments of men 

Into this confusion of half-truths Frank Buchman comes with a 
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message of trenchant simphaty, a message backed by a sensitive 
understanding ofhiunan nature and by an e\er-relevantexpencnce 
of the transforming power of Christ The words he uses are for 
the most part simple words, it is the language of ever) day The 
truths he utters, too, are simple, but they are the truths by virtue 
of which the world may come to sahration and sanit) m our life- 
time or for lack of which our avilisation may perish for e\ er from 
the earth 
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The cause of the world’s state is not econonuc, the 
cause IS moral It is there where the evil lies. It is the 
want of rehgion which we ought to possess If I may 
use 3 phrase whidi ts common m a great movement 
which IS takmg place at this moment m this country 
and elsewhere, what you want are God-guided 
personalities, which make God<^uided naoonabties, 
to make a new world All other ideas of economic 
adjustment are too small really to touch the centre 
of the evil 


THE MARQUESS OF SALISBURY 
Speaking m the House of Lords 
20 March, 1936 



OUR PRIMARY NEED 


At the end of the First World War, Fratil Biichtmiisaw, beyond 
the prevailing optimism, the dimension of the crisis facing the 
Cl vilised 11 arid Vast revolutions u ere taUmg place in Russia and 
III Asia It mould tale more than leagues and disarmament con- 
ferences to keep the peace and create the new social order for u Inch 
so many longed In 1921 Frank Biicitnian had already defned his 
aim as “a programme of life issuing in personal, social, racial, 
national and siipernational change ” In Europe and the Americas, 
m Africa and Asia, men rallied to fight with him for a norld 
roiiade through a revolutionary change in men In January, 
1932, FranlBuchman issued thefolloitui^ statement in Geneva 

Human wisdom has failed 
The modem world— disillusioned, chaotic, bewildered- 
demands a solution adequate to its disorder 
The international problems of today arc, at bottom, per- 
sonal problems of selfishness and fear 
Lives must be changed if problems are to be solved Peace 
m the world can only spruig from peace m the hearts ofmen 
A dynamic e\pencncc of God’s free Spine is the answer to 
regional antagonism, economic depression, raaal conflict, and 
international stnfe 

God-control is our pnmary need 
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A NEW ILLUMINATION 


Diiriti^ the decade foUowiii£ the First World War, the leader- 
ship of the Oxford Group was draitm from universities on both 
sides of the Atlantic, and especially from Oxford. In Oxford, 
each year from 1930 onwards, was held a series of Assemblies 
which grew m ntmibers to many thousands In 19^4, forty-five 
countries were represented from all the continents, including a 
strong delegation from Canada where Mr R. B. Bennett, the 
Prime Minister, had said, “The tiwrl: you are doing has made 
the task of government easier. Your influence has been felt in 
every village and city, even m the remotest outposts of the 
Dominion." At this Assembly, July, 1934, Dr Biiclmm 
outlined the aims of the Oxford Crotip.^ 

The OxFOim Group is a Christian rcvoindon, wliose con- 
cern is vital Chrisdanity. Its aim is a new soaal order under 
the dictatorship of the Spirit of God, making for better human 
rcladonships, for unselfish co-operarion, for cleaner business, 
cleaner politics, for the eliminadon ofpohtical, industrial and 
racial antagonisms. 

A new spirit is abroad in the world today. A new iliumina- 
rion can come to everyone and bring men and women of 
every creed and social stratum back to the basic principles of 
the Christian faith, enhancing all their primary loyalties. The 
solution of our difficulties must come from such a spirit rising 
from within people. 

»Seepage29ofortliesCatcmcntin3<IebyDrB H Streeter, Provost of The 
Queoi's College, Oxford, during flu* Assembly. 
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NORWAY ABLAZE 


At a meehug m the Bntish House of Commons, ut Decemher, 
the Hon C J Hambro, President of the Nomegian 
Parliametit, nii ited DrBiichman to visit Horn ay In Not ember, 
1934. iii nivited 120 Norn egtan leaders to meet Dr Biirhman 
and thirty of Ins workers at Hosbjor, near Oslo Overi,20ocame 
Among them n ere Bishop Berggrav, later Primate of Norii ay, 
Afr Johan Alellbye, leader of the Farmers^ P^tty, Ronald 
Fangen, hoi ehst and playu right Presidait of the Noru egian 
Authors' Association, Professor Afouutckcl and others out- 
standing in industry, education and politics In March, 1935, 
Dr Buchnian spoke to a cronded meeting m Oslo City Hall 

Five months ago v.e started m this hall Think oftheuon- 
der-working pot% er of God m chose five months You ha\ e 
seen some cSjt tonight. Doctors have spoken, businessmen, 
students Think what it would mean to }ou if some of these 
young people had been your own sons and daughters Now 
multiply that throughout a country like this 
Before I landed in Norway it came to me constantly m my 
quiet times, “Norway ablaze for Christ “ Illumination has 
come to Non\a) 

In the earher day's some of you who arc sitting here now 
thoughtofthisasarcvival Ibchcvcmthenecessity ofrcvival 
But m these days we need more than revival The present age 
needs revolution Many who have travelled wuth us m this 
country say that they ha\e seen a movement that has gone 
beyond rewal, it has been reioluaon 

I believe a third stage is coming m Nort\ a\ — renaissance 
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NORWAY ABLAZE 


Turn your nimds back to the things which followed the re- 
awakening at the close of the Middle Ages That can happen 
again in Norway today. 

I have just been three days’ journey away from Norway I 
found Norwegians there The message had reached them Put- 
ting It their own way, they said, “We must go ‘Oxford’ ’’ I 
have heard of Norwegian sailors changing Enghsh sailors m 
Liverpool Today I was readmg one of the leadmg papers of 
Latvia It had long accounts ofmiraclesm Norway Ihavejust 
travelled twice through Europe. In many papers there is news 
<^what IS happening here A hght has started m Norway, and 
they are readmg about it m the nations ’ 

You have heard the truth tonight The ame has come for 
action Here is the challenge — a challenge to the will “Give 
nie tv, elve men who are wholly surrendered to God and I will 
convert the world ” The man who wrote that was a Christian 
statesman; and the qualifications he asked for were these 

To give and not to count the cost, 

To fight and not to heed the wounds. 

To toil and not to seek for rest. 

To labour and not to ask for any reward 
Save that of knowing that we do Thy Will 

Oslo dajy ne^^spapc^ TtJens Tegti wrote ‘ A handful of foreigners 
jQ this our language nor understood our and customs came 

God and'™^ ^ whole countr) %>a5 talking about 

Qf.i months after the thirty Ibreignen arrived the mental outlook 

In L^d ' dcfimtcl) changed ” 

It has aK Spfctator stated, “A national awakening has sprung to life 

Fo^ f ^ mvealed that social regeneration comes as a fruit of changed 
Ooninth^f ^ r«ors of the Umversit} of Oslo have summarised their comic- 
®fNorwa °"’^^"ords ‘Yourvmt will bcadeCTdmg factor for the histon 
) ou have come at a strategic moment wnch the right answer ’ 
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REMAKING THE WORLD 


That challenge is clear It was a call to t^velve men There 
arc twelve hundred here tonight What wtH tv>ehe hundred 
do^ 

What could tv, elve hundred do m Trondheim’ Thinh uhat 
forty mai, surrendered to the hvmg God, ha\ejust done m 
that at) ' The Dean said he would ne\er have dreamt that 
what happened m Trondheim was possible Some who were 
sittmg at that first Oslo meenng wtII be saying that they 
would never have dreamt that what has happened m Norwa) 
was possible Norway has been illuminated The hvmg Christ 
has been at w ork m many lives You feel the influence m Den- 
mark You feel the influence m your neighbour Sweden. You 
feel It m England You feel it on the Continent 
But you have only begun Five months ' Five years’ 
Everypersonchanged’Everybusiness’ Whole ones getting 
direction’ Pohacs’ And Parliament’ A nation listening to 
God’ hitemational relanonships’ 

May I ask y ou as you go home tonight to begin to read the 
sevendi chapter offerenuah, startingat the tw ent) -third verse 
He IS a prophet with a message for modem people B^m with 
the seventh chapter, and then study the whole, because you 
have to hav c m y our minds a framew ork for the rebuilding of 
a nation 

Hearken unto my v oicc, and I will be j our God, and j e 
shall be my people, and walk ye m the way that I com- 
mand y ou, that it may be vv cll with y ou 

Jeremiah’s nation “hearkened not” and so “they v% ent back- 
v\-ard and not forward” That was a tragedy But it is not true 
of Norway I behes c that \\ c shall say of Nor^\ a\ , “This is the 
nation that hath hearkened to the v oiceof the Lord thar God ” 
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NORWAY ABLAZE 


I believe that Norway will be ablaze for Chnst I beheve 
that Norway will take this message to other coiintnes I 
beheve the Revolution will be a Renaissance 


Note Ten years later in April I945 Bishop Amc FjcUbu of Trondheim 
said m an address in St Martm-in thc-Fields London I uuh to 
state publicly that the foundations of united resistance of Norwegian 
Churchmen to Nazism were laid by the Oxford Groups work’ 
Later, in a press intervnew Bishop Fjcllbu ^^ho took a leading part 
m Norway s resistance throughout the war added The first coming 

of the Oxford Group to Norway was an inicrvcnuon of Providence 
m history, hkc Dunkirk and the Battle of Bntain They helped to 
badge tlic gap between religion and the people and make it real c\cr\ 
day We have been fighting more than an armed cnem\ We hat e 
been fighung godless matenalism The Oxford Group ga\c us men 
w ho helped us to fight for a Chnsnan ideology 
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GOD CALLING THE WORLD 


In March, 1935, Copathagen opened its doors tude to the 
Oxford GroH;j, and 3$ fioo people attended meetings in the first 
eight days At the culmination of a three tnonijis' campaign 
DrBiichinan addressed a national demonstration, 10 000 strong, 
in Kronborg, Hamlet's Castle of Elsinore, onlVliit Sunday^ 

In CoPENHAGENonJubJeeDaj I heard London calling the 
Bnmh Empire People m far comers of the world heard the 
same message In Singapore, Ottawa, Cape Town, Mel- 
bourne, Hong Kong and hundreds of other aaes and \'illages, 
millions were listening m. Today all Scandinavia ishstenmgm 
to the broadcast of a Whitsun demonstration m the Castle of 
Kronborg, where the waten of Sweden and Denmark meet 
Newspapers the world over arc featuring it From Riga to 
San Francisco and from Iceland to South Africa there arc 
eager listeners 

By a miracle of saence milbons can think and feel as one 
Bamers of erne and space arc sw cpt away A commonw ealth 
of man) nations and languages becomes a frmil) 

Radio listeners understand that miracle And the) will also 
understand the Oxford Group, which is showing people how 
to listen m to God 

“God calling the w orld ’ is becoming a daily cxpencnce in 
the h\ es ofhundreds and thousands ofpcople m the more chan 
fifty countries where the Oxford Group is at work 

^ The occasion vs as VisnoJ^y desenbrd by Gal Hauik Clemmcnsen at 
Sylitier m an amcic Huior^ Was Wnnm at Kronborg” (See page 291) 
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COD CALLTNC THE WORLD 


Wc accept as a commonplace a nun's voice earned by radio 
to the uttermost parts of the earth Wh) not the voice of the 
living God as an active creative force in every liomc, ever) 
business ever) parliament’ Men listen to a king when he 
speaks to Ins people over the air Wh) not to the King of 
Kings’ He IS alive, and constanti) broadcasting 
Norvva) listened in, and in the words of one oflicr leading 
editors Thevvholemcntaloutlookofthccountr) changed ’ * 
Canada listened in and the Pnrne Minister said that the mes- 
sage had made his task of government easier and that its in- 
fluence has been felt in ever) town and village m the Domi- 
nion South Africa listened in and raaal unity began to come 
m a countr) tom by decades of raaal stnfe 
What might not liappen if Denmark also hstened to the per- 
fect programme of the King of Kings’ 

At the first Whitsun God spoke to a group ofordinar) men 
They changed the course of history Ma) He not today have 
a plan which can solve the problems of a troubled world’ 

* Anionc; the first Nor^vegllns to accept the challenge of the Oxford Group 
\\as Frednk Ramm a well kno\vii nc vspaperman who represented the Press 
of the world as the only journal $t to accompany Amundsen on his fl ght over 
the North Pole The deas on of the Intemattonal Court of Justice at The 
Hague m favour of Denmark m the d spute with Norsvay over the Crecnland 
f shenes had left in Ramni smindmtenseb ttemcssa^ainst Denmark. He became 
notorious through Scandinavia for the violence of his writing on this question 
In January 1935 he travelled to Denmark D<i^sNylcdeT ijjanuary 1935 
desenbed his new attitude in a Press interview and quoted Ramm who said 
The mam thmg I am here to tell you is that my greatest fault was the hatred of 
the Danes My mind was po soned with that hatred I used my pen as well as 1 
could m the service of my hatred and justified myself as an idealist Then I met 
the Oxford Group wth its challen<nng quality of 1 fc Now I am here to 
put things nght nth my old encm es Frednk Ramm took an act ve part with 
Frank Duchman m the campa pi m Denmark (Sec also page 266 ) 
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REMAKING THE WOREH 


The Holy Spirit is the most intelligent source of informa- 
tion in the world today. He has the answer to every problem. 
Everywlicrc when men ^viII let Him, He is teaching them how 
to live. 

The ^\'orId needs a miracle. Miracles of sdence have been 
tlie wonder of the age. But they have not brought peace and 
happiness to the nations. A miracle of the Spint is what we 
need. 

Divine guidance must become the normal experience of 
ordinary men and women. Any man can pick up divine mes- 
sages if he will put his receiving set in order. Definite, accu- 
rate, adequate information can come from the Mind of God 
to the minds of men. This is normal prayer. 

There must come a spiritual dynanuc which wzIJ change 
human nature and remake men and nations. There must come 
a spiritual authonty which will be accepted everywhere by 
everyone. Only so ^vilI order come our of chaos in national 
and international affairs. 

If this miracle is to come into the world some nauon must 
give a lead. Some nation most find God’s Will as her destiny 
and God-guided men as her representatives at home and 
abroad. Some nation must produce a new leadership, free 
from the bondage of fear, rismg above ambition, and flexible 
to the direction of God’s Holy Spint. 

Such a nation ivill be at peace within itselfi and a peace- 
maker in the intemaaonal family. WiUitbe your nation? 
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SPEARHEAD 

OF A WORLD ANSWER 


hi July, 1935. <1 /o'Si came from Scaiidmai ta to the 

Assembly at Oxford, 11 Inch h as attended by 10,000 people from 
many nations They rclitnied to Denmark tmih an mtcniational 
force, and mot ed, 600 strong, into Jutland Before tJieir departure, 

PH 2S July, DrBtiehman addressed the Assembly 

Briefly and simply at the close of tins marvellous month 
of fcllo^^ ship wth this family of many nations, I want to try 
and sho^^ tiie secret that lies back of tins miracle-working 
power of the living God It seemed to me, as these hundreds 
came up together to offer themselves for national service, that 
they were like a spearhead, an arrow, pointing to the solution 
for a world in chaos 

If I could sum It up in a sentence — the simple secret is this 
individual lives, wholly surrendered to the living God 
There is a bishop at my side who in 1921 was the human 
instrument that brought this work to Oxford, and the man 
who presided toda) was the man in whose rooms at Christ 
Church this work began In many countries a stream of hfe 
has begun 

I want to speak now to the ordinary person I have m mind 

a woman of seventy She thought her life’s work was ended 

but I hope that you svill catch the vision that came to her She 
saw that, m fact she was only beginmng She went to Geneva 
Shearranged for too of ustocome and a mighty work began 
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REMAKING TJIE WORLD 

Two years ago at a luncheon given in Geneva for the Oxford 
Group, the President of the Norwegian Parliament made a 
statement. The guests were leaving when he did a most un- 
usual tiling. He called them back and said, "I feel today we 
have heard something more important than most dungs on 
the agenda of the League in Genev'a.” 

He took courageous action. Later he spoke in Westminster, 
in the Parliament bmlduigs, to one hundred and tivent)-h\'e 
members of Pariiament, and there invited the Oxford Group 
to come to Norway. 

In October last year tiiirty men crossed over into Norway. 
Humanly it seemed absolutely absurd that thirty foreigners 
who knew nothing of die customs or the language, and had 
only a few friends there, should be dieinsmiment ofthe hvmg 
God so that today Norway is ablaae for Christ 

A bishop came to the house party in diose early dajs His 
two sons looked to Communism for an answer. Those two 
sons came into a living expcncnce of Chnst They became 
flaming aposdes 

The new'spapers arc alive xvith the news ofthe new world 
order. The leading paper in Oslo, when there was news of 
many hves changed, gave more space to that kind of news 
than had ever been given before It xvas good new^, the new's 
that Norway wanted 

The movement went to Denmark Noxv, again, more than 
300 of ) ou m addition to 300 Danes are moving into Judand. 

We are accustomed to read about the Battle ofjutlind. We 
arc going to hear of a new battle, and the guidance that comes 
is that Denmark will be shaken * 

^ Emil 'Blytgen-Pctcrscn, then London correspondent of AyMer, 

yvtotc m his book O^rd i DtfnwjjrL* **bi the month ol* August the Ox&rd 
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SI EARHEAD OE A WORLD ANSWER 

What IS the plulosoph) back of all this' Arc we beginning 
to see that not onl> indi\ iduals, but cities and nations miy be 
different’ llluniination has come to Norwa), illumination 
has come to Denmark, to Latvia, to Estonia, to Sweden, to 
Finland 

Think of tlic significance of God-controlled, spintually- 
illumined nations Suppose that God-control becomes the 
polic) of all these Nordic countnes — what will that mean for 
Europe’ 

These are not simplj my own words Bishops are speaking 
of It, statesmen, the editors of newspapers They see, per- 
vading the whole, a new spint among nations and people 

Now , frankl) , lee us be honest with ourselves How man) 
of us really believe that Jesus Chnst is the answer’ How many 
of us rcall) believe that if there was a mighty awakening of 
the Lvmg Spint of God, that would be the answer’ Statesmen 
sometimes take the nsk and sa) it One statesman said it to a 
group of newspapermen “We need a moral and spiritual 
renaissance ” It was flashed across the country, but I sec no 
demonstration in that countr> of a moral or a spintual 
renaissance 

Now we turn to the ordinary people Could a quiet army 
of ordmary people God-controlled, God directed and God- 
illumined, be a force m a country, changing that conunimit) 
so that pohncal leaders would hve in harmony and peace, so 

Group swept over the peninsula like a sandstorm They sav die Jutlanden arc 
sober and hard to move yet they came m thousands to Aalborg Sonderborg 
and Aarhus 

At Aarhus the great temns hall was filled by 7 000 people a njght for four 
n ghts The meetings ended with a m^ty demonstration in the cathedral 
overfiosvmg into and filling the cathedra! square (See also page 295 for the 
comment by the Pnmatc of Denmark ) 
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REMAKING THE WORLD 


that parliaments would be God-guided and governments God- 
controlled? 

Is that) our vision for the future? If thatisyour vision, then 
I think we can indeed begin to sing: 

Like a mighty army 
Moves the Church of God, 

Brothers, we are treading 
Where the saints liavc trod. 

Can that come in England? Can this group answer the 
needs of people in the depressed areas’ Is God the answer? 
Can a group of people move up and down this land, as they 
moved up and do\vn Norway and Denmark, with the living 
Sptnt of God as the anssver? 
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ONE HEART, ONE WILL, 
ONE GOAL 


In Septanbcr, 1935 , the Prestiltnt of the Swiss ConfLderation, 

M Rudolf Mtngcr, officially welcomed the Oxford Group to 
Switserland In Geneva the President of the Assembly of the 
League of Nations, Dr Edouard Benes,g we a luncheon for dele- 
gates to meet them A few dtys later m Zurich, on 6 October, 

Dr Biichman made the speech which follows 

Two DAYS AGO in Zunch, as I read the news of the war in 
Abyssinia, I thought, “Has Clmsoanity after all the answer? 
Is the answer a Dictatorship of the Holy Spirit? Is the answer 
a spiritual mobdisation for Europe? 

Your President says it is I quote from lus recent statement 
“Is there any release to be found from this dilemma? The 
answer is a courageous ‘Yes’ What is needed is the changmg 
of hves through new spiritual power so strong that it recon- 
ciles dangerous conflicting forces and produces brotherhood 
and sohdanty It is in attaming this goal that the Oxford 
Group sees its task Their next advance will take place on 
Swiss soil and \vill make a real contribution m reconciling the 
nations The initial work of the movement has been great with 
promise and we wish it every success and tnumph ” 

Switzerland has welcomed the Oxford Group She did 
more than welcome it Thousands of her people have made 
Its hfe their own 

But Switzerland, I beheve, will do more than this 
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UEMAKINC THE WORLD 


God is calling Swit2crland to conquering Christianit)'. God 
is speaking to her in die spirit of the New Testament: “You 
arc die consecrated nation, the people who belong to Him, 
that you may proclaim the wondrous deeds ofHim who has 
called you.” 

I can sec Switrcrland a prophet among the nations, and a 
peacemaker in the international family. I can see vital Chris- 
tianity becoming the controlling force of die State through 
individual responsibjlit}’ to God. I can see die Church m 
Switzerland in such power tliat she sends out a mission to 
Chrisriansin many lands. I can see Swiss businessmenshowing 
the leaders of the world’s commerce how faicli in God is the 
only sccurit)’. I can sec S\\ts$ statesmen demonstrating that 
divine guidance is the only practical pohacs. And I can see the 
Swiss press as a powerful example ofwhat a press should be — 
the herald of a new world order. 

One man changed. A nuUion changed. A nation changed. 
That is the programme of the Oxford Group. 

A statesman has said that the Oxford Group is supemanonal 
Nationalism can unite a country. Supcmaoonahsni can unite 
a world. God-conttoUed supemationahsm is the only sure 
foundation for world peace. 

There are four million people m your country'. Four niiUion 
people listening to God ? Four milhon people — one heart, one 
one goal. A spintual mobilisation for Ssritzerland’ A 
spintual mobilisation for Europe? 

The s\ orld is waitmg to sec what the Prince of Peace can do 
in, for, and by one nation entirely given to Him. 

Will Switzerland be that nation^ 



MIRACLES IN THE NORTH 


Ott 20 November, 1935, Dr Buchmati spoke in ihe Metros 
pohtan Opera House, Nav York, on ihe iicu’ spirit arising in 
the Scamlinai lan countnes Ht u is preceded by the Presiduit of 
ihe Nornegian Piirliamcnt, tvho had recently said, "The work 
has been spreading ut Nontay, and hundreds and thousands of 
lives have been changed The Oxford Group has also conquered 
Denmark man ay that none of ns would hat e thought possible ” 

There is a book ui the store windows m London and New 
York The title is It Cant Happen Here 

Some of >ou who read die very important word of the 
Secretary of State, “Our own country urgently needs a moral 
and spiritual awakening,” may have said the same thuig, “It 
can’t happen here ” 

Before I sailed from London, I saw headlined m the great 
London newspapers another important word from Mr HiiU, 
that the instant need of Amenca is for flammg apostles It 
seems an extravagant word But is it an impossible thing that 
this country needs flaming apostles’ 

To be quite frank, people today are afraid of the word 
“spintual” Just plainly nervous You can imagine what our 
fnend Mr Hambro felt like when he mvitcd thirty Oxford 
Group workers to cross the sea to Norway — and what I felt 
like' ^ 

Think of it Thirty ordinary men and women who did not 
know the language or the customsofthe country Every word 

* Sec page 263 for the Hon C J Hambro s account 
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REMAKING TJIE WORLD 


wc spoke ill public meetings in Nonvay iiad to be interpreted 
sentence by sentence. J3ur, even widi tliat handicap of lan- 
guage, the great tiiougbt broke through. As our friend has 
told you — a rcalicj' in a little more tlian a year — Nonvay is 
ablaze for Christ. 

Now let us find out how. There was high courage there. I 
tliink if you would attempt it, too, you would realise liow 
high that courage was. Mr Hambro invited 125 ofhis friends 
to live w-itli m for ten da)'s. It was a daring tiling to do. 

Miracles of change began to happen. TJic first of the fivo 
men he referred to — the author — was a widely-known agnos- 
tic. He came \vith two bottles of Scotch and a novel. As he 
said, he never had time to read his novel and he forgot tlic 
Scotch. He lived with us for ten days and was changed. Now 
he has written die most important book ofhis life, A IVorld 
Christian Revolution. See how highly productive, how creative 
a time like that can be ! 

There is great truth in that ride. I believe it is what every 
country needs — a si’orld CJirisrian revolution. That man has 
beconicaChrisrianrcvoIurionary.Thatismiradenumberone. 

The second miracle is a newspaper editor. He had flown 
with Amundsen over the North Pole. He hated the Danes 
because of the dispute over Greenland, and through his posi- 
tion as a newspaper editor he unlicsitatingly told Norway and 
the Danes what his feelings were. As he said, he ^vas a Dane- 
hater. But he was soundly changed. I heard him in Denmark 
make open apology over the radio to the Danish people. 
Think what it means for one man to go to another country 
and not only admit his hates and his defeats, but share his vic- 
tories. See the whole new understanding which comes be- 
rween nations. 
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MIRACLES IN THE NORTH 


People usually said to us in Norway, “It will never rcacli 
the farmers." (And anyone today who thinks of national 
awakening for America must tlunk of the farmers of Iowa.) 
But at that gathering the leader of the Farmers’ Party was 
actually present. He became a national spokesman for a new 
spirit to the farmers of Norway. 

Now, the Danes have a pleasant land and arc a pleasant 
people. If tlicrc arc any Danes here tonight, I want to say I 

know of no country where one feels so instantly at home 

such charming hospitality. And the Danes have a keen sense 
of humour. But for years they have been living under the 
influence of an athcisnc philosophy. Everyone said tliey would 
make fun of the Oxford Group. They said we might succeed 
for a week. But even the leading comedian couldn’t get a 
laugh at our expense in the theatre. 

Somebody asked me about the workers Well some people 
tried to put on an anti-Oxford Group meeting The changed 
workers of Copenliagcn took over the meeting. They simply 
described the change that had taken place m their hves. The 
newspapers came out with big headlmes’ "anti-oxford 
CROUP MEETING A COLOSSAL FIASCO ’ — ^and this in the country 
where we were told ive might be laughed out of court. 

My guidance for those days was this, "Denmark shaken, 
Denmark shaken!” And that old country has certauily been 
shaken. You feel it m every department of life — not only the 
butcher, the baker, the candlestick-maker, but the intellec- 
tuals of the country Tomght m Viborg, the judges, the bar- 
risters and the lawyers, the intelligentsia, arc witnessing to the 
positive power of Jesus Christ People who were confirmed 
atheists six months ago are intdligent hfe-changers today. 

Do you wonder that in that country of Denmark twenty- 

21 



REMAKING THE WORLD 


five thousand people gathered together a few weeb ago m a 
single Oxford Group meeting^ 

The man who led tliac mcetuig was the Dean of Copen- 
hagen Cathedral He interpreted for me the first mght Today 
the Dean is a flaming apostle He recently spoke at the 
Cathedral ceremony which opens die sessions of the Danish 
Parliament Ha\e you ever thought of a sermon having three 
columns on the front page of any newspaper m New York^ 
Well the Danish press has much thesame sense ofnews values 
yet there were three columns on the front pages of the neivs- 
papers, three columns on the sermon preached by the Dean 
I heard today from Copenhagen that the Pnmatc had 
spoken to a conference m Pans with a prophet note Is that 
not what our Sccreury of State said Amenca needed— the 
prophet note’ The Pnmatc had been present at ouriirstpubhc 
meeting m Denmark Now the nation hears a prophet note 
from a Pnmate, a Dean a saddler, a butcher workers 
businessmen 

A country gnpped a country shaken Let s think of the 
philosophy of it — one man changed a million changed, a 
nation changed ^ 

This is a challenge to every one ofyou tonight — not merel) 
commg to a meeting Meetings arc not gomg to change the 
world Tonight is only the beginning and I crust that e^ ery 

1 Dr B H Strctffcr was among those who took an active pan in the Danish 
campaigns He wrote later of Ins visits to Denmark (see page -90) 

I went with the Group to Denmark, three times and what I saw there 
convinced me that the movement was not mctcK an instrument of moral 
rebirth and psychological liberation for individuals but was capable of moving 
nations as such, by imtiatmg a new mental attitude in economic and pol ned 
conflicts On the fint occasion, the woA was done by persons from some 
twenty different countries On the second occasion, in August half the 
work was done bv Danes who bad come mto the Group m the previous April 
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MIRACLES IN THE NORTH 


one of )ou respond to its high diallcngc Thirty men 
ordnnr) men cross the sea a )car ago to Nortviy and illumi- 
nauon comes to that country A thousand people go to Den- 
mark and an aw akenmg comes to tliat countr) 

Thmkof Switzerland Tonight I read m the newspaper ofa 
distinguished Swiss He is perhaps tlie most cautious man I 
know He is hkc tlic Scotwho always looked both ways when 
crossmg a one-way street I am of Swiss descent and I know 
how cautious these Sw iss arc but this man says that m Switzer- 
land today there is not only a new movement but there is a 
mobilisation a w otld Chnsnan front Tliat is what this Swiss 
leader say’s— a S\viss Chnsoan frontand then a world Chnstnn 
front Is that our answer^ 

Leaders today in the thought of Europe are all thinking of 
that word Renaissance It is rebirth— die rebirth of the in 
dividual the rebirth of the nation the rebirth of the nations 

Wherever I go people say one thing If only so-and so 

could be changed' You probably thoughtoftheveryperson 

Or you probably thought of five persons Well think of five 
persons changed Think ofnanons changed Isthattheanswer? 

The world today is looking for an answer and by the Grace 
of God there is an answer But be clear on this point the 
answer is not in any man or any group of men The answer 
rests m the hving God It rests in a God-controlled person It 
rests m a God controlled nation It rests m God controlled 
supemationahsm 

On the third occas on the initiative had passed to the Danes themselves That 
IS to say within the year the Oxford Group had become in Denmark a nat onal 
force under Danish leadership 

Evidence accumulated of the effect on die conduct of everyday life Thus 
in one country m Europe in the space of one TOf there has been bom a new 
sp nt mfacmg theconflas whi h threa ened the coUap e ofavihsation 
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THE PLACE TO START 


A year after the Oxford Group first catne to Denmark is ooo 
gathered over Easter, 1936 for a national demonstration at 
OUcTUp^ On Easter Sunday, Frank Btichman addressed the 
Assembly 

Everybody wants co see the ocher fellow changed E\ery 
naaon \\ants to see the other nation changed. But ever) bod) 
IS aiting for the other feUon to begin 
The Oxford Group is convinced that jf ) on want an answer 
for the world toda), the best place to start is with younclf 
This 15 the first and fondameotal need 
Ever) body admits the necessity of a moral and spiritual 
awakening Youfindseifishnessandfeareverywhere — mmen 
and in nations One person really dificrcnt A million people 
dificrenr A naaon changed 

Look what Denmark has done — m one year The secret is 
God-control The onlj sane people m an insane world arc 
foosc controlled by God God-controIIed personahues make 


Tiienie Copenhagen, wrote on 13 Aprd, ipjS We stood at a 
tvindow- waKimg the crowd gotsg tn thit morning The fbJfc on the high- 
road were typically Danish, the orduuiy Danish people whose names never 
get into the newspapets There was something unforgettable about the picture 
of that massed stream of people moving forward with set purpose towards a 
single goal, as they worked their waj agamsc the wind to where the white- 
crossed flags of Denmark waved. This was no haphazard concourse of people 
Ic was aa army on the BVtrdi. Last Easter* few Danes spoke of their Jeasion 

10 change this Easter thousands were here who had earned deemoos into their 
dad) hves and occupanons 
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THE PLACE TO START 

God-controllcd nationalities This is the aim of the Oxford 
Group 

The true patnot gives his life to bring his nation under 
God’s control Tliose ^^ho oppose that control are public 
enemies The God-controllcd nation will add to her armament 
an arm) of life-changcrs, to her national defence the respect 
and gratitude of all her neighbours Such a nation will 
demonstrate that spiritual power is the greatest force m the 
\\ orld 

World peace wnll onl) come through nations ^\hlch have 
achic\ ed God-control Andcvcr)bodycanhstentoGod You 
can lean Ever) bod) can have a part 

Will It be )ou’ Will It be )our nation’ 


25 



AMERICA AWAKE! 


In June, 1936, a National Assomhly at Stockhridge, Massa- 
chusetts, ii'<i 5 attended by 5,000 delegatesfrom every part of the 
United States and Canada. This occasion gathered up the work 
of many years, tvhieh had included two visits from coast to coast 
hy DrBuchman and a large group Jram twenty-jive nations in 
1932 and 1934. Om 4 June, Dr Bitchmatt gave the following 
troTtsatlantic broadcast. 

I AW PEEPiY MOVED by ibc thoughtfuJuess and vision of 
you, my fiiends in England, in nialdng possible this trans- 
atlantic broadcast as niy birthday present. By next 5 ear I may 
be able to share wth you my birthday cake by radio ! 

I am speaking to you this aitemoon fiom tie \’iliage green 
of quiet Scockbfidge, in the heart of the nooded Berkshire 
hills of Iibcrt)'-Io\ing New England. Do^\•n the prindpal 
street, bordered by row-s of stately elms and rich lawns rolling 
unbroken from the footpath to the doorsteps of tlxc xvhitc and 
red Colonial houses, came a few da)s ago an histone pageant. 
At the head of this cavalcade rode in his colourful garb Uhm- 
Pa-Tuth, Clu’ef of the Stockbndge Indians, Prince of the 
Indian royal blood, last of the Mohicans, nhose ancestors 
roamed these hills for centunes before the white men came. 
Bcliind him 5 ou could sec Jonathan Edw ards, famous preacher 
and first President ofwhat isnow Princeton University, riding 
in the old stage coach, witlijohn Sargeant, the Erstmissionarj’ 
to the Stockbndge Indians. Then followed the returning 
pioneers from foe West, ■with foeir covered wagons repre- 
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scnting the hundreds who have come from the Pacific Coast 
across three thousand miles of country. Bntish and American 
generals walked side by side, followed by servicemen of many 
countnes Tlien followed a large body of businessmen and 
workers from aty and farm, while the youth earned the stan- 
dards of the fort) -eight United States and the flags of those 
many nations whose aozens have been workmg with us m 
America 

Stockbndge has links with Britam Here you can still see 
the green-shuttered white cottage at the cross-roads opposite 
the old inn, where Cyrus Field received the first message sent 
by cable from England to Amenca The words of that mes- 
sage sent from Queen Victona were, “What wonders God 
hath wrought’” The rmracles of science have this week 
earned the message of the Oxford Group, the message 
of Christian recovery, to the American people Today, m 
1936, the message flashed to the ends of the earth is “ America, 
Awake’” 

Through the towns and villages of Massachusetts on an 
April night m 1775, Paul Revere rode to arouse the country- 
side The Minute Men, volunteers of their day, mstant for 
action, responded Over these same villages and towns last 
week al modern Paul Revere rode the skies trading the mes- 
sage &im his aeroplane “Amenca Awake— Oxford Group. 
Stockblidge ” That first Paul Revere was the forerunner of a 
revolutioi °that roused a people The modem Paul Revere is 
calling for a spiritual revolution to umte a world 

From Alaska to New Mcaaco, from Copenhagen to Shang- 
hai, by land, sea and air, has come this modem cavalcade as 
the answer to delusion, chaos and confusion Bartender and 
banker, pick-pocket and peer, employed and unemployed are 
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all to be found gathered here in die eight house parties of the 
Oxford Group National Asscmbl)% in Stockbridge and the 
neighbouring towns and villages. One of these takes the fbmi 
of a tent dt)'- Four hundred Canadians have crossed the un- 
defended boundary on the north and are leading this meeting 
here today at which I am speaking. 

Why are they here? 

The O.xford Group is a Christian revolution for remaking 
the world. The root problems in the world today are dis- 
honest}’, selfishness and — in men and, consequently, in 

nations. These evils multiplied result in divorce, crime, unem- 
ployment, recurrent depression and war. How can we hope 
for peace within a nation, or bctts’cen nadons, w hen w c has e 
confitcr in countless homes? Spiriws} recovery mast precede 
economic recover}’. Political or sodal soludons that do not 
deal svith diese root problems are inadequate. Man-made lass’s 
are no substitute for indi Wdual character. Our instant need is a 
moral and spiritual awakening. Human wisdom alone has 
failed to bring this about. It is only possible v hen God has 
control of individuals. 

Through this control men find true freedom m a -uorld 
haunted by insecurit}* and fear. They discover creative pur- 
pose in an age of bcivildermcnf. They find new moral power 
aimd moral decay. Thev* leam to work together, in a v, orld of 
conflicting interests, through common obedience to God. 
They weave the threads of understanding that niake possible 
a new diplomacy in which statesmen can achieve enduring 
results. They create a new confidence as nations w ork together 
in common action for the freedom of mankind. 

■Hie true patriot gives hts hfr to bring his country under 
God's control. When God has control, a nation finds her true 
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destiny Only a God-controllcd nation can lead the world into 
sanity and peace 

But c\ cry one is waiting for die other person and the other 
nation to begin The ans^^ cr bes m an aw akemng winch starts 
m ourscK es and, consequently, m our nation 
Thousands of ordinary people across the world are learning 
obedience to God’s control They are forming a new public 
opimon w Inch demands a new quahty of leadership Such 
leadership can only come from men and women who speak 
with authority — an authoncy based on daily expcnence of the 
guidance of God 

The problems of the world reflect the people who hvc m it 
Remake people and nanons arc remade 
We must not delay The forces of evil threaten even the 
sanctity of marriage and the secunty of the home, and when 
the home collapses, the nanon collapses with it The responsi- 
bility IS personal to you and to me The challenge of the 
Oxford Group is a challenge to decision— a challenge to listen 
to hsten and to act When man hstens, God speaks Everyone 
can listen to God Everyone can begm just where he is 
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WILL GOD CONTROL AMERICA? 

1936 was election year in the United States A newspaper 
cohtmmst, Walter Lode (Dayton New, iz June 1936), 

11 rote "Franl Buchman uants the country governed by men 
under instructions from God as definitely gncn and understood 
as if they came by ivire, men who listen and htar, and then 
speak. II ith the wspiralton of 'Thus saith the Lord Here is 

the atisuer. Dr Buchman says, to the tiar prohleni, the race 
prohlem, the problem of dashing classes, the problem of a happy 
indii idual hfe-^Tliy Will be done ” The following address t< as 
broadcast from Philadelphia, jp June, Jpj6 

Have you ever thought where America’s real saftt) 
lies’ America’s safer) Les in God-controJ 
God-controlled individuals, God-controVed homes. God- 
controlled schools, God-controlled industry, God-controlled 
politics, God-controUed nations This means that ever) bod) 
takes his orders from God 

A dishwasher recentl) said to his empio) er, “I’m hungr) ” 
‘What’s \sTong’’’ said his employer ‘ Don’t you get enough 
food to eat around here’” “Yes, plenty, but I'm hungry for 
God I can’t get enough ’’ “Perhaps I need it too,” said his 
employer 

The common denominator of our national need is the 
human need for God Our greatest nanonal need is moral 
recovery The baraers that separate men from God and from 
other men must be destro) ed 

Most of us have the conviction that the other fellow ought 
to be honesr At least we have that basis of union, t/iat we 
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want the other fellow to be honest. And if you want it badly 
enough for the other fellow you may catch some ofit yourself. 
We may even wake up some morning and find oiirscli’es get- 
ting honest, because we want the other fellow to be honest. 
Evcr)'body believes in honesty, purity, unselfishness and love 
— for tlie other fellow. And sonic might even go so far as to 
wish it for the other party! But the Oxford Group goes one 
better, and believes that you might even start %vith yourself— 
and your o\wi party. 

The other day I was talking with a coloured fellow about 
the Oxford Group. He said, “It’s a great idea, if diey all does 
it.” He is right. Our friend has the philosophy. Everybody 
has got to do it. 

Few people today seem to have any defmite plan, or any 
idea of what the cost will be of moral and spiritual recovery. 
They don’t seem to have thought through the united, dis- 
ciplined acrion, under God-control, that is necessary to bring 
it about. And there are even those who hope to reap where 
others have sotvn, wthout paying the price themselves. 

Fortunately, a growing number over a period of years have 
been paying the price, and today their influence is felt in fifty 
countries. Fortunately, too, there arc statesmen who not only 
state the need, but point the answer. Such a statesman is the 
Marquess of Salisbury who, speaking of the O.xford Group, 
said recently in the British House of Lords : 


The cause of the world’s state is not economic; die 
cause is moral. It is there where the evil lies. It is the 
want of rehgion which we ought to possess. If I may 
use a phrase which is common m a great movement 
which IS taking place at this moment in this country 
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ind elsewhere, what jou want are God-guided per 
sonalities, which make God-guided nanonilines, to 
make a new vv orld All other ideas of economic adjust- 
ment are too small really to touch the centre of the evil 

Such a statesman is the President of the Norwegian Parha- 
ment Broadcasting recently from New York, m a radio 
mtervicw wth Mr Lowell Tliomas, the well-known com- 
mentator, he said 

There is a growing conviction among European 
statesmen today that any solution on the usual diplo- 
matic basis can at best be only temporary Many of us 
European statesmen have come into touch during the 
past year with the work of the Oxford Group, and have 
felt tnat here is a new hope for a more permanent solu- 
tion to international enses 

Such statesmen again, arc the Premier of New Zealand and 
the Fmance Minister of China Premier Savage says that he 
sees “m the Oxford Group the only true pohey” Dr Kung, 
Chinese Minister of Finance, sent a cable which ivas quoted 
last week by Lord Addington in the House of Lords It read 
as follows 

The world today is uiastate ofehaos, degeneracy and 
disintegranon, because men are dominated by selfish 
ness jealousy and matcnalism The Oxford Group 
advocates the four pnncjpJesof *abso]urelovc,honest}, 
punty and unselfishness” It is a movement which 
transcends geographical divisions racial distinctions 
part) differences and class conflict I beheve the pnn- 
aples and the disaplme of the movement wall help to 
bmd men and women of the %vor/d cagccher in a 
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common moral and spiritual awakening which is 
urgently needed to evolve a new and better social 
order Only the inspiration and guidance of a Higlier 
Will can change human nature and conciliate men and 
nations so tliat there may be "peace on earth and good- 
will among men". 

There is an election on Let’s not confuse issues The greatest 
election issue is whether we will elect God as the guide of our 
individual li\ es, and so of our national hfe In the words of a 
wcll-knowm editor, “Get God m the delegates and the plat- 
form, the candidate, all the rest will be added unto them " 
God IS the Person that the American voter has got to reckon 
with m the coming election The real question is, “Will God 
control America’” 

The country must be “governed by men under instructious 
from God, as definitely given and understood as if they came 
by avire” This is the true dictatonhip of the living God, and 
the answer to all dictators This is the true patriotism, for the 
true patriot gives his hfe for his country’s resurrection 
Here you begin to sec the meaning of the phrase ofthe well- 
known political leader who said “The Oxford Group has 
nothing to do ^vlth politics Still, it has everything to do wth 
pohtics For it IS a revolution m all pohtics, because God 
directs not only the platforms, but the pohucians ” 

Back to God, and on to a new world order The only hope 
for world rehef is to begm mstantly on a colossal scale 
God needs every American as a parmer m the working out 
of His plan National recovery and resurrection will come 
when we accept our full responsibility to work wnth Him 
Amenca must get ready to do her part in the creation of a new 
world order under God’s control 
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Amenca’s safety lies in God-control Her destiny as a great 
nation, depends du'ectly on what you and I are like What 
docs God want me to do’ That is the issue at this time or any 
time The place to begin is with yourself The time to begin 
IS now 
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HOW TO LISTEN 

0/1 26 July, 1936. Dr Biichmait addressed 25 000 peopk 
gathered for a naiioital demomlration m the British Industries 
Fair hiuldiiig, Bmiiiiighain IVtth him spoke a cross-section of 
the British people— 'the type who are the backbone of Britain , 

II Sunday Graphic "Thegreatgatheniig recognised the 
simple philosophy of changing the u orld They sau themsch es 
mirrored i/t n hat these plain men said *’ 

Leaders EVERYWHERE now say that the world needs a 
moral and spiritual awakening They say it m the umvcrsities 
m politics, in business and m chancelleries throughout die 

world A lot ofpeople say it—somemstnking phrases But it 

IS stiUjusc u ords 

The problem is how It is one thing to talk about it It is 
another thing to demonstrate it It seems to me that most 
people who feel the need for awakening are confronted with 
the difficulty that faced me twenty years ago how to bring it 
about — how to get the disaphned action on the part of the 
many to make it national 

Now I find when we don’t know how God will show us if 
we are willing When man hstens, God speaks When man 
obeys, God acts The secret is God-control We are not out to 
tell God We are out to let God tell us And He will tell us 
The lesson the world most needs is the art of listening to 
God A general once sent me a postcard during an inter 
national conference, with die picture of a man on it The 
thought below was this, “God gave a man two ears and one 
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mouth. Why don’t you listen twice as much as you talk’” 
Tius IS a daily possibihty for everyone — to listen to God and 
get His programme for the day. 

It IS dioughts from God which have inspired the prophets 
all through lustory And it is the prophet note that the Amen- 
can Secretary of State said was our instant need He said that 
what the world needed was a modem Amos You remember 
Amos, speaking of a fsminc abroad in the land, declared it was 
nota fimineof^vaterorofbrcad, but a famine of hearing the 
words of the Lord I believe Mr Huh was right when he said 
It was this same famme which was afflictmg the world today 
Anyone can hear the words of the Lord It is only necessary 
to obey the rules The fint rule is that we hsten honestly for 
cverytlung that may come — and if we are wise we write it 
down The second rule is that we test the thoughts that come, 
to see which are from God 

One test is the Bible It is steeped m the experience through 
the centunes of men who have dared, under Divine revela- 
tion, to hve expenmentally with God There, culminating m 
the life ofjesus Chnst, we find the highest moral and spintual 
challenge — complete honesty, punty, unselfishness and love 
Another excellent test is, ‘‘What do others say who also 
listen to God’” This is an unwntten law of fellowship It is 
also an and test of one’s commitment to God’s plan No one 
can be wholly God-controlicd who works alone 
It is to a group of willing men and \\ omen that God speaks 
most clearly And it is through God-controlled people that 
God must one day govern the world 


36 



A REVOLUTION TO CURE 
A REVOLUTION 


A trausatla/Uic broadcast from London, 9 Ati^ust, 1936 

I AM SPEAKING to you aD from Europe where, hourly, news 
of revolution is coming in Durmg the next fifteen nimutes 
you can, if you like, leatn how to take part in a revolution 
yourself It takes a passion to cure a passion It takes a revolu- 
tion to cure a revolunon And the Oxford Group’s answer to 
revolution is mote revolunon— the revolunon m human 
nature, which is our only hope 
What IS this Oxford Group’ Well, a newspaper man puts 
It this way 

It’s not an institution, 

It’s not a point of view. 

It starts a revolution 
By starting one m you 

Now, let me give you a picture of the Oxford Group 
demonstration in the buildings of the British Industnes Fair 
Birmmgham — ^largest covered hall in Europe, and mdustnal 
show-room of the British Empire Somethmg happened that 
week-end You saw Bntam on the move Thousands came 
from every part of the Empire There were contmgents from 
thirty-five different countnes — ^five hundred fiom Holland 
alone Europe today echoes to the tramp of marching feet 
Picture the response of that vast audience at Birmingham to 
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more tlian a thousand youdi of many^ nations marching 
together in a new enlistment. 

What is this enlistment of the Oxford Group? Where are 
they marching? And why arc they marching? hi an age of 
material revolution they have cnlistcdin a spiritual revolu don. 
They are enlisting in the moral equivalent of war. 

The ■world today presents the spectacle of nations losing 
their way — ofuadons losing their traditions, their character, 
their narionhood. Many of us are blind to the haste xvith 
which events are hurr)'ing on. 

What is our real problem? Youall Joiow what a droughtis 
Well, we are suffering today from a spintual drought. Fear 
and greed arc hhe a dust storm. The)’ spread over nations. 
They blind and choke people. They set man against nun, class 
against class, nation against nation. 

Take the war in Spain. Whichever side ^^’ins, the human 
iaaor lAnil remain. War is no ansu’er to suspidon, jealousy, 
lust and fear. No, the ansvser docs not he in a winning side — 
e%’cn in an election campaign — once we have got asvay 
from the things that really matter. National and world prob- 
lems remain the same because the root problem — human 
nature — remains unsolved. Until wc deal \%-ith human nature 
thoroughly and drastically on a national scale, nations must 
still follow their historic road to violence and destruction. 

Three thousand miles of ocean do not change this funda- 
mental problem — and nTll not save us if we to solve it. 

The s)’mptonis may differ in Europe and America. The 
disease is die same. 

What is the disease? Isn’t it fear, dishonest)', resentment, 
sclfisliness? Wc talk about freedom and hbert)’, but wc are 
slaves to ourselves. 



A REVOLUTION TO CURE A REVOLUTION 


The only possible alternatives today are collapse or God- 
control And collapse is simply die selfishness of all of us 
togedier Collapse or God-control You and I, if we are self, 
ish, arc part of the disease, just as you and I, if we are God- 
controlled, can be part of the cure 
The Oxford Group is a revolution of God-control where 
God really guides you and your nation Everyone is guided by 
something What are you guided by? Is it your own desires? 
Is It your pocket-book? Your fears? Your wife? Your hus- 
band? Or what the neighbours think? If it is your own selfish 
plan, you are an enemy of the nation 
God made the world, and man has been trying to run it ever 

smce That must stop You remember what Will Rogers used 

to say "God made man a bide lower than the angels, and man 
has been gettmg a httle lower ever since ' ’ But now a new age 
has begun, where God is going to have right of way 
What we must have is a world-wide Christian front against 
the oncoming forces of matenahsm We read of buminc 
churches The only answer to burning churches is a Church 
aflame 

The god of cffiacncy is not enough Goodwill and good 
works do not reach the heart of the trouble Idealism has not 
succeeded The truth is that any lasting soaal and economic 
recovery can only be built on the foundation of a moral and 
spiritual recovery 

When you and I are not one hundred per cent God-gmded 
and God-controlled we are really hclpmg chaos All luke 
warm people are really helping chaos The fate of nations 
depends upon whether you and I are God-controUed 
A new illumination must come to the world I knew tk 
man who gave us electnc light You can still see his first bulb 
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which Mr Henry Ford treasurer in his laboratory at Dearborn. 
Everyone can get L'ght today provided he makes contact with 
the power station. And it is just as practical to make contact 
with God. Stcinmetz, the great saentist, foresaw this when 
he said that the ne.xt great discoveries would be m the realm of 
the spiritual. God has iliurmnadon for us, ifour contact is good. 

What we need is a supemational network of live wires 
across the world to every last man, in every lastplace, in every 
last situation. Many have been waiting for a great leader to 
emerge. The Oxford Group believes that it must be done not 
through one person, but through groups of people who have 
learned to work together under the guidance of God. 

The Oxford Group believes that the ordinary person can 
do the extraordinary thing if he is m touch with God. 

God can put thoughts into your mind. Have you ever hs- 
tened for them? Have you ever tried taking penal and paper, 
and writing down the thoughts that come ro you? They may 
look like ordtfury thoughts. But be honest about them. You 
might get a new picture ofyourself Absolute honesty, abso- 
lute punty, absolute unselfishness, absolute love. Those are 
Christ’s standards. Are they yours? You may have to put 
things straight. I had to. I began by writing to six people, 
admitting that iII-wiU between us was my fiuJt, and not 
theirs. Then I could really help people. Remember— if you 
want die world to get straight, get straight yourself 

God-control is the answer not only to revoludon, but in 
revolution. In a revoludon I svent through not long ago, God 
gave me direct orders to stay in a place which the authorities 
had said was the most dangerous of all I stayed Others, who 
fled m search of safety, nearly lost their lives. My fnend and I 
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The V, orld’s safety, America’s safety, your safety, the safer) 
of your home, lies m God-control 
Brains alone are not enough It is obedience that counts — 
obedience to God Amenca, Canada, must learn to obey 
God spoke to the prophets of old He may speak to you 
God speaks to those who hsten God acts through those who 
obey 

Suppose tomorrow morning you get up a bit earher and 
try listening to God Why not get the family to listen too’ 
Why not a spintual radiophone in every home’ 

We can listen m every day If we do, and if we obey what 
we hear, it is conceivable that together we will usher m the 
greatest revolution of all time, whereby the Cross of Christ 
will transform the world 



THE DESTINY OF NATIONS 


A manifesto in Rispcc Tide,* November, 1937 

By a AtiRACHEofscience, meftcan speak byradio to millions. 
By a miracle of the Spirir, God can speak to every man , His 
voice can be heard in every home, every business, every 
government. 

"When man listem, God speaks. 

When man obeys, God acts. 

It does not matter who you are or where you are. Accurate, 
adequate information can come from the Mind of God to the 
minds ofmen who are wiUmg to take their orders from Him. 

This is the revoludoa which wiU end revolution by chang- 
ing human nature and remaking men and nadom. 

People behevc that thdr leaders should be guided by God. 
But the rank and file must be guided too. A God-guided 
public opinion is the strength of the leaden. This is the dic- 
tatorship of the living Spirit of God, which gives ev’er)' man 
the inner discipline he needs, and the inner hberty he desires. 

Your seoirit)', the world's security, lies in God-control. No 
other social, pohdcal or economic programme goes to the 
root of the disease m human nature. 

Only God-controUed men will make God-controlled na- 
aons to make a new world. In diis adventure ever)’ man can 
find his vocation, ever)’ nation its desriny. 

* Rxsin^ TTi.apictonJrencwofiheOxford Group agunJcdisbjclerounJ 
of 1^orlll evenn, appwred m eight Izngoagn, wth a circutaoon of 1,500,000 
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WORLD IN CRISIS 


May the answer not be found m a reawakening to 
the fundamental values on which democracy was 
built, m a rcdedication of our people to those ele- 
mentary virtues of honesty, unselfishness and love 
which so many of us have allowed to take a secon- 
dary place’ In an age when lowered moral standards 
have become a breeding-ground for destructive 
forces, IS it not tmic for democracy to seek agam the 
sources of her strength and to demonstr-ate to the 
n orld the power of moral principles’ 

Thirty-three Manbers of Parliament of 
all parties iH a letter to The Times on 
Moral RerArmainenf, i September 1938 



MORAL RE-ARMAMENT 


III thi spring of 1938 Europe uas utiJLrgotn^ a nw of nerves 
Hitlers march into Austria haJ speeded the difiicc measures of 
the duiwcracics, hut their need for a umted spirit to meet the 
challui^e of militant ideologies uas nicreasim^ly clear 

On 29 May at a reception in hts honour in East Ham Ton n 
Hall, cradle of the British Labour Mot ement, FranL BiicJiinan 
launched Moral Re-Armament His aim uas a ivorld-ntdc 
mohilisalion of the moral and spiritual forces 11 Inch urgently 
needed to be gii en a rallying point anda philosophy Over^ 000 
oicrfoucd the Toun Hajl IVith him on the platform were 
more than sixty East Londoii Mayors Aldermen and Councillors 
IVithin a few days, press and^radio had earned Frani Bitchman's 
concept of Moral Re-Armament around the world 

The world’s condition cannot but cause disquiet and 
anxiety Hostility piles up between nation and nation, labour 
and capital class and class The cost of bitterness and fear 
mounts daily Friction and frustration are undermining our 
homes 

Is there a remedy that will cure the individual and the 
nation and give the hope ofa speedy and satisfactory recovery 5 
The remedy may he m a return to those simple home truths 
that some of us learned at our mother’s knee, and which 
many of us have forgotten and neglected — honesty, purny 
unselfishness and love 

The crisis IS fundamentally a moral one The nations must 
rc-arm morally Moral recovery is essentially the forerunner 
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of economic recovery. Imagine a rising tide of absolute 
honesty and absolute unselfishness sweeping across every 
country I What would be the e&cc?Whatabout t ax es ^ Debts? 
Savings? A wave of absolute unselfishness throughout the 
nations would be the end of war. 

Moral recovery creates not crisis but confidence and unity 
in every phase of hfe. How can we precipitate this moral 
recovery throughout the nations? We need a power strong 
enough to change human nature and build bridges between 
man and man, faction and faction. This starts when everyone 
admits his own faults instead of spot-hghdng the other 
fellow’s. 

God alone can. change human nature. 

The secret hes in that great forgQtren truth that when man 
listens, God speaks; v'hen man obeys, God acts; when men 
change, nations change. That po\ver active in a minority can 
be the solvent of a whole country’s problems. leaders 
changed, a nation's thinking changed, a world at peace wth 
Itself. 

“We, the Remakers of the World” — is that not the think- 
ing and willing of the ordmary man? The average man wants 
to see the other fellow honest, the other nation at peace wnth 
his own We all want to get, but with such changed leaders 
we might all want to We might find in this new spirit an 
answer to the problems which are paralysing economic 
recovery. 

Suppose everybody cared enough, everybody share< 
enough, wouldn't everybody have enough? There is enougl 
in the world for everyone's need, but not enough for every’- 
one’s greed. 

Think of the unemployed thus released for a programme of 
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Moral Rc-Armamcnt , c\ er) one in the nation magnetised and 
mobilised to restore the nations to sccunty, safety and 
samty 

Ev cr} man, oman and child must be enlisted, every home 
become a fort Our aim should be tliat everyone has not only 
enough of the necessities of life, but that he has a legitimate 
part in bnnging about this Moral Re-Armament, and so 
safeguards the peace of his nanon and the peace of the 
world 

God has a nation-wide programme that provides in- 
spiration and liberty for all and anncipates all political 
programmes 

Every employed and unemployed man employed m Moral 
Re-Armament, diis is the greatest programme of national 
service — putting everybody to work remaking people, homes 
and businesses A Swedish steelworker told me “Only a 
spiritual revolution goes far enough to meet the needs of men 
and mdustry ’ 

A Labour leader said ' I have seen the Labour Movement 
triumph and felt m the midst of triumph an emptmess The 
Oxford Group gave my hfc new content I see m its message 
the only key to the future of the Labour Movement and of 
industry the world over ” 

Only a new spirit m men can bring a new spint in mdustry 
Industry can be the pioneer of a new order, where national 
service replaces selfishness and where mdustrial plannmg is 
based upon the guidance of God When Labour, Manage- 
ment and Capital become partners under God’s guidance 
then mdustry takes its true place m national life 

New men, new homes new mdustry, new nations a new 
world 
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We have not yet tapped the great creative sources in the 
Mind of God. God has a plan, and the combined moral and 
spiritual forces of the nadon can find that plan. 

We can, we must, and we will generate a moral and 
spiritual force that is powerful enough to remake the world. 


Ncte: This speech was widely reported and reproduced in newspapen 
in every part of the world. In Washington it was reproduced as a full- 
page editorial in the UriifeJ Stales Neu’s, 6 September, 1938, and was 
United by the editor, David LawTcnce. with Woodrow Wilson’s last 
published aro'de, “The Road Away iiom Revolution” (AjJavlic 
Man(h}y, August; 192$). Air lamence xtrotc: "With Europe in the 
niidsc of a crisis which could conceivably bring on another World 
War . . . I have placed the nvo addresses alongside ofcach other because 
the note struck m 1923 by Mr Wilson u parceled in 193S in such elo- 
quent fashion by this eminent American leader. Dr Frank Buchman, 
who has begun to awaken in fift)* countnes of the world a realistic 
conception of human brotherhood.*' 
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A BIRTHDAY TALK 
TO EAST LONDON FAMILIES 

East Ham Toum Hatl 29 May, 1938 

I THOUGHT I ^\ould begin this evening by thanloiig our 
) ounger fnends who brought me flow ers this artemoon One 
of them gave me this poem He is ten years old 

Wc go on marching, wc are gouig to vvm 
With God as our Leader wc will surely beat sin 
Our army travels — north, east, south and west, 
Knowing in our hearts we are doing our best 
Wejust nave a quiet time and sec what God has to say» 

As things go wrong wejust kneel and pray 

We are very happy we are very gay 

When the world is like this, things will be O K. 

Now, there is real plulosophy m that I wish we could all 
say, “Everything’s O K ’ Well are we going to make it like 
that^ Somebody’s got to begin That somebody may have to 
be you I had to begm I came to England seventeen years ago 
alone, unknown, simply because two very good people want- 
ed to see two of their family different and that is how this 
work began I sail remember walkmg the streets of a certain 
town m England and feelmg I wanted to pinch myself because 
the thmgs diat came m my quiet ame were so amazmg God 

used to tell mem 1921 that there would be a mighty awaken- 

mg of God’s Almighty Spint m this land 
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One man changed, a aty changed, a whole nation changed 
Ever) man, every \\oman, every child mobilised in this mobile 
army If Ken, aged ten, can do it, every one of you ought to 
do It — a part of that mobile army for brmgmg Bntam under 
God-control Begm to see a moving army , something on the 
march 

Every home a fortress, every home a hfc-changing centre, 
where peoplejust naturally leam how to change others Sup- 
pose \\ e begm to magnetise and mobilise people in difforent 
cells throughout the country, wc will soon begm to change 
the moral climate ofBntain 

"Bntam and the world must re-arm morally ’ God gave 
me this as a key thought for this year specully 

God will begm to be m charge of these Isles Somebody has 
got to start Will you be that person^ Forget all about Frank 
Buchman, and that one day he had a quiet omc and now you 
have a movement in fifty-two countries Otherwise, you will 
miss the pointofaU this 

This IS my birthday message to you Why have wc been so 
long learning this^ The only sane people in an insane world 
are those guided by God Is East London gomg to brmg the 
world back to samty and secunty^ 
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A MESSAGE TO GREECE 


Oil Dr Buchtnans stUieth btrthJty 4jtiitc, 1938, messages of 
a^tction and respect poured tn from aU parts of the u orld Friends 
III different eoiiutries also asled him to send them some special 
1/ ord on this oeeasion Typical of these is the follou in^ message 
salt at the request of ftiaids in Greece ^ 

I TAKE SPECIAL PLEASURE wi responding to the request of 
my Greek friends for a message on my sixtieth birthday, 
because for thirty ) ears of those sixty 1 have had the privilege 
ofpcrsonal acquaintance with many foremost citizens ofyour 
great countr) And perhaps the observations of half a lifetime 
give one a certam perspective 
All the world knows how, m the past, Greece thwarted the 
enemies ofavilisation Other enemies are on the march today 
But they can no longer be overthrown on a single battlefield, 
and even those cultural forces which once saved Europe are in 
many countnes m danger of turmng traitor to the cause 
The enemies today arc selfish matenahsm and moral apathy 
They are the source of all national ills Only one power is 
strong enough to oppose them — the power of God-mspired 
men Agamst these moral and spiritual foes we must launch a 
moral and spiritual offensive The soul of the nations is at 
stake 

In this fateful struggle, where the fullest measure ofcourage, 
disciphne and sacrifice is required there are many who look 

I In November 1949 HM King Paul of die Hellenes conferred the Order of 

Commander oftfie Royal' Crdec ofKmg Geotge f ot''G'reecc on Dr Buchman 
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to the Hellenic people with confidence and hope They 
beheve that the glory of Grcere hcs not only in the past, but 
also m the present and the future They beheve that she tvill 
be faithful to her great traditions 


Note Pobocal leaders from, man} countnes sent grecongs to a dinner 
given for Frank Buchman in the House of Commons bs Members of 
all parues Ocher cnbuces came fiom Church leaders, induscruhscs and 
rcpresentaaves of Labour 

But the majontj of the greetings 't\erc from the thousands ofhomcs 
and indiwduals is ho had found new life through the Oxford Group-* 
Yorkshire mill gitb. Cl) deside sbipjard •norkers, Danish farmen, 
Ssscdish stcel-svorken. South A&ican gold-mmen, former head- 
hunters in Papua, all sorts and condiaons, from Hanimerfest in Nor- 
v,ay, northemmoif town m the norld, a> Buenos Aires and Ken 
Zealand. 

Mmonncs m Bunru * deeply grateful for )ou — cenrur)-oId barners 
disappearing”, a thousand Swiss at a national assembl) , sending thanks 
for‘ncw hope and new dcstm) that ) ou ga\e to this country” — these 
arc some of the hving messages of thousands which accompanied the 
greetings of statesmen Among them was the following, from the 
Archbidiop of Canterburj “I would like to send a message of con- 
granilation ro Dr Buchman on tbegreat work which he has been able 
to achieve m bnnging muJnrudes of human Lrcs in all parts of the 
world under the transforming power of Chnic. Cosmo Cantiiar 
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REVIVAL, REVOLUTION. 
RENAISSANCE 


hi August, foUoiiw<> a far-reaching response in Siieden, 

cspicially amongst the inteUcctiial leaders of social democracy and 
the industrial uorLers a Scandinatian Assembly for Moral 
Re-Armament u as held tii the old Hanseatic city of Visby, 
on the Island of Goltland Here, on this Smedtsh “island of 
rums and roses", hundreds gathered in the ruined cathedral, the 
only building large aiough to hold them hi this speech, i6 
1938, FraiiL Buehmait addressed those lulio had been 
drauit to Moral Re-Armament but had not, as yet fully 
comprcheudi.d its aims His purpose is to single out those who 
i< ill face Cod' s fullest challenge and accept from Him the task 
of saving tialtons m a time of 11 orld danger 

Today we want to forge a umicd battlefront The clear 
issue IS whether we are guided by God or not It is not 
whether we are clever It is not what nation we belong to 
We meet here today as Chnsuans and we meet as guided 
people, and our final source of authonty is God’s plan 
I hope that by the time I finish speaking some of you will 
have made a decision We have come here with different 
objectives First, some of the people have come here hopmg 
to be changed That is very good, very necessary Some of 
you come here with the hope that you will learn to change 
others That, too, is very necessary 
But the danger is that some of you want to stop there I am 
tremendously mterested m a third point— how to save a 
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crumbling ci^nlisation Tfcat is die thing that interests me 
But then I want a fourth thing t w ant to reach the miUions of 
the \\ orld 

All these things ought naturally to follow each other If 
) ou are changed, you naturally want to change other people 
The next thing is you nant to save ciwhsaaon Then you 
want to reach the millions out there It is a natural pro- 
gramme 

But sm comes along I don’t know if jou believe m it 
or not, but it is here Don’t spend the rest of the day argumg 
if It exists or not That is what some of you ^\ou]dl^kc to do 
You would miss the whole point We are not here to argue, 
we arc here for construenve planning and action 

I know what some of you would like out of the Oxford 
Group — a nice comfortable awakmng, you •v\ould call it a 
revival A nice armchair religion That is the thinking ofsome 
people But ifwe stopped there, I should be sorry Ifyoustop 
there, I am y our enemy unless I svam } ou A person who has 
that conception today is notadequatcly thinking and planning 
to save the miUions 

I am not interested, nor do ! think it adequate, if n e are 
gomg to begmjust to start another revival Whatever thought- 
fol statesman you talk to will tcU you that e\cry country 
needs a moral and spinrual awakening That is the absolutely 
fundamental essential But revival is only onelevelofthought 
To stop there is mfenor thinking Unless we call for some- 
thing bigger than that w c arc done for 
The next step is revolution It is uncomfortable A lot of 
Chnsaans don’t like the word It scares them It makes tliem 
goose-fleshy That’s where some of y our cnacs come from — 
goose-fleshy Chnsnans w*ith armchair Chmtiamty 


54 



REMVAL RESOLUTION, RENAISSANCE 


Ucqiti to work out how man) still go to church and ask 
whs the clmrcli toda) is not reaching one Iiundred per cent 
ofthepcople Iknow resolution makes people uncomfortable 
I am not here to make )ou comfortable, and I am not here to 
nuke sou like me What the 0\fbrd Group ssall gisc this 
and eser) nation is a spintual resolution 
But some of )ou arc not thinking tins ssa) Some of the 
clcsercst people in the ssorld arc thinking along the line of 
destruens c resolution and the) arc alrcadj atssork Ma) I 
sa) a sers strong ssord to )ou this morning’ I find here the 
same sort of inflammable matter that made Spam possible 
Unless ssc and others sec die bigger snsion of spintual revo- 
lunon the other ma) be possible 
Think of the uncomfortablcncss of iliat kind of res olution 
We arc met in a ruined church Hoss man> churches arc m 
rums m Spam toda) ’That is revolution— ver) uncomfortable 
The point is this Arc the Clinstians going to build a Chnstian 
philosoph) that ssall move Europe’ Are )oii the kind of 
Chnstians that can build that revolunon’ Is that the Nesv 
Testament’ Is that Chnstian’ Is that the sort of thmg )ou 
arc going to do’ Is that )our programme’ Is that )our 
policy’ 

If )ou arc not going on that batilcfront Iwish)ouweIl I 
am not going to quarrel with )ou or cnUcisc you You do 
c'Kictly what you like m the way you like That s your idea of 
democrac) 

I don t sa) it s true democracy but it s the popular practice 
of democracy For an mcreasing number of atizcns m demo- 
cratic states are now unwillmg to acknowledge m speech and 
action those umer aiithonties on which the life of democ 
racy depends Each man has his own plan It s so wonderful 
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each to have his own plan It’s such freedom, such hberty • 
Ever) one does as he pleases But not m the Oxford Group 
There ) ou have true democracy You don’t do as ) ou please, 
you do as God guides You do God’s plan 

I cannot go mto all the qualiaes necessary for a revolution- 
ary this mormng There were some people m the Acts and the 
Gospels who gave everythmg There were others who did 
not give everythmg Even m a re\olution some people want 
an amount of paddmg around them I want to ask you this 
mommg whether you want to be thatkmd ofarevoludonary 
If so, there may be a comfortable place for you bchmd the 
hnes But somewhere on the battlefront we will have the real 
revolutionaries 

There is a third stage — renaissance The rebirth of a people, 
mdividuals and the rebirth of a nation I know what you may 
say Illusion Illusion Illusion Insamty What is the insanity ^ 
Where is it’ 

Can we have this rebirth of a man and naoon’ Some 
people do not like the idea of nations reborn or ofreachmg 
the milhons They dendc such a programme by calling it 
‘‘pubhaty’ Read the Old Testament Look at Isaiah 52 You 
can begm at the sixth verse Let me read the seventh to you 
‘ How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
brmgeth good odmgs, that pubhsheth peace, that bnngeth 
good ndmgs of good, that pubhsheth salvation ” Does it say 
‘publish” there’ There is pubhaty It is amazmg how many 
Christian people and otherwise clever people are put ofFby a 
thing like this You mustn’t get pubhaty when y ou w ant to 
build something * All the pubhaty must be for destrucDon — 
or must It’ 

Take the word ‘ Gospel* Gospel means “good news”, 
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front-page news But people object if u gets on the front page 
One cntic objected He staned a clc\ cr phrase His cnticism 
got wide publiaty Do >ou know why lie started this clever 
phrase’ \Vh) do people do these things’ Why might I do 
such a thing’ If I don’t want someone to meet my needs, I put 
up a mce barricade, a nice smoke-screen Now that man’s 
clever phrase has gone over this country like a poison gas and 
the average man hasn’t had on his gas mask 
Do you see it’ The man who started that clever phrase is 
defeated in ins own life That’s the enemy It may be a very 
amiable enemy, but it is all the more dangerous He is going 
to keep thousands of people from getting the real tiling 
People arc going to sit back in their cells of defeat and you 
will never get at them You will never heal their lives 
People are shy and hesitant and fear criticism Cnticism is 
uncomfortable I know that It was like a dagger through my 
heart when I was first attacked I suffered I know what it 
means Due if you are a real revolutionary, you always main- 
tain perspective, no matter what people say about you No 
matter how stones come you go straight ahead Stones of 
cnticism are so bracing — they just set you up for the day 
I thank God tremendously for what has been done m tlus 
place for all the preparations you have made, for all the diffi- 
culties you have overcome Grateful for all that, but let s 
remember there is still sin m the camp And that sin may be 
mfenor thinking 

You will do well today to read the fifty-first psalm It is a 
tremendous human expenence And then, read m the New 
Testament about the Cross of Chnst You will never never 
never come mto this expenence until you know the Cross of 
Chnst Some of you have heard about it, Sunday by Sunday 
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but It’s not an experience If it \sere expenencc, )ou would 
not shrink from anything 

I am going to promise you one thing I am not turning 
back I am not turning back, no matter who does, no matter 
what It IS gomg to cost I do not want ) ou to come along just 
because I am here — that isn’t it That would be a poor revolu- 
tion That would be a poor fellowship Let us for a moment 
see a picture of the Cross of Christ, and let me say, if you join 
m this great crusade, you will get the way of the Cross I am 
not gomg to lure you by hopes of matcnal success I am not 
gomg to lure you by saving you are gomg to be heroes I am 
not gomg to lure you, although 1 heheve that these lands can 
give a pattern on how to live It is a personal experience of the 
Cross It IS not I, but Christ It is not I at the head, but Christ 
who leads 

There are meetmgs this afternoon — the lawj ers, the educa- 
tionalists These are important, but there is another more im- 
portant Cancel all others if>ou must for this one — the meetmg 
between God and yourself The biggest thmg this afternoon 
for )ou may be to go off alone and decide whether you arc 
going to be one of these fellow-revolutionanes, where you 
are gomg to stand on this battlefront 1 am not gomg to ask 
■y ou to make a decision nght now The thmg you have got to 
deade is bet\veen you and God Do it alone Write it dosvn if 
you want to It is a deed, like the transfer of property — so you 
turn over y our life to God, for full and complete direction as 
a fcUow-revolutionar) 

Then you are gomg to he free Then you are gomg to have 
true democracy because you arc free That’s my challenge to 
you 
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III Seplewber 1938 iheJirstlVorltlAssctiiblYforMoralRc- 
Anitamctif ti as belli at InfcrlaLeti m Sti itzcrlaiiii at a tune when 
the nations seemed on the i etgc of war In London gas masks 
tt ere issued to all cit ih ms mid in Hyd*. Park by the light of 
fares at night people uere di^ifiiiq air raid shiltcrs Armed 
forces » ere being mobilised and young men of many European 
countries uere recalkd from Interlaken to jo n their units 
for Frank Buehman the Assembly ti as pre-eminently an 
occasion for proclaiming a message of sanity to those men in 
II hose hands the destiny of an entire generation seemed to rest 
His ojening adltiss on 2 September 1938 follows 

Now WE MUST DEVELOP the framers ofthejust and lasting 
peace that is to be The actual conditions prescribed for world 
peace have proved to be without peace and have even, worked 
against peace 

We must create such a spirit that the nations even m times 
of decisive deasions have those quahties at hand and operative 
that are over and above the human wisdom which has so 
often failed us m the past 

We must bridge seemingly impossible and humanly hope- 
less situations We must have justice whereby each sees not 
only his difficulties but the difficulties ofothers also We must 
find that answer which will give satisfaction and security to 
all — an answer that is above party that is above class that is 
above faction that is above nations 

What IS the answer to this negative cloud that hangs over 
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the whole of Europe’ What will dnve away the clouds that 
have been hanging over the Jungfrau dunng these ominous 
days’ The very mountains seem to reflect the mood of a dis- 
turbed Europe 

We need to teach a whole new level of thinkmg, willing 
and hving It is only sheer blmdness that leads us to any other 
conclusion Anxiously the people are aw aitmg from the states- 
men and leaders those pronouncements that will give them a 
maximum secunty for all, the freedom, peace and jusace 
which the common mind of all should always supply, but 
which in times of crisis is delegated to the few 

The Oxford Group’s aim ever since the last war has been 
to give a whole new pattern tor statesmanship and a whole 
new level of responsible thinking — faculties only given to 
men who are living under God’s guidance, who are changed 
through daily contact wch God and through daily obedience 
to God Its aim IS to remake the world andprovide those prm- 
aples of hving chat cumulative experience has proved to be 
practical and demonstrable everywhere 

What is the particular gemus of presentmg truth that has 
made the Oxford Group so effective in so many countnes’ It 
goes to the root of the problem — a change of heart 

We have set ourselves the difficult task of trying to liqui- 
date the cost of bitterness and fear, which mounts daily The 
odds are seemingly against us, but just as individuals are 
dehvered from their pnson cells of doubt and defeat, so it is 
possible for nations to be dehvered from their prison cells of 
fear, resentment, jealousy and depression, and oftentimes 
through one illumined man, one masterful prophet How 
often this has been true in history* If this is true of one man, 
what can happen if a group of people m every nation carry 


6o 



PATTERN FOR STATESMANSHIP 


through the illumination and give a whole new pubhc 
opinion? 

When Moral Re-Armament is a reality, then tlie maintain- 
ing of presage need no longer be a factor in national policy. 
Every nation then finds its presage m its new mission, m 
taking new responsibility. 

The world lives today in the climate of suspicion, fear and 
greed. Tlie world awaits an inspired answer from statesmen 
as well as the ordinary man. Yes, mspired statesmen, guided 
not alone by human wTsdom, but by that added help which 
sees and recogmscs the Supreme Plan There must be an ade- 
quate plan for the world s ills, and if God has a plan, He also 
has God-prepared instruments. 
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Interlaicnf 6 September, 1938 

The world is at the crossroads The choice is guidance or 
guns We must listen to guidance or we shall listen to guns 
Every statesman admits that the world needs a new moral 
climate It is one thing to articulate a great truth hkc spinmal 
leadership It is another thing to live it and make it the con- 
stant of a nation’s hfe That IS really the crux of the matter It 
IS there we need the daily willing of every man under God’s 
control Through the lack of that sort of hving we have 
starved the nation’s hfe and the lives of the nations 
Spincual leadership must have a content of positive action 
far greater than what the world now associates with the terra 
A great many people when they hear someone speak about 
spiritual leadership say, “Thank God, someone is articulating 
the need I need do nothmg about it All’s well ’’ People agree 
and do exactly as they please The Oxford Group is a phalanx 
of God-controUed people from all lands who are constantl) 
wagmg a world war against selfishness It has been in action 
smee the last war training men for die moral re armament of 
the nations 

Everybody knows of somebody else the) would like to see 
difierent Every nation immediately thinks of some other 
nation that should be different What if they were’ That 
would be the answer to all our problems, if people were 
different and had the power to change the men and the 
nations And that is what the Oxford Group believes fcisiusc 
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as Simple and natural and normal as that, and it is just what 
ever) body is waitmg for. It is a national necessity Why don’t 
we reach the age of samty and do On the lowest basis it is 
the best msurance for everyone, and it means secunty if 
notliing else, for God has a suffiaent answer. 

Every man in every land should hsten to guidance For 
ever)' home, m every land, the natural and normal thing 
should be to get their programme from God In mdustry, m 
the workshop, m the nation’s life, m Parhament, the normal 
ihmg IS to listen to God Each nation expresses it m its own 
way— one nation in one way, and another m another, but all 
God-controlled and God-led Thus, wth God leading, all will 
understand each other 

Here m this philosophy is lasting peace, and only here You 
\vill not find it in any other quarter It is the peace that is bom 
of God-control I need not remind you that God-control 
means asking for guidance 

It IS a forgotten factor m world politics today — listening to 
guidance Yet in certain countries all the laws of the land are 
still made — at least according to the Statute Book — “under 
Divine Guidance” But suppose every individual had the 
moral re-armament of God-control Think what a strength 
that would be throughout the world • 

It would bring mto action those latent powers which we 
oftentimes hide under a cover of false reserve — and call it 
national character If those latent powers were released and 
mobilised under God they would generate enough power to 
change the thinking and hvn^ of the world 

There is a tremendous power, too, m a minority guided by 
God ThmkofapersoniikeJoanofArc She saved her nation 
The voice of God for her became the voice of reason for her 
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nation This is w hat our age needs The voice of God must 
once agam become the will of the peojile 
Think what God can do through the influence of the mil- 
lions who are hemg reached dirotigh this message of God- 
control Spiritual po^^ er is soil the greatest force m the ■s\ orld 
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HUMANITY 
AT THE CROSSROADS 


Inter! ilifi , lo Septemher, 193S 

I LOOKED OUT OH the fire of sunnsc on the Jungfrau this 
morning, as the Alps became illumined with the start of a new 
da) Is It to be God’s light of a new day for Europe and the 
world, or is it to be the fading hght of a doomed civihsation? 
The w orld faces this histone choice 
Immediate decisions he with the few who hold the reins of 
history m their hands Yet each of us must make the crucial 
decision that, come what may, out hves and our nadons ate to 
be controlled absolutely by the hvmg God and that we accept 
His plan for the world ^ 

The Oxford Group budds the strong fabric m the nation’s 
life that holds it firm It makes the nation conscious of the 
hvmg God It holds before the nation its primary national 
pohey— obedience to guidance 
Then family life ensures the nanon’s health and prepares 
God-govemed children who are fit to be anzens Then edu- 
cation finds Its mspiration as teachers and students, morally 
sane, are taught by God 

Then industry takes hope For confidence brings expansion 
and God control brings harmony and effiaency Capital and 
labour v. ork together, like the fingers on the hand Each man 
has a share m labour Each man builds up the nation’s capital 
Government, as one Prune Minister said, is then made 
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easier For the more men, under God, govern themselves, the 
less the) need government from outside Taxation goes dosvn 
as honesty goes up And the people naturally choose as leaders 
those who are most clearly led by God 
Moral Re-Armament creates tvhitc and red corpuscles, 
energy and protection, in the national blood-stream The 
poisons of decadence and division are thrown off, as a health) 
orgamsm throws off disease 

The Oxford Group is buildmg a world organism that takes 
the needs of nations and answers them i\ith men It is a chal- 
lenge to every man and every woman to enlist under God’s 
control m that colossal task What is ) our part in remaking 
the world’ He who refuses to enhst under God's orders thereby 
enlists in the cause of world destruction 
In ame of ^var, a naaon mobilises ever) energy fbrnaaonal 
defence If nations see a common encm) , they will unite in 
common acnon, sinkmg their national differences Suppose 
the world w ere invaded by a vast army from Mars, threaten- 
ing our existence would not the whole world jom forces m 
self^cfencc’ 

Is there no common enemy against which all the nations 
must fight shoulder to shoulder’ There is The common foes 
of fear, greed and resentment have worked -with deadl) accu- 
racy to bring the nations to the brink of catastrophe 
Why should the methods which have failed to influence 
mdividuals influence nations’ Do you respond to lectures to 
pious pronouncements from those who hghtly skip over their 
own mistakes’ Then why should we expect nations to 
respond’ 

Only Moral Re-Armament can bind the nanons together 
It arouses not fear, but confidence and gratitude Tc unites all 
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m the \\orld organism ofGod-dircctcd men and women, the 
responsible famil) of mankind 
Humanit) is at the crossroads We must reach a final dea- 
sion for ourselves and for our nations Do we choose the road 
of selfishness that leads to uncontrollable violence and dark- 
ness’ Or will It be the road of the Cross to a sound world, 
where we learn how to h\e together, where the anaent vir- 
tues ofjusticc, understanding and peace rule under God over 
a sane humanity’ 

The choice rests w ith c\ cry man For every man can under 
God be a remaker of men, and every God-controlled man 
becomes a force for Moral Rc-Armament 
Is this conviction a passion in your heart’ Then it will 
spread hke fire through >our nation 
Where arc the men m every land who will nse and accept 
the sovereignty of the living God, who will fight for their 
nations now by enlisting under the King of Kings, and who 
wll answer the aching hunger of mankind for peace and a 
new world’ 
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ONE THING 

CAN SWING THE BALANCE 


rpJhiiinglhe JVorU Assembly af JnterJaLen, DrBuehman uas 
uii ited to Genei a where a Itmdteon tvas given, on 15 September, 
1938 attended by diplomats and delegates to the League of 
Nations front ffiy-three countries He n as introduced by the 
Hon C J HambroofNoruay^ 

At times of CRisrswemmtre-^xammealJourvalues Our 
commonly accepted standards lad to be adequate We need a 
new quality of life for all Wc must possess some superior 
quality — a quality of living that nses above resentment, 
jealousy, greed and points of view, because all these may keep 
us from a maximum message 
People and nations for a Jong time have been thinking 
abnormall) Men and nations suffer from the numbmg disease 

1 la ius incroducnon the Hon. C J Hsmbro said Some of lu delegates to 
the League Assembly have asked jou to come here today to meet and to hear 
Dr Buchman and some of his i^ow workers m the Oxford Group We have 
done so because wc have felt that 10 this hour of grave apprehenaon and fear it 
u of via} importance to meet hope and Hub azid strength. 

We have the impression that these people have succeeded in fundamental 
things where ssc have faded They have created a fellowship of men and 
women irrespective of naQonahty and pohccal doctrine They have created 
that constructive peace which we have been seeking in vain for yean So we 
have asked them to come to give ns the right mind for preparing that Moral 
Re Armament which thev have already prepared among $0 many naaons 
‘Where ss e have faded m changmg pohocs they have succeeded m changing 
hves and giving men and women a new way of living 
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of autointoxication The world is drugged with its own sin 
and Winded with its own selfishness People have accepted 
standards lower than tlic) know the> ought to accept 

Some superhuman pow cr is needed to change the thinking 
of the ordmaf) man and of those who lead We need to call 
into being a whole new philosoph) of living — that quality of 
life that IS abote part>, above class, above faction, above 
nations — God-control 

It IS one thing to sa) that God-control is the onl) true 
pohc) It IS another thing to make it a reality m the life of a 
nation A wholencw fabncnccdstobcwoven Anyofuscan 
recall a succession of conferences which started with high 
hopes butcndcdwith failure Yctconfcrcnccs, God-controlled, 
would surprise everyone, because they would be successful 
and accomplish w hat they set out to do 

It IS the super-statesmen who make God-control their pro- 
gramme, who w^!l solv e the ills of mankind and usher m last- 
ing peace The great men of history arc the men who can 
articulate and ttanslatc into action the answer to war, the men 
who will confess their own shortcomings instead of spot- 
lighting those of others 

Individuals and nations need to have a sense of repentance 
Awaken the individual and you awaken the nation Then, we 
shall have a new moral climate and an answer to present cnsis 
and recurrent enscs This colossal task requires the combined 
wisdom of God and man 

Statesmen everywhere are becoming convinced that tbs is 
the only lastmg programme, but we still need to develop men 
who will put It into action in their different countries It is like 
the early days of the Bell telephone Installation is still defec- 
tive and reception is suU hnuted 
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The only thing that can swing the balance between defeat 
and victory is the decisive voice of God — statesmen and their 
people unitedly under God’s control. Statesmen of the world 
must have the courage to inaugurate a new day and a new 
way — to be the peacemakers of the new world. 


Note A few days later the editor of the Journal Je Geneve, M Jean 
Martin, sent to editors all over the world a special supplement of his 
paperreportingthencwsofMoral Re-Armament In an accompanying 
letter he wrote, “Whatever happens m Europe, Moral Re-Armament 
remains the only answer to recurrent cnsis and the one foundation for 
reconciliation and permanent peace In these cnucal da) s the Press 

of every nation can play a decisive parr in the moral re-armament of 
world public opimon I am anxious diat niy paper shall contribute to 
this progranunc ” 
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A MIGHTY ANSWER 


Through tfu period of the Munich cnstt m the aiiluinn of 1938 
Europe faced the threat of ti ar In this Armistice Day message 
cn III London ii Noi ember 1938 Frank Btichman sought 
to recall to nahiy those nho blindly hoped that peace could be 
presined uluU tiny themsihes ftinained undisturbed uithoiit 
facing iiiher the riality of the dinger or thi need of a radical 
change in their pirsonal and national lif 

My loved drother rests m a grave in France Armistice 
Day bnngs back treasured memories There is a spot m France 
that IS for ever mine It is marked m perpetuity Many very 
many, share a similar fate We are comrades in a great sacri- 
fice How can vv e make this Armistice Day serve so that the 
day may come when such a loss can never happen agam? 

The secret lies m those two minutes of silence — if we, as a 
nation, could catch the reahty of God s guidance m those 
preaous moments 

For many, those t\\ o mmutes are a great expenence but do 
not serve the fullest purpose To many it is an awkward time 
So much might happen so httle actually docs We are not 
certain what to do We try to remember the faces of those 
loved long since and lost awhile We want something but it 
seems to elude us We come a\ray with only a vague sense of 
uphft 

Gnef may be selfish and keep us from contact vvith God 
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Grief may cloud the presence of God and so make us fail in 
giving an adequate answer. The people who wallow in selfish 
grief are in the grip of self-pity and become traitors to the 
cause for which their loved ones died. They go from crisis to 
crisis and from problem to problem. Their very selfisliness 
makes another generation of graves possible and even neces- 
sary. They see the other man and other nations as their prob- 
lem, and have no constructive answer for themselves or their 
nation. 

They fail their generation because they do not wish to be 
involved. They are too preoccupied ever to articulate the great 
truths that God has a plan for their generation, and that a 
whole new philosophy of hvmg is possible. 

Shall I tell you what happens when I listen? I give my mind 
to disciplined direction. I find that God’s thoughts can become 
my thoughts. Direct messages come from the Mmd of God to 
the mind of man— defimte, direct, decisive. God speaks. 

Radio has given us a counterpart. Whenever we see that 
instrument, wc know that if we tune in, we shall find a 
response. But many who ought to know better still fail to 
listen. They must follow their egocentnc way stdl further, 
continue to talk, talk, talk, rather than learn the great compel- 
ling truth, the great symphony diat comes to us when we 
listen. God has a plan for the nations Nations are searching for 
a whole new experience of truth. 

Shall we at last as a nation, during our silence, make a high 
resolve that we shall at all costs discover in that silence the 
answer for enduring peace? Armistice Day can become the 
framework of a mighty answer. If we give those two minutes 
on Armistice Day, we may form a daily habit We may find 
those two minutes so satisfymg that guidance becomes the 
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daily source of all our creative thinking and living In this 
way silence can be the regulator of men and nations For 
guidance comes in silence. 


Note On Arnustice Day, 1938, Tlie Tmes published a letter from the 
Earl of Athlone and other naoonal leaders which read, in part, ' The 
strength of a nation is shown in the courage to admit her own faults 
The glory of a nation is to have a creative message for the world. For 
this we need not only inspired statesmanship but daily inspiration in 
every business, every workshop, every home We must teach ourselves 
to apply pracDcally to conduct the Christian standards of honesty, 
punty, and love, and to moke fulfilment of the will of God the touch- 
stone of public and pnvate life 

"Moral rc-armament must be the foundaQon of nauonal life, as it 
must be of any world settlement The miracle of God s Living Spirit 
can break the power of pnde and selfishness, of lust and fear and hatred , 
for spiritual power is the greatest force ui the world 

‘ Throughout her long history this country never failed, and has not 
failed now, to meet recurrent crues widi the courage which each 
demanded But the spmtual crisis remains, and calls for action Nation 
and Empire must stand or fall by our response to that call The choice 
IS moral re-armament or naoonal decay That choice wiU dcade 
whether ouis is ultimately to go the vny of other dead kmgdoms and 
empires, or whether our Commonwealth, led by God may become a 
leader of the world tow aids samty and peace 
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hi this broadcast, arranged by the Bntish Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion 27 November 1938 * Dr Bsuhiuan gii es content to the 
rei ohitionary change re^tired personally, socially and nationally 
to bring a permanent aiuti er to n orld co ijhct 

The world today is waiting for guidance We are now 
fighting a greater w ar than any war since the world began It 
IS not nation against nation, but Chaos against God 
The world today is waiting for die answer 
New men, new nations, a new world — God-controlled 
There > ou have a programme vahd for a w orld crisis 
Vahd religious experience has power to change a person a 
home, an industry, a nation Some e\prcssion of religious 
experience greater than ever before must be called mto being, 
sometfamg unlimited b> our prejudices fax abo\e our per- 
sonal pomts of wesv, something instinctively recognised bi 
everyone as the long hoped for solvent of every problem 
We must rethink and relive our whole conception of 
rehgious experience Much admittedly, has not been vahd 
experience Oftentimes it has been rehgious mvahdism — a 
crass, insipid dull, tepid unimagina&ve maladaptation of 
what ought to be grcathfc-^ving, nation forming expenences 
It has been a warped conception, marredbymoral twists Due 
to our spintually poverty -stneken lives we c\ en ghbly admit 
that busmess and pohnes do not mix with rehgion 

* In a scn« of taikt cnticlcJ “Tlie Validitv of Religjouj Expenence 
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We have been so long on the low levels of religious expen- 
ence that we cannot readily grasp what an Alpine range of 
expenence could be ours if all our thinking, acting and plan- 
ning were God-controlled and not man-controlled We need 
a whole new creative force let loose in the world — a rehgious 
expenence so dynamic, so wholly adequate that, m the words 
of Isaiah, ‘ Nations shall run untotheebecauseof the Lord thy 
God 

President Roosevelt has said, “I doubt if there is any prob- 
lem— soaal pohtical or economic — that ^vlll not melt before 
the fire of a spintual awakening ” 

Today we dnft with the tide instead of creatmg the experi- 
ence that will turn the tide In the recent crisis many people 
again turned to God Man’s extremity may be God s oppor- 
tunity But as an Edinburgh landlady told me “Itisonethmg 

to pray during the crisis as hundreds have done It is another 
thing so to hve that it does not happen again 

Now, how can we find this new quahty of hvmg’ How 
can we capture that spirit that can change the world? It can 
only come from a genuine rehgious expenence that is vabd 
for a change of heart for changed social conditions for true 
national secunty for mtemationai understanding It is vahd 
because it originates in God and issues in actual changes in 
human nature 

To bnng such an expenence to every auzen is the highest 
form of naaonal service and must be our supreme national 
objective 

Here is work for everyone, cveryivhere Our great need 
today IS not to vouch for that \ahdity by argument or 
explanation but to demonstrate it b> creating ne^^ men ner\ 
nauons a new world 
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Wc must recapture the power of personal religious expen- 
ence Children are bom every day It ought to be just as 
natural for people to be reborn every day 
Let me quote from the diary of an East London w oman, 
unemployed, but fuUj employed because she is bringing a 
rehgious experience to others She says 

For me e\ ery day m East London is full It is won- 
derful to see the fighting spint of the people m spite of 
all the difficulties I have just been to stay with my 
mother, who is eighty-six, and my family When I 
arrived they were just as curious as they could be to 
hear about people being reborn every day in East 
London My brother, who was a pagan and used to 
ndicule all I did, said, “After all you have told me I 
begin to see you are right I need to be different ’’ His 
svife was changed the day before I left, and I heard 
them talking it over before five o’clockm the morning 
Now my sister and mcce are well on the way to being 
changed, and also a younger brother and his wife and 
nvo sons The crisis has made many of us women 
think. Tomorrow night we older women of East 
London meet, and our guidance is that we talk on how 
to makeevery home a centre for MoralRe-Armament 

That is the work of an unemployed woman Now listen to 
her son’s diary 

A barge-builder got changed last week And last 
mght a fellow from the gas-works At one meeting 
there was a milkman three grocers, nvo laundry wor- 
kers a telephone operator We ha\ejU5C succeeded in 
getting a stnke settled and some tw o hundred men 
went back to work 
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The work of that mother and son can be a pattern for the 
nation It is a pattern whidi if multiphed by the thousand 
would be an answer to unemployment for in the divme 
scheme of thmgs there is no sudi thmg as unemployment It 
would make for true equality and brotherhood If everybody 
cared enough if everybody shared enough wouldn’t every 
body have enough’ 

Daily the work of making new men out of old goes on 
apace How quickly real spmtual experience can multiply and 
reach a whole commumty Brother speaks to brother and 
neighbour to neighbour So the new spirit spreads Out of 
one new home can come a hundred new homes 

Changed hves are the true foundation of a new world 
order An eminent editor has said that hfc-changmg on a 
colossal scale is the only hope left for the world today We 
know that everything else has failed Disarmament has foiled 
The League of Nations has not fulfilled the plan of its de 
signers Human plans foil m human character Why not try 
God s plan’ For those of vou who are soil unconvinced the 
thing to do is to try it 

And remember to be valid a religious expenence must 
have a moral backbone 

A few weeks ago at Geneva a Foreign Minister^ told his 
fellow delegates his expenence m difficult pohncal decisions 
I was recently diplomatic Mimster m a country 
wluch had a dispute with my own We lost the case I 
was annoyed at the way certain papers reported the 
affair The attitude of my countiv was made to look 
ndiculous 

At that time I had been mvited to speak at an impor- 

‘DrJ A N Panjn Fore gn Minister of the Netherl*nds 
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tant dinner in the capital aty to v, hich I was accredited 
It was suggested that I should speak about this case At 
first I resolutely refused But just before I was about to 
respond to the toast, the conviction came to me that I 
had to refer to the dispute I comphmented my hosts 
on their success and said that m the future we should be 
better fiiends 

From that da} all bitter comments against my coun- 
tty ceased The fact that I was able to make such a 
speech was only because of my deep conviction that it 
was much more m accord with God’s Will than the 
speech which I had prcviousl} \\Tshed to make 

Later this Foreign Minister, m presenting his foragn policy 
to his Pachamenc, stated 

We can perceive a new spintual life m the tvorld 
which promises hope for the future It finds expression 
m the efforts for Moral and Spintual Re-Armament 

The Government shares the wish expressedby several 
Members of Parhament that these efforts ma} power- 
fuUypenctratecvcrycouncrysvithout exception Thev 
deserve all support our country can give them 

He said chat of his country Whatofours^ 

The world is slow to realise that the spiritual is more power- 
ful than thcmatenal, that God splan for the world is mfmitel) 
greater and more perfect than any imposed by a government 
on Its people, that what we need is the dictatorship of the 
Hoi} Spint 

Only a great spiritual expcnencc on the part of national 
leaders of everv party, class and creed will ever make an} 
world conference or an} League of Nanons a workable basis 
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for bringing peace Such efforts must be God-directed Mark 
you, there is no alternative 

We must let the Prince of Peace Himself dictate the pro- 
gramme of peace to men who have learned that the secret of 
peace hes first m their own hearts, then m their homes Then 
they can hope to brmg peace m the femily of nations 
A peace conference or a League of Nations can only succeed 
^vlthnewmen First wemusthavenew men Newnaoonswill 
follow naturally and logically Then we shall have a new 
world where war shall be no more, where faction shall not 
nse against faction, class against class, interest against interest, 
or nation against nation 

Children, too, understand these great truths A boy of ten 
m East London says, “If you want to stop war m the world, 
stop tvar m the home ” Ask yourself how many really happy 
homes you know — and the home is the basis of the nation’s 
hfe 

Ask yourself, “Is your home governed by a democracy or a 
dictatorship^’’ I fear that many, all too many, ardent advo- 
cates of democracy reserve for themselves the nght to be 
dictators m their o^vn home Selfish m the home, they have 
no constructive programme for a selfish world 

Disunity m the home makes disumty m the nation Com- 
promise and conflict sap the power of national hfe Countless 
famihes everywhere, who want peace in the world, are waging 
a private war of their own, and so are robbing their country 
of a united effort Thus democracy, too, misses m practice the 
expenence of a God-led nation 
In industry, oftentimes, the forgotten factor is that God has 
a plan And that forgotten factor is the key to every problem 
that industry faces Only a new spirit in men can bring a new 
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spint in industry and create the £iir play and effiaency that 
industry needs Industry can be the pioneer of a new order 
A Canadian farmer whose crops have failed for eight years 
— last year through drought, this year through grasshop- 
pers — says, “The greatest hardship we can have on our farm 
would be to get out of toudi with God “ 

Today one hears too much the voice of man One is sated 
with It One longs agam for the Voice of God Yes, longs for 
the Voice of God to become the voice of the people, the Will 
of God the will of the people 

Then a new spirit would sweep all countries, overcome all 
difficulties, bndge all points of view, conquer all prejudices, 
enhance all primary loyalties, and give unity to national hfe 
A whole nation can respond to the great essentials An Oxford 
shop-girl says, ‘ What England needs is a Magna Cartainspired 
by God and signed by everybody ’ A valid rehgious experi- 
ence would be the foundation stone of the State 
To be valid in these decisive days our religious experience 
must once again become a marching fighting conquering 
world force A mighty change on a colossal scale is the only 
hope left This change begins with a change m human nature 
through Jesus Christ 

New men — new homes — new industry — new nations — a 
new world 

The world is anxiously waiting to see what Jesus Christ can 
do m, by, for and through one man wholly given to Him — 
God-led You can be that man 
The world is anxiously waiting to sec whatjesus Christ can 
do m by, for and through one nation wholly given to Him — 
a nation God-lcd It can be your nation 
A nation led by God \vill lead the world 
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At a luncheon gwui tn honour of Dr Biichmatt by the National 
Trade Union Club, London, November, 1938 

I WANT TO SAY at the outset how happy I am to be here to- 
day I am glad I can. have the luncheon m this upper room, in 
these surroundings hallowed by many an hour of the fellow- 
ship of those who have the cause of the worker nearest their 
hearts You must have hatched out many a plot here ' I feel at 
home with old revolutionaries, like those sitting here, Ben 
TiUett^ and Tom Mann What I like about you men is that 
) ou are hard-hitters and square-shooters You and others here 
know what it is to face persecution I am a revolutionary, too, 
and I know what pcrsecuuon means It was durmg a tune of 
great persecuaon that God gave this thought to me — “Perse- 
cution IS the fire that forges prophets ” 

The Oxford Group is a revolutionary movement That is 
the reason Labour understands it That is why the Oxford 
Group understands Labour The) arc both out for revolution 
I am talking to men who arc authonties m their special sub- 
jects, men with vast experience We can’t hope to cover m 
twenty minutes all the important questions involved The 


^ Ben TiUett the veteran dockers leader, became a warm friend “I 1,1,-^ 
Frank Buchmau, he once said “He talks simply He is a great man because he 
IS a great lover of his fellow men ’ When Ben Tillett lay dying, he sent tha 
message to Frank Buchman ‘ TeD him to go on fightmg Give him my love 

and wishhim the best ofluck Tcllhim You have a great mtemanoual move- 
ment Useit It IS the hope oftomorrotv It will bnng back sanity to the world,” 
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mam pomt I want to make is that the background we need for 
solving all these important questions is a new spint, new men 
with a new spirit 

Think of the new spirit that Keir Hardie brought mto the 
world of Labour Think of the debt England and the world 
owe socially and econormcally to Keir Hardie 
British Labour was cradled in a spintual awakening Who 
can measure the far-reaching effects m social and economic 
pohey of such an awakening? 

We beheve in trade revival, m busmess revival But there is 
an even more important factor — and this is the ami ofMoral 
Re-Armament — moral and spintual revival that leads mto a 
spiritual revolution and a soaal and economic remisssnce As 
President Roosevelt has said, “I doubt if there is any problem 
— soaal, political or economic — that would not melt before 
the fire of a spintual awakening ” 

Bnash Labour and Moral Re Armament ha\ e the same 
birthplace — East Ham And the samespmt that cradled Bnmh 
Labour has cradled Moral Re-Armament, and it, too, has 
caught the imagination of the world 

Leaders of Bnash Labour recendy wTote m the Daily 
Herald 

Basically, the w orld unrest is to he found m the root 
disease of materialism showmg iGelfm widespread self- 
ishness, fear and greed — ^not in this nauon or that, but 
m all We are all guilty Labour in all countnes, if true 
to Its tradiUons of placing human and spintual values 
before material things, can build bndges over naaonal 
bamers and play a decisive part m the reconahaoon of 
nations 

It can make such a contnbution to world conditions 
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that the voice of faction and self-interest can be efifec- 
Uvely dealt with fear will go and God s great plan for 
mankind iviU be revealed and find expression Such was 
the dynamic spint of the best of the early Labour 
leaders and it must again be tc-created This is what 
Moral Re-Armament means for Labour 


I have known and shared the lot of the working man My 
first venture was a home for workmg boys in an industn^ 
aty I wanted them to have suffiaent food and the nght sur- 
roundings I began by takmg care of a family who had only 
had one poor room to live m The father died in the alms- 
house The mother was a dipsomaniac The children were 
little wild men School to them ivas a penalty and oftentime 
when I had them safely m school m the morning by noon 
they were off agam for another three days hohday Getting 
them started in a job didn t interest them because diat meant 
regular hours at work For them it was a hardship even to sit 
down for three meals a day 

In addition I had difficulties with my Board They did not 
understand the problems ofnutntton and training Wegot up 
against each other and it was then that I leamt that I too like 
those children wanted to have my own way and that the 
solution of our soaal problems lay in the human heart When 
I changed I found the spint ofthose around me changed We 
leamt to pull together We leamt to umte 
That IS the great lesson that Labour can teach the world 
After a recent conference with Labour a leader said to me 
You have given us i new fellowship It must become the 
spint of a V. orld fellowship 

What we need is a new umty sa>s a friend who is sitting 
here ivith the other Labour women today They as good 
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housewives know what happens when they make jelly It is 
the 'jell” that makes the jelly, and every housekeeper knows 
that the secret is that thejelly must “jell” to give it consistency 
and unity And that is what we need m Bntain today We 
need to “jell” We need the secret of unity 
I have a message today from the President of a CIO union 
in the steel mdustry m America He came over to this country 
recently to study Bntish Labour He got a new vision for 
Labour m America We have unusual conditions over there 
We have a spht, a schism Not all the Labour leaders there see 
eye to eye • This man’s message was that the rival Labour 
leaders could see eye to eye They all ought to be diiferent and 
then they all could get together 
My friend can say things bke that, because everyone knows 
he IS domg a good job and not looking for anything for him- 
self Think of the overhead ofsuch a spht in American Labour 
Think how it saps our productive energy 
In one country we visited, two pohucal parties openly 
called each other pickpockets After our visit the leaders of 
these two parties got together A new unity was bom and out 
of it came new pohaes The Conservatives became so con- 
structive that the Labour Party passed a vote of confidence m 
them The Labour leaders said, “On this basis we shall have 
to rethink the philosophy of Labour and build unity ” 

The world needs a new moral and spiritual climate The 
Oxford Group is a national necessity because it is creatmg that 
moral and spiritual climate where people m every party, class 
and creed can hve and work togedier 
labour united can umte the nation Labour led by God can 
lead the world 
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MRA — A NATIONAL NECESSITY 


During the wniter following the Mtimch crisis Britain luas 
awakening to the need for immediate re-armament In addition 
nationalleaders concemedwiththemoraltotal preparedness of the 
country took up the call for Moral Re^Armamcnt Through a 
senes of statements in the correspondence columns of The Times 
and other newspapers they placed the issue before the country 
This call tvas fliiiii ered by the Press and by national leaders in 
iiianyEuropeancoimtries in the Dominions and the United States 
in the Middle East and III Asia Tnafewmonths the hope contained 
iH the two nords Moral Re Armament caught the imagi- 
nation of nations and gathering momentum circled the world 
The following Neu Yearnessagei as given by Dr Buchman 
at the request of the British Press Association January 1939 

MRA MCANS personal and naoonal Moral Re-Armament 
MRA IS the answer to the dark forebodings and fears for 
1939 It IS the minimum necessary equipment for the New Year 
MRA IS as essential as ARP and takes away the fear MRA 
IS a commodity for every householder 

MR^ stands for a prejudice-free level ofhving Itstands for 
a common denominator of immediate constructive action for 
everyone above party race class creed point of view or 
personal advantage It is God s propert) — the new thinking 
the new leaderslnp that everyone wants It means God m con- 
trol personally and nationally It means the knowledge and 
e\act information that God s guidance brmgs It is God s gift 
to brmg an msane world to samty 
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MRA means honesty, punty, unselfishness and love — 
absolutely, personally and nationally MRA means power to 
change people — our enemies as well as our fiiends — the other 
fellow and the other nation 

MRA IS good for everyone but necessary for us ItwiUhelp 
other nations but most of all our own and ourselves It will 
rearm people and nations against selfish and divisive points of 
view 

The aim ofMRA IS twofold first to restore God to leader- 
ship as the directing force m the life of nations, and then to 
work for the strengthening of morale \vithm a country and so 
build a healthful national hfe 

MRA must go to every heart and home throughout the 
world 

MRA IS a race with time to remake men and nations It is 
the ordinary man’s opportumcy to remake the world 


Note To the leaders of Nazi Germany Moral Re-Armament appeared 
as the Christian garment for world democratic aims The official 
Gestapo report on the Oxford Group (see page 307) d'*nounccs Frank 
Buchman and the Oxford Group for uncompromismgly taking up a 
&ontal posinon against Naoonal Socialism and states The Group 
breathes the spirit of western democracy they encourage their 
members to place themselves fully beneath the Christian Cross and to 
oppose the cross of the swastika wnth the Cross of Christ, as the former 
seeks to destroy the Cross of Chnst 
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In the spring of 1939, Frank Buchman returned to the United 
States with a force of 130 trained workers from many nations 
His aim 11 as to make knomt the idea of Moral Re-Armament 
across the whole American continent Through great assemblies 
m New York, Washington and Los Angeles, Frank Buchman 
and Jus force spoke to the nation, and MRA was carried from 
coast to coast by press and radio On the eve of this campaign, 

Dr Buchman was invited to address the country’s leading news- 
papermen at the National Press Club, Washington,B May, 1939 

Three great tasks confront this generation To keep the 
peace and make it permanent To mdee the wealth and work 
of the world available to ail and for the exploitation of none 
And with peace and prospenty as our servants and not our 
masters, to build a new world, create anew culture and change 
the age of gold mto the Golden Age 

Often men have beheved they could achieve the Golden 
Age by their o\^'n efforts But man’s wisdom has proved want- 
mg Today we are at our wit’s end The new world wc all 
long for will not come by our own \visdom, but by obedient 
co-opcration with God m the task of Moral Re-Armament. 
M RA pomts the w ay It is God’s answer to this generation 
What this age needs is a nc\v pattern of democracy de 
signed by God and worked by everyone 

Let me report to )ou something of the wide response to 
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Moral Re-Armament across die Atlantic. A recent remark- 
able series of letters m the London Times and other papers 
brought it to the attention of Europe. Its urgent need as the 
strength ofnaoonal life was stressed in a statement signed by a 
group of Members of Parliament from difierent parties; 

Democracy ^vithout high character disintegrates. 
Nor is it enough to be the self-appointedjudge of other 
systems. In an age when lowered moral standards have 
become a breedmg-ground for destructive forces, is it 
not time for democracy to seek again the sources ofher 
strength, and to demonstrate to the world the power 
of moral principles? ... A crusade for Mor^ Re- 
Armament appears to be spreadmg rapidly and pro- 
viding a common meeting-ground in many of the 
chief storm centres of the world. We believe there 
would be general agreement among thinking men 
that something of this land is generally required. . . . 

A histor)'-makmg letter which sarred Europe and which 
included in its signatories, as an expression from the fighting 
forces, a Marshal of the Royal Air Force, an Admiral of the 
Fleet and two Field-Marshals, as well as semor statesmen like 
Lord Sahsbur)' and Lord Baldwin, contained these words ' 

The real need of the day is therefore moral and 
spiritual re-arraament- ... A growing body of people 
in this and other countries arc making it their aim. . . . 

Were we, together with our fellow men e\’crywhere, 
to put the energ)' and resourcefulness into this task that 
wc now find ourselves obliged to spend on national 
defence, the peace of the world u'ould be assured. 

God’s living Spirit caUs each nation, like each indi- 
vidual, to Its highest dcstmy, and breaks down the 
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barncK of ±ear and greed, of suspiaoii and hatred This 
same Spirit can transcend conflicting pohtical systems, 
can reconcde order and freedom, can rekmdle true 
patriotism, can unite all atizens m the service of the 
nation and all nations m the service of mankmd ^ 

No world movement can succeed which does not have the 
support ofLabour Fortunately Moral Re Armament has this 

pport The present chairman of the Trades Umon Congress 
representing five nulhon workers, and three former chairmen 
arc w 0 eheartedly back, of it It is the new thinkmg and the 
new philosophy that everybody wanK Moral Re- Armament 
was cradled m East London, birthplace of the Bntish Labour 
rs what Tod Sloan says— one of KeirHardic s 
o collaborators m the Labour Movement He describes lum- 
se as a watchmaker by trade and agitator by nature' 

Here in East London the people are really hungry 
lor a new leadership They want this new thinkmg and 
since Moral Re-Armament came to West Ham it has 
reached out m all directions, and today there are man) 
nomes where whole famihes arc hvmg this quahty of 
Ine This to me is the only revolution that matters — 
the change m human nature — and it does happen 

W) final word comes from a group of your colleagues m 
Britain — newspaper publishers and editors Writing m their 

* Jignatoncs of this letter which appeared ai Tie Times lo September 
>938 Were Earl Baldwin of Bewdley the Marquess of Salisbury Lord 
Amuircc Field Marshal Lord Birdvw»d Sit William Bracg the Earl of 
^^^Brendon. Admiral-of-the-Fleel the Earl of 0>rk and Orrerj Lord Dcs- 
borough. Lord Kenner the Earl of Litton Professor J W MackaJ, Fidd- 
MarshrJ Lord Milne Sir Datnd Ross Viscount Sanlcc) Lord Stamp Lord 
Stanmore Marshal of the Ro>al Air Force the Viscount Trenchard 
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BACKBONE OF 
THE REAL AMERICA 


Moral Rt-Aruwniait ii as latinchedin IVashiitgtou at a National 
Meeting in Comtitiilton Hall 4 June 1939 


MRA IS THE TRIUMPH ofa God-given thought It came as 
the answer to a cnsis that threatened avihsation A re- 
emphasis of old truths was let loose m the world— simple 
home-spun truths that have been the backbone of the real 
Amcnca — the guidance of God and a change of heart 
Everyone agreed that these great truths had to be recap- 
tured, rehvcd and restored to authority— truths which, were 
they practised, would bnng the answer The phrase that 
riveted itself upon the attention of men and women every- 
where was “Moral and Spmtual Re-Armament’ 

Leadership of the future goes to the men of moral courage 
the men who ask and give three feet to the yard, sixteen ounces 
to the pound As Americans as patnots we find that M RA is 
the common denominator on which ever) one can umte In 
an age of material perfection we must usher m the age of 
spiritual force The Voice of God must become the voice of 
the people the Will ofGod the will of the people This is the 
true democracy 


Amenca is not without her problems m business, the hom 
m mdustr^ in avic and in government hfe We need a * 
dedication ofour people to the elementary virtues ofhon 
unselfishness and love and we must have the wall again to fi j 
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wint uniics people rather than what diMtlcs them. It niu^t 
become tlic of a new era, a new age, i new a\ ilisation 
Tile future depends not onK on what a few men nn) 
deadc to do in Europe, but upon what a nulhon men deadc 
to be m America 


Sett On this occasion, svhen Moral Re-Armament was bundled ui 
Washington, Senator Truman read a message of support from Presi- 
dent Roosevelt Oilier messages of support to tlus mectaig were also 
received from 240 Members of die BnQsh House of Commons, from 
a distinguished group of Members of the House ofLords, from British 
industrul and trade union leaden, and from represen tativ es of Gov em- 
ments and Parliaments m all parts of the world, as well as from many 
leaders of Amcncan bfc 

Senaror Truman’s report to Congress on this meeting is given on 
page 296 In concluding his address he said, ‘ It is rare m these dap to 
find something wluch will umcc men and nations on a plane above 
conflict of party, ebss or poLocal philosoph) I am sure that I voice the 
sentiment of all of us here today mccprcssing gratification at a response 
so remarkable to a need so urgent, and confidence that Amcnca will 
play her full part in thu cause on whose fortunes the future of civilisa- 
non must brgclv depend ” 
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AN ILLUMINED AMERICA 


From a talk to students atidfaaiUy at Oglethorpe University 
Georgia, June, 1939 On the previous day the University had 
conferred on Dr Bachman the honorary degree of Doctor ofLan s 

America may not have been moving from war ensis to war 
crisis, but we have had plenty of economic crises It seems to 
many people that we have been moving from depression to 
depression and from strike to strike What will happen to 
Amenca if war comes to Europe^ 

If, as Emerson suggests, Amenca is God’s last chance to 
make a world, then we have to have a different Amenca That 
means different people — ^new men with a new spint An age 
of speed does not easily lend itself to the creation of great new 
productive ideas Amenca today demands cverythmg m tab- 
loid form It IS one of the major products of our bald matcnal- 
ism Heaven help the man who tncs to outhne in twenty 
minutes the new thmking and the new philosophy that every- 
one needs ’ 

A great new revolution came mto my hfe when I began to 
hsten to God each morning The danger of our age is that we 

fail to hsten We talk, talk, talk The answer is hstening that 

IS the secret It is open to all 

Everyone wants to illumine Amenca, but so many want to 
do it \vithout mstalling an electnc light plant We must get 
the new spint through men Universities hold a key position 
in bringing this about The function of universities in a world 
crisis IS to create new men who canfrshion the new civUisabon 
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AnicMica needs a challenge ro a new national quality of life 
which will empower her to speah wth authority to the world 
because she has an answer at home. She needs Moral Re- 
Armament on a large enough scale to bring a new factor into 
her own life and then to cver^* otlier nation. We need a nesv 
solidarity — national unity with one aim. one mtnd, one goal. 
The battle must be won over here, if we are to win the battle 
“over there”. 

America can give a whole new pattern to ciMlisadon. The 
rime is over-ripe. We must change and give a world-wide 
message with a national voice. 
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PREVIEW OF A NEW WORLD 


Oi’tT 30,000 people crowded the Hollytrood Bowl for the 

Moral Re-Annament '‘Call to the Nations’' Assembly on 
19 July, 1939, and 15.000 had to be turned away.^ 

Tonight IS A PREVIEW of a new world— the world of 
which we have dreamed, and HoUytvood is a matchless setting 
for this preview 

Moral Re-Armament is the ordinary man’s opportnmty to 
remake the world It is a world necessity. It is finding a world 
response 

The clouds of feir and insecunty hang heavy over the 
nations. Hate and fear arc at work eve^y^vhere, undermining 
confidence, destro) mg hopes Leaders and atizern alike, every 
one of us, are longing for permanent peace 

But longmg for peace is not enough There must be a new 
spint There must be a fight against the causes of conflict 
against selfishness, greed and hate In this battle everyone has 
a part 

Moral Re-Armament is the scenano of a Golden Age a 

God-directed produenon — a previewof a new world Holly- 


* The Lcs AnseUs Times reponed (20 Jul) 19 Jp), ' They came in hmousines 
They amved m jalopies that barely chu^ed along the traffic-jammed roads 
leading to the Hollywood Bowl They came afoot in wheel-chatrs, m buses 
taxicabs One and all, the> came marvcllmg The Bowl rally brought together 
all the strength of the vast movement — leaders from Burma, London, Ejjt 
Africa, Austraha, China and Japan-— and showed 30,000 persons how it might 
work ” 
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wood, that goes to every home, caii become the sounding 
board for Moral Kc-Annament to the nations. 

Look at tliosc Tour standards. See how they reacli up strong, 
unbroken to the stars. They are the four standards of Mora! 
Re-Armament — absolute honest)', absolute unselfishness, ab- 
solute love and absolute purit)* — personally and nationally. 
They are the four standards of personal, national and inter- 
national life. 

The Moral Re-Armament of America begins wljcn )ou 
and I face them honestly and obey courageously. 

MRA \%nll ssm, because it advances with the strengtli of a 
united mind, because it assakens the fire of true patriotism, 
because it holds the secret of lasting peace. 
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THE OUTBREAK OF WAR 


Moral Rc-Armanicnt shares equally m importance 
with n^atcnal re-armament m these critical days. 

THE HON CHAJUES A EDISON 
Secretcry of the Nauy, Washuigtoii, ip4o 



WE MUST FORGE 
NEW WEAPONS 


The seccud IVorld Assetnlly for Moral Re-Aniwiieiit met ou 
the eve of war on the Monterey pemmiila in California The 
failure of human wisdom to fnd the answer to crisis had been all 
too clearly demonstrated by the preceding months There was still 
time for a solution to he found, but the terms of that solution were 
infexible and the causes of war had roots deeply sunk in the lives 
of nations Nevertheless there is a certainty which reaches far 
beyond the immediate crisis, because it is based on eternal values 
Dr Buchmans opening address, 22 July, 1939, follows 


One year ago we met ac Interlaken, Switzerland, under the 
threat of war. The thought that nveted the attenaon of the 
world at that time was “Guidance or Guns’* The mtervenmg 
months have only served to emphasise the truth of that alter- 
native It IS clearer now than ever before that Moral Re- 
Armament IS theessential foundation for any world settlement 
The next step is for men and women m every nation to 
enhst m MRA for the duration 

At times of great crisis people just naturally look to God, 
and they expect their leaders to give them the lead In a fateful 
hour when pronouncements are made, men hope against hope 
that there will be some force at work that will put off what 
we all deserve 

^X^e are waging the greatest batde of history in this world 
war agamst selfishness We must forge new weapons of war- 
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£irc Wc cannot Ji VC oil the past Onr weapons of statesman- 
ship seem like relies from the armoury of some illustnous 
ancestor, \\ Inch m their day w ere useful, but now , out-moded, 
leave us defeated and defenceless Wc must have superior 
forces of spintual armour Wc need for reconstruction the 
same characteristics that distinguish a great general — the plus 
of character, the plus that will change the world 
Events arc focusing us on the only programme ofsane con- 
trol — God-control I was called into conference with one of 
the great world statesmen He simply said that he was hving 
m an insane world He began to realise the great truth that the 
only sane people m an insane world ire those guided by God 
We all agree on one tlung — that we ought to be different, 
and that the world ought to be different If people were dif- 
ferent and had the power to change men and nations that 
would be the answer to all our problems 
Wc will find our national sccunty only in Moral 
Armament Moral Re-Armament will become the keynote 
of world reconstruction The choice is “Guidance or Guns” 
We must hsten to guidance or we will listen to guns The 
choice IS between a vortex of fear and a pageant of triumph 


Note Messages to the Assembly were received from political leaders in 
many countries Ixard Halifax the Bnmh Foreign Secretary cabled 
I am glad to add my grectmgs to tliose of so many thousands of my 
countrymen who have joined sn the National Message to the World 
Assembly for Moral Re-Armament Fresh insistence m thought and 
action on those pnnaples ofmorality and faith which are fundamental 
will not only build national well being but is the only source from 
which we may draw sure hope for peace andprospenty for a disturbed 
world 
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THE ONE SURE HOPE 


The Jilt 7 l sessions of the Assembly ti ere htid tn San Francisco ai 
the iVorU's Fair, and riprcsaitatn es of many nations spoke by 
radio to the ii arid On 28 Ausust. 1939, DrBiicIwtan broadcast 
to Asia and South America 

The permanent cure for crisis can only be found in the 
fearless application ofMoral Re-Armament by the statesmen 
and the people ofall naoons The spint dominating the coun- 
sels of nations pro\ndes the one sure hope of ajust and lasting 
settlement 

We need to dunk not of man’s plan, not of this or that 
nation’s plan, but of God’s plan Again uc face a time of 
crisis — cnsis that teaches men that man’s extremit) is God’s 
opportumty 

The Oxford Group is accustomed to cnsis, because MRA 
was bom m cnsis m the dark days of last year M RA %vas bom 
m East London, the cradle of the workers movement In 
twelve months, Moral Ro-Armament has girdled the globe 
and brought the message of constructive answ cr It has spread 
with speed because it 1$ the fundamental cure for a funda- 
mental disease 

We all look at the headlines But we can do more than that 
Moral Re-Armament is everybody’s chance to do something 
about them We can look at ourselves and our own nation, 
and see where we need to be different For when men change 
nations change 

Moral Re-Armament is a w orld network of hate-free, fear- 
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free, greed-free people MRA speaks across frontiers and across 
bamers of class, race and conflicting political sj'stcms These 
men and omen have ss% om an enduring pact with God and 
with each otlier to bring tlieir nations into the master pattern 
ofanew world 
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As armd coifict drew t»e\orably uearer, FraiiL Btichman chn- 
_ficd nt a H cr!d brotideast from Boston, on 27 August, 1939, the 
basic moral issues facing manlnidand the one hope of re-creatmq 
a »fn' u or!d beyond the oncoming war 

I SPEAk ON BEHALF ofthoscimllions.know'n and unknown, 
in every country* wlio have found in Moral Re-Armament a 
common life transcenduig all tlic barners that separate man 
from man and nation from nation, and who are convinced 
that Moral Re-Armament is tlic only permanent cure for 
crisis 

There is an answer to crisis and it must be made known 
Crisis shows our failure Before cnsis ends in catastrophe, 
have we the courage to face its real caused We ourselves are 
the cause It is the way every naaon and every one of us has 
been hving that has brought us where we arc 
Every nation and every individual is responsible for the 
existing situation 

The failure hes not \vith one nation, but with all We are all 
to blame For m every nation those forces are at work which 
create bitterness, disunity and destruction Nations, hke indi- 
viduals, have turned a blind eye to their own faults while 
pointing the finger at each ofoer Selfish men and selfish 
women make front-line trenches necessary A wave of un- 
selfishness sweeping through our nation and every other 
nation would be the permanent answer to war 

We have all wanted peace We have sought it m pacts, ui 
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leagues, in alliances, m changes of systems, in economic and 
disarmamcnf co7ifcrcnccs, and ^yc have sought in vain. We 
have wanted peace, but we luve never yet paid the price of 
peace — the price of facing wth God where we and our 
nations have been ^\Tong, and how we and our nation, as God 
directs, can put wrong right. 

A new spirit comes wlicn we make an honest apology for 
our own mistakes instead of spotlighting the mistakes of the 
other nation. There is a common meeting ground in the fact 
tliat we all need to change — nations as well as men. In a crisis 
of tills kind, if leaders change, they can change their people. If 
people change, they can change theirJeaders. 

The crisis is moral and can only be met m the spirit of 
Moral Re-Armament — the spirit of honesty. Justice, and love. 
Moral Re-Armament means the power to change people — 
your enemies as well as your friends, the other nations as well 
as your own. We muse beprepated for nnexpcctedparadoxes 
Every man is responsible for his nation. Nations will make 
honest apologies and rectify past mistakes when the peoples of 
those nations demand that kind of national pohey. 

Each man has an immediate part to play. He can accept for 
himself a change ofhearc. He can decide to listen to God daily. 
He can start to build a hate-free, fear-free, greed-free world 
The sacrifice necessary for lasting peace is nothing com- 
pared with the saenfree of war 

There is soil time for a selfish, fear-driven world to listen to 
the living God. The forgotten factor in diplomacy is that God 
has an inspired plan for peace, and the means to carry it out 
through men and women who arc •willmg to obey. 

Above every other loyalty is loyalty to God. In obedience 
to the God of all peoples every nation will findits true destiny. 
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This IS tlic truest patriotism It requires the lughcst courage It 
gives tlie greatest strength 

A nation’s surest defence is the love and gratitude of her 
neighbours The people of the nations will support to the 
utmost tliosc statesmen who shall seek m tlus spirit to avert 
catastrophe and build that peace without bitterness which all 
men desire Will the statesmen and leaders of every nation 
umte m this programme which puts nght the past and recon- 
structs tlie future’ 

The milhons who already know these great truths must 
pass them on to the millions more If those people who arc 
listenmg now w ill ask those milhons who are already living 
Moral Re-Armament how to begin, it wll help change the 
world quickly 

We need now nation-wide thinking and action We have 
war because we cannot make peace We must point to the 
new era, the new type of personahty , the new home, the new 
industry, the new type of government that, by force of its 
constructive programme oudaw war and mdustnal un- 
rest Dunng these days wc must develop the framers of the 
just peace — the peace that will be permanent 

The menace of war makes us rethink all our values Per- 
sonal and national surrender to God is a world necessity 
Civilisation is at stake 

The future lies with the men and naoons who listen to God 
and obey 
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A WORLD PHILOSOPHY 
ADEQUATE FOR WORLD CRISIS 


Frank Buchman imitated a senes oj u crld broadcasts in October 
1939 reaching out to the countnes of Europe and Asia across die 
frontiers of war Others u ho spoke 11 tth him in this programme 
included Senator Harry S Tnitnan Rear-Admiral Richard E 
Byrd and Mr H H Eh in Chairman of the British Tradt 
Union Congress, 1938 The broadcasts which follow were made 
from San Franasco and Boston 29 October, 1939 

I 

I AM SPEAKING TOD AY tothc millions acToss the ^^orld^^ho 
in these anxious day s are increasingl) looking to Moral Re- 
Armament as the one hope for the future Especially, I am 
thinking of the men m the front-line trenches, the men faced 
with the hard reahties, the men who know w hat war is 
Yet where are the front Ime trenches todays Today in many 
countnes every civilian cames a gas mask, evcr> garden has 
Its air-raid shelter It is a new phase m war, where everybod)- 
IS responsible and ever} home is a front-line trench 

Our arts of reconohation have not kept pace inth the arts 
of war The art of destruction is beginning to outpace the art 
of living All our values arc shppmg as emrenaes shpped after 
the last war As my friend the great Oxford philosopher. Dr 
Streeter, said “A race that has grown up mtehcctually must 
grow up moral/) or pensh ** 



A WORLD PHILOSOPHY FOR WORLD CRISIS 

Today v.c have reached the parting of the ways Cmhsa- 
non, man-controlled, is faced with collapse The long-endured 
C) clc of moving from crisis to cnsis must end Nations must 
move beyond cnsis to cure 

A new world philosophy is needed, a world phdosophj 
capable of creatmg a new era of constructive relationships 
between men and nations A new statesmanship and a new 
leaderslup will ensue from this heightened quality of thinkmg 
andlivmg 

Tins world philosophy will emerge as people begin to get 
their direction from the living God It will be withm the 
frame\\otk of a hate-free, fcar-frcc, greed-free quality of 
Iivmg 

Think of the cost of hate, fear and greed MilUons of men 
and women must carry gas-masks today because men the 
world over have been living behind masks for years MilLons 
of men and women must grope through darkened cities 
because the nations have been hving m a spiritual blackout 
MiUions of men and women today must hsten to air-raid 
warnings because nations hairc not hstened to the Voice of 
God in days gone by 

Times of crisis reveal the bankruptcy of our thought and 
action Then we resort to feverish improvisation and expedi- 
ency Sheer economy of time and energy, and ultimate bank- 
ruptcy may force us to God-control 

Man today is ready to believe diat human wisdom has 
frilled A situation is growing up m which people will want 
God to speak to them They will have nothing else between 
themselves and desperation, as they read the changing, chi- 
merical headlines that no one wants Men need some adequate 
voice to interpret and mould events Expediency must be 
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supplanted by guidance. And dark nights of watting may 
prove a blessing in disguise, for guidance is a staph necessity 
tliat is not rationed. 

The ssorld is awaiting an answer. War is the price of the 
selfishness of nations. We must have some simple, workable 
answer available for everyone, and one that can be applied by 
all. We need people trained not only to make an adequate 
peace, but also to keep it. Most people arc selfish enough to 
^vant a peace that permits them to wage their own private 
wars and foster then owm petty indulgences. An American 
house\vife asks, “Who is responsible for the selfishness and 
greed in America today? Is it business, or labour? Or is it 
Mr and Mrs America in a miUion homes all over the 
country?” 

Without the rise ofa new spirit we shall pay heavily for our 
selfishness. An Army general said to me recently, “Either I 
sacrifice my selfishness for the sake of my nation, or I sacrifice 
my nation for the sake of my selfishness.” And cither we 
sacrifice our national selfishness for the sake of the world, or 
we sacrifice the world for the sake of our national selfish- 
ness. 

The chief sin is that we have no adequate philosophy for 
hfe. Our concepaon ofliving is wrong — easy, soft, protective, 
indulgent. We need a whole new content and conception of 
life. TTie brains and the thinking of the world must have been 
sabotaged and squandered for a very long time to create such 
destruction of men and nations. I am reminded of Generalis- 
simo Chiang Kai-shck’s forceful phrase, “If we perspired 
more in time ofpeace, we should bleed less in time of war,” 

We have tried thinking and living as we want. Now try 
tViinkin g and living as God wants Try living as we want the 
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other fellow to Uve Try hving is we want the other nation 
to hv e Then out nation will be the spearhead of a new world 
order 

We need a whole new level of dunking about peace If 
peace had demanded as much of us as war war would have 
been outlaw cd long ago 

The world must declare a moratonum on hate and fear 
personally and nationally Wc cannot make peace bet^veen 
the naaons when the people in the nations are m a state of 
permanent personal warfare Strikes labour difficulties and 
war are inevitable until we change our whole thought and 
quality of living 

The new peace pact must have as its preamble that all con- 
tractmg parties all nations live on the basis of no hate no 
fear no greed Someone must always vide peace For peace 
is not an idea, it is people becoming different Most of us want 
to make peace by repenting of the other fellow s sms That is 
how the world would like to do it But we cannot perma- 
nently go on expectmg other nanons to repent first The 
MRA way is to start by being different yourself 

The necessary prelude to this happier pact is that every 
individual m every nation begins that new quahty of living 
now and does not postpone it for some future arrmstice Then 
we shall be true patriots Hicn there will be law and order in 
Europe and the world within your hearts and within the 
boundary of your nation Then we shall be able to say Be- 
hold how these nations love one another 

Children see these great truths I quote from a letter sent 
me by two children who hsten to God each morning with 
their father and mother Kennie aged eleven says It is now 
our chance in America I know how wars start I used to fight 
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with m) sister It began witli arguing and disobeying God’s 
orders and His four standards Lose from Kcnnic ” 

Here IS his sister Anne's letter, “If we want to change the 
world, we will have to do whit God tells us, or He won’t 
give us power to do it You must start obeying your parents 
when you arc i child, and the four standards Everybody 
ought to obey them, even children if they want to change 
their country We ought to start now If we don’t, after the 
war everybody will svant their own svay God is the only 
person wlio can give us pow er, and we can get it if we want 
to ’’ 

My only comment is, “A little child shall lead them ’’ 

The secret lies m listening to God Men, unaided, cannot 
make peace We must begin to develop the framers ofthejust 
and lasting peace of the future — the spiritually rearmed every- 
where to be the pacemakers for thepcaceinakers oEtomorrow 
A word of gratitude must go to the men in every nation 
who have responded to MRA, for what has been accom- 
phshed, and for the far-reaching service they have been able 
to render These people, far-visioncd and sagaaous, see that 
M RA is the highest patnotism 

Moral Re-Armament is bringing a new force into play, an 
indispensable force necessary for the hfc of every naaoti 
Moral Re Armament \vdl be the focal point for the new 
national unity where God is the constant and final arbiter m 
every conflict A truly united nation comes from a directing 
God This philosophy will become die mainspring of the 
spirit of the nation die magnet that ^vlll draw all positive 
forces together It will give a new unity to Capital and 
Labour and bring the answer to industrial conflict and unrest 
It wtH give the answer to war in die home and to war in the 
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world It will tram that leadership which is adequate for the 
git^antic work of reconstruction to rebuild i world which 
todav stands on the brink ofnnn 


II 

As I AM SPEAKING HERE \vithui a fraction ofa second I can 
reach my friends m man) countries my fnends in the front- 
line trenches the men in the lonel) outposts whose onl) 
touch with tlie outside world is through the fncndly radio 
beam which meets all alike my fnends in the far Nordic 
North on Indus North-West Frontier ontheAfnean Veldt 
in far-off Australia and New Zealand m the Dutch East 
Indies and the farthermost comers of the earth 
We accept as a commonplace a man s voice carried by 
radio to the uttermost parts of the earth Miracles of science 
have been tlie wonder of the age But all those miracles have 
not brought peace and happmess to our homes and nations A 
miracle of the spint is what we need 
This miracle is undoubtedi) the divinely appointed destmy 
of mankmd Who can believe less than that’ Its advent 
depends on and awaits the emergence in every country of 
firm and resolute God-guidcd men with all the conviction 
fire and fervour of early Christians Their ever-widenmg m 
flucncc would be mvmcible A new national spirit would soon 
be born a new co-operative relationship between the nations 
if m every country there would arise a new leadership free 
from the bondage of fear rising above personal and national 
ambition and responsive to the direction of God s wil] 

Such a philosophy has been stated as the histone basis for 
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nationhood b) the prophets of old and has svithstood the test 
of ccntuncs Tlic prophet Isaiah sa)S, “And all th) diildren 
shall be taught of the Lord and great shall be the peace ofthy 
children Nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee 
because of the Lord th) God ” 

The man charged wnth the foreign affairs of a great nation 
has said that what we need today are men of the type of the 
prophet Amos British labour leaders in conference sent a mes- 
sage on MRA to the American capital with these words, “We 
need men who will make real the vision of the prophet 
Micah ” 

Moral Re-Armament is recapturmg, re-vitalizuig, re-hvmg 
the message of the prophets It is tried Ins true It is tested 
Television points to a great truth The ordinary man and 
the statesman muse discover its counterpart — guidance— on. 
the spiritual plane Just as television is that space-conquenng 
vision on the matenol plane, so guidance is the far seeing per- 
ception on the spintual It is limited only by our capaaty for 
disaplined obedience 

Guidance IS when we are in communication with God The 
first step m reorientating our minds to God is to listen twice 
as much as vve talk This is a simple programme of how to 
begin Yet here lies the strategy to win the w orJd from her 
egocentric ways For immediately self is the centre of the pic- 
ture, there war has begun, whether m mdividiuls or in 
nations Fear is another kind of guidance People are afraid 
and so they will not fight the daily battle against selfishness 
Guidance is an absolute necessity and the irreducible mini- 
mum to keep milbons spiritually and physically alive It is the 
nation’s life blood Withoutitnationspensh Statesmen hving 
this quality ofhft will make it possible for the Mmcf of Goef 
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to become the mind of nations Through lack of this quahty 
m their statesminship, nitions sell their birthnght “If we are 
not go\cmcd bj God we mil be ruled bj t)rants,” said 
William Penn 

MRA IS the great central revolutionary force I was per- 
sonal!) at w ar An cxpcnencc of the Cross made me a new 
t) pc of rev olutionar) 

We arc waging the greatest battle of histor) m this world 
war against selfishness Every man to Ins guns’ We must call 
out die moral and spintual forces We need to hv c a quaht) of 
life that avill change masses of people It is because ave had no 
sucli adequate action dunng die last decades that we arc com- 
pelled to make the cosd) sacrifice of war The vv ay to outhve 
the forces of destruenon is to build better and more wisely 
than we are builduig now 

God has a programme adequate for the world and for each 
nation, a programme that provides inspiranon and liberty for 
all and anticipates all other political programmes Our aim 
should be that cv ery one has not only enough of the necessities 
of life, but that he has a legitimate part m bringing about this 
Moral Re-Armament and so safeguards the peace of his 
nation and the peace of the world Thus each individual who 
has enlisted m this programme can find a job he can do that 
will affect the civic, industrial and national welfare 

We need a national mobiiisition for unemployment on the 
same scale and earned out with the same personal care that the 
warring nations have given to everyone who needed to be 
taken to a place of safety TTie unemployed must have the 
safety and secunty which comes from knowing that they are 
needed and that there is a job for them to do Thus each 
nation can use att its resources and find its truest security 
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Our instant need is for millions to plan for the ncu world 
— not onl) a few statesmen meeong, but the united forces of 
the world backed by daily living and action that wll support 
them in waging the eternal war agamst selfishness Then w'e 
can begin to approximate to w hat is needed 

A national labour leader had the vision of a ten million 
membership for his organisation Surely the united forces of 
rcconstniction m the world can think m terms of a hundred 
million takmg their orders from the hving God Thus they 
wall have an advanced knowledge of tactics and a programme 
due will move men’s hearts radically to alter their thinking 
and hving They will be an incomparable, unconquerable, 
irresistible army 

Think of the vase forces available — Cathobc and Protes- 
tant, Jew and Gentile Think of the spintually rearmed every- 
where who may be the pacemakers for the peacemakers of 
tomorrow M RA is open to all and bars none It is a quality 
ofbfe You don’t join and you can’t resign You live a life 
The call is to every one, the ordinary man and the statesman, 
unitedly to carry the burdens of their country Responsibility 
has too often been delegated to the fe\v m the behef that the 
statesman is expected to do the thinkmg, planmng and living 
that must become the concern of every man 
We must remake the world The task is nothmg less than 
that Every man, woman and child must be enhsted, every 
home become a fort 

A world philosophy will be brought to power through the 
cumulative effect of niilhons of people beginning the expen- 
ence of listaung to God True, it may be only an initial 
cxpenencc Enlistment does notimmediately make the trained 
soldier, but we cm nil begin 
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Now IS the tinic to enlist for the duntion in tins world wir 
tgimst selfishness We must be fighters ever ! 

We stand at zero hour on the threshold of a new world 
order. 


Npit Rcar-Adnural Richard E Byrd, the explorer and Commanding 
OSiccr of the United States Antarcac Expedmon. took part in this 
broadcast on the eve of his departure for the Antarctic He said ‘ I 
Si\ ent exploring because I was fired by those pioneers of history who felt 
the urge of charung uncharted seas and discovering unknoum places 
However, today in the crisis which threatens to destroy freedom and 
avilisaDon, the most important pioneering to be done is m the realm of 
the spint 

‘ A country’s first line of defence is die character of her atizens 
Character cannot be taken for granted If we are going to preserve 
freedom, it has to be battled for by every man woman and child — 
every day and every generation 

"The buildmgofcharacter is Moral Re-Armament That is the fight 
of America and of the world That is the only armament that can stop 
armament for dcstrucoon 

"On the eve of my departure for the Antarctic I want to say that I 
beheve that this way lies die hope for peace 

‘ Moral Re-Armament, the fight for a new world, strong, clean, 
united should fire the hearts of all red-blooded atizens and stir their 
wills to action ” 
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Oi^crthe » eek-tud of December ist, 2nd and ird, 1939, through 
a u orld-n tdt senes of broadcasts, millions listened to the pro- 
graninie of Aforal Re~Annainent On 2 Dicimber, Dr Btichnian 
siiniwarised the events in a short-wave broadcast 

I AM VERY GLAD to beableto greet the many listeners, known 
and unkno\vn, throughout the world who are taking part in 
this histone December w cek-end 
Think of the far-flung network ofhsteners m this and every 
land — statesmen, Labour leaders, businessmen, sportsmen and 
workmen, men of vision, united in a common purpose for a 
common cause Think what it may mean for world recon- 
struction — people umted in the realisation that human wisdom 
has failed and that human expediency must be supplanted b> 
divine guidance 

Lord Athlone yesterday in a prophetic broadcast from Lon- 
don gave an inspired lead * In this countr) we heard the 
veteran leader of the House of Representatives, Speaker 
Bankhead, who voiced for Amenca m a moving and djTiamic 
way the ageless truth which Lord Athlone voiced for Britain 
The Speaker said 

I am glad tomght to inaugurate m the Americas the 
programme for this first week-endofDecember, when 
people throughout the world wxU hear the challenge 
of Moral Re-Armament 
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After speaking of the new spint ansmg m the nation s 
capital and throughout America he continued 

We stand toda) at a decisive moment m history 
Forces of unmeasured strength are on the march Is 
there a force which can rally the recuperative powers 
of mankmd and iwn the race with chaos^ There is a 
force which can outmarch all others and which if we 
will can shape the future It is die mighty onslaught of 
a new spirit challenging men and nations to a change 
of heart It is the cumulative effect of milhons of people 
w ho hsten to God and obc} Where w e have been true 
to this spirit man has prospered where we have neg 
lected It nations have declined Now is our chance to 
re-create for ourselves and for our children the way of 
true patriotism — the wa) ofMoral Re-Armament So 
prepared we can dcade anght the fateful issues of the 
hour 

Would that television witli its all conquermg miracle 
could have unlimited scope and that each one of you might 
see before >ou the moving pageant of the men and women 
listening throughout the nations today 

In Great Bntaui alone I understand no fewer than 25 000 
listening parties have been arranged Lord Mayors Lord Pro 
\ osts Mayors and Provosts of over five hundred cities repre- 
sentmg more than half the population of Britain have issued 
a umted call for Moral and Spmtual Re-Armament to their 
people 

Similar response comes from dieBntish Dommions beyond 
the seas and from the outposts of Empire In our great neigh- 
bour to the north there is Dommion-wide interest The 
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Mayor of Toronto witli his f^low Canadian Mayors has 
issued a proclamation for Moral Re-Armament ^\hlch is 
being broadcast throughout the land 
What "Will be the response of Canada’s hstemng milhnns^ 
Lad) Minto, wife of a great Governor-General of Canada, 
whose sister the Dowager Countess of Antrim is speaking to- 
day from England, has pointed to Canada’s future in these 
prophetic words, “Canada, umted under the Domimon of 
God, has a histone opportumty to lead the Empire and the 
nations mto the spaaous freedom of a world at peace within 
Itself” 

In Holland people have gadiered through all the Provinces 
to listen There arc listening groups m ofilccs and factones 
homes and churches They have taken as their theme, 
“National rebirth to become reconcilers of nations ” In 
Amsterdam, Cathohe and Protestant members of Parhament 
and avic leaders have taken Holland’s largest hall so that all 
unitedl) may listen Later m this hour you will hear the mes- 
sages not only from the mother country Holland, but from 
her possessions across the seas where the) , too, arc listening 
All through these days the Scandinavians have been pre- 
parmg on a nation-wide scale to have their share m this pro- 
gramme Everywhere people will be hstemng, men who have 
been m the forefront of the cultural renaissance, Labour 
leaders, authors, businessmen, editors and housewives 

Here I would like to quote a message from the women of 
Finland who, inspired by the lead of the Finnish President’s 
^vlfe, recentl) issued a call for Moral Re-Armament They 
said, “In this way we can with our own hves, build and 
fomf) our counriy’sumty and power Itistothismobdisanon 
chat K e now call e% ery n oman We, our pcopJe, (be Nor<bc 
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North, nil the nations of the ^vo^W, must return to listening 
to and obc)nng the h\ing God ” 

Those of}ou \\ho now sit m the comfort of your homes 
and snll cnjo\ a measure ofsecunty must begin to plan to do 
something adequate to meet the cnncal situation in y our own 
national life before it is too late We must gi% c to nations this 
new weapon of gmdance and direction which listening to 
God brings The secunty of i nation is grounded m the 
strength of her listening people 

In Smtzerhnd, that country great ui the spint of liberty 
and independence, assemblies of people of different races and 
languages arc taking part m this programme all over the 
country A y oung Swiss, a front-line fighter, whose work for 
MRA ins received national recognition sends the following 

The reconstruction of a new Europe is possible only 
with a teaUsuc knowledge of the problems which arc 
bringing about the death of the old Europe The future 
of the world hes in the hands of men of acnoii who 
give themselves to realise concretely the creative 
thoughts they receive from the hving God 

In France groups of hsteners are meeting ui aty and village 
farm and factory Pohtical leaders and authors through the 
newspapers and through radio are calhng the people of the 
French Empire to listen They ask that all be thankful for what 
has been received through their Chnstian avihsation and for 
what their forefathers and country have given them They 
call for an mventory of failures and of gifts and ask their 
people to consider each iiidividiial s responsibihty in brmgmg 
about the Moral Re- Armament of their country 

China land of the teemmg millions with their mdonutable 
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spint, IS taking part Three radio stations are broadcasting the 
message of Moral Re-Armament m Chinese and English 
They are planning for the news of MRA m all the great 
Chmese and English daihes Posters and pamphlets m Chinese 
and Enghsh are havmg wide distribution 
These preaous moments on the air are all too few and 
forbid me to take you to all the farthest comers of the earth 
I would just like to give you a picture of what is happening 
m two Amencan aties — one is San Francisco, the aty of the 
Golden West, where three ofthese broadcasts have onginated, 
the influence of which has gone throughout the world The 
three-day observance was inaugurated m San Franasco at 
twelve noon on the steps of the City Hall San Francisco’s five 
local stations also earned chcir own M RA programme with 
businessmen, doctors columnists, shipyard workers and em 
ploycrs among the speakers 

In Los Angeles, Senator Harry S Truman of Missouri and 
Mayor Bowron maugurated that aty’s part m theprogramnie 
The Mayor, who had carher issued a proclamation, intro- 
duced Senator Truman’s broadcast All over Amenca, from 
coast to coast, people are part of this world audience 
Morally and spintually, we must enlist and mobilise vast 
armies of people who are consaous of God as the directing 
force for ^eir own and for their nation’s hfe Wc must rally 
the forces of nght for a great positive constructive advance 
The spmt that refuses to hate when men are hateful The spint 
that IS just when others are ui^ust The spint that is unselfish 
when others are selfish These are die men that can be used by 
the Pnnee of Peace to make peace 

Today we are thmkmg more especially of those for whom 
this IS an imtial enlistment and who have yet to leam the 
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discipline necessar) to make the answer effective m these fate- 
ful da) s We arc thinking, too, of those who m sheer despera- 
tion arc crying out, “Everything else has faded Why not try 
God5“ 

This IS the era of the orduiary man — like you and me — 
nulhons of us, a great world family of listeners, remakers of 
the world 

“Today,” m the words of Bntish avic leaders,^ “\\ hen our 
whole world is threatened with rum, we fed more urgently 
than ever before the need for that new force of Moral Re- 
Armament which can create a new world, a world of samty 
and order, of plenty and of peace Amid the fadure of human 
wisdom, there is sail one Supreme Source from whom all can 
draw new power, new hope, new illummanon God speaks 
directly to the heart of every man and every woman who is 
prepared to listen and obey ” 

George Washington listened at a time of conflict and gave 
a nanon freedom 

Benjamin Franklm hstened it a nmc of cliaos and brought 
a naaon order 

Abrahim Lmcoln hstened at a time ofcnsis and preserved 
a nauon’s unity 

Wdl you listen today^ 


* The Civic Heads of 550 cities and towns in Great Bntain issued this call for 
Moral Re-Armament in December 1939 Hw Cat! to OirC tizei s was broad 
cast to the nation and Empire b) the Earl of Athlonc K G (See page 300 ) 
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On the honiefroHt in Britain and m America fast becoming the 
arsenal of democracy’ , Moral Re-Armament brought nett 
straigth and laid constant emphasis on the basic moral and spiritual 
issues of the struggle FranL Btichman saw clearly his on n coun- 
try’s needs and threw himself into the battle to meet them Again 
and again, as in this h^ew Year message for 1940, his speeches 
recalled the nation to the sources of her greatness and the faith of 
her democracy 

The effects of this programme were felt at crucial points in 
America’s « ar effort as Frank Biichman and his fellow workers 
dramatised their message on platform and stage, over the radio and 
through MPA. Training Centres and industrial Round Tables 
from coast to coast in the United Stales and Canada Their 
emphasis on the forgotten moral and spiritual factors began to 
change stubborn industrial situations 

For America this year is a year of destiny Wc have the 
opportunity of giving the pattern for a new world 

Our cask is to enlist everyone in Amenca’s war — the war 
for industrial co-operation and national unity 

Nothing less than this must be our aim No human plan is 
adequate for so immense a task The one essential is the en- 
thronement of a ncs\ spint that will make a new world 
possible 

In this decisive year we must forge an irresistible force that 
wU change the course of history Is that Amenca’s destiny’ 
Will Amenca be the builder of the foundations for a new 
w orld’ We have energy , wc Iiavc resources we have men 
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Our one need is the rise of t new spirit — i spirit above party, 
class, race, point of view or personal advantage With this 
new spint we can build a pattern of indiistrnl co-opcration 
and national unity that wnll challenge the world and show a 
way out ofconflision 

Men of vision must give a lead The morally re-armed 
everyw here will give their support In home and farm, busi- 
ness and workshop people are awakening to the simple 
standards ofhoncsty, unselfishness and faith which made our 
country great In Moral Re-Armament everyone has a part 

We face either the decline of nations or the rise of a new 
spirit There IS no other alternative To this task ofMoral Re- 
Armament we dedicite ourselves with all those who would 
biuld a new world — united strong and free 


Note Gould Lincoln the Washington columnist wrote in the Wash 
ington 5 /<jr i December 1942 In the United States long before this 
countr) became uivolved in the conflict Dr Buchinan and his group 
sought to lay the foundation m home and factory for the tremendous 
task that inevitably lay ahead He went on to quote a tnbi te from 
Icadmg Members of Congress of both parties who said Three years 
ago there was launched a nation-wide programme of Moral Rc 
Armament the value of which was publicly recognised by leaders 
throughout the country Sinct diat time the spirit of this patriotic 
crusade has run like a flame throughout the Enghsh speaking world It 
IS stimulaung personal sclfsacnfice industrial co-operation and 
national unity so vntal to our Alhed cause 

Sec also article in The Army and Navy Journal Washington May 
1944 reproduced on page 304 


t23 



MORAL RE-ARMAMENT AND 
NATIONAL DEFENCE’ 


During the war, the tiork of Moral Re-Antiaiiient advanced 
to a great ettent nithin iiatiotial boundaries At the same 
time, tiieu tn the armed forces earned MRA around the world 
and linked countries and continents together Later they were 
the frst to re-open the countries of Europe and Asia and the first 
to make contact n ith those ti ho had kept thefianie alive through- 
out the years of war and ocaipaiion Many gave their lives on the 
field of battle and in the resistance nioveinaits Many won the 
highest decorations for valour All found in Moral Re-Armament 
not only the strength to sustain them in battle, but the hope that 
tiny would one day build the u arid for which they fought 

I AM DELiCHTEDtobeabletospeak to theworld-wde family 
of Moral Re-Armament aiid to thank you wherever you are 
Iistemng, for the good wishes and all the warmth of the greet- 
mgs which have been commg m from all parts of the world 
We arc gathered here from all sections of the Umted States 
m this most beautiful city of San Francisco How I wish every 
one of you could share wdi me to the full m the beauty of 
this place and the happiness of this day 

Two years ago many of us were together m London when 
Moral Re-Armament was launched Wbar miracles God has 
wrought through that group gadicred there Twelve months 
ago we were in the nation’s capital, m Wash ngton Then wc 

* Broadcast to Asia South Africa Soudi Anicnca and Europe 4 June 1940 
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Spoke to eacli other in Washington and London, back and 
forth across the Atlantic And now in San Francisco I am 
speaking to you from the heart of the Amencan family of 
Moral Re-Armament 

In the hght of world events all of us must reorientate our 
thinkmg It is imperanve that we make certam now that the 
things we hold dear today will stand the test of tomorrow 
Crisis draws us closer together Every patriot wants to see his 
country strong and her defences adequate for national safety 
and secunty 

The nations need a new kmd of defence The call of the 
hour IS a call to strength Mr Edison, Secretary of the Navy, 
whose mother is speaking on this programme with me today, 
said recently 

There is one mgredient in national defence that 
transcends all others It is bom of the hearts of our 
people and it may be called National Character 
Without character and a deep-seated moral arma- 
ment bred mto the fibre of our atizens, no matter m 
what walk of hfe they may perform their civil tasks, 
there will be little worth defending 
The Navy is responsible for the training, welfare 
and disaphne of its personnel But these are few A 
hundred and thirty-seven inilhon others must know 
why their country hves and is worthy of hvmg 

To build a atizemy whose roots are deep m the finer 
traditions of our land — to form a National Character 
that may some day lead the world back from chaos — 
to make our country impregnable both fiom within 
and without — ^is not the job of the Navy, it is yours 

Mr Edison further says 'Moral Re-Armament shares 
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equally m importance with matenal re-arminicnt m these 
cntical da)s ” He lias voiced the real task that faces all of us 
It IS the conquest of matenahsm within our borders and 
within ourselves 

Men’s minds are swmging away from the old, selfish, short- 
sighted materialism that is everywhere proving madequate m 
time of stress Moral Re-Armament is giving them the 
answers With lightning speed wnthm the past two 5 ears it has 
girdled the world and brought a new pattern and a new hope 
to a disillusioned age Matenahsm is our great enemy It is the 
chief “ism” we have to combat and conquer It is the mother 
ofall the “isms" There is the battleground There the warfare 
must be waged so that we can firmly establish those homelj 
truths of honesty, unselfishness and obedience to God that are 
the hallmarks of personal and naaonal sanity 

The great Cathohcjoumal and organ of the Vatican, Osset- 
vatore Romano, after describing the response to Moral Rc- 
Armament in many countries, calls the movement ‘ apow erfiil 
help m the Pope’s daily efforts to recall souls and the world to 
the virtues of the Gospels” Another Cathohcjoumal Italta 
in an article on Moral Re-Armament, states 

The problem is now to redirect the tluiiking of all 
people, to inspire them agam with the conviction that 
God IS a hving and active force m the midst of us, to 
persuade them that machinery, techmeal knowledge, 
organisation, excellent in themselves, are incapable of 
solving our problems 

This is the battle of Moral Re-Amiamcnt Without tlic 
conquest of matenalism our nations will decay from withm 
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while we prepare to defoid ourselves against attack from 
witliout 

Matenalisin and atheism are breeding grounds for corrup- 
tion, anarchy and revolution These have their alhes m the 
selfishness that rules our homes the bitterness that separates 
class from class, and the spirit of faction that divides a nation 
Here hes our mstant danger If we are fully to understand 
where our true secunty hes we must look to our moral and 
spintual defences Then we must act resolutely and intelh- 
gently to establish those defences 
America must be prepared But America’s sccunty hes not 
only m planes and ships and tanks but m men prepared 
morally and spintually to make the nation strong Tbs is our 
first and foremost need 

A semor Army officer said rccendy on the radio 

In recent montb I have observed the growth of a 
remarkable spint on the West Coast It is a spint wbch 
IS umtmg conflicting groups wbch is giving to the 
ordinary individual Amencan a new importance in the 
hght of world affairs a new sense ofpartinpanon in his 
own nation s life Moral Re-Armament as it has been 
called has spread from man to man, from family to 
family and from coirunumty to commumty wth such 
speed and with such effectiveness that it promises to 
play amajor part m the national defence of tbs country i 


^ Tins philosoph) was emphasised m the M RA aanonal handbook 

\o i Cm De/et d A ner ca w\di its forcwoid Gcneial Penhmg of which 
I 350 000 cop es were circulated in die United Sates It was also dramaosed in 
the war revue You Can Defend Amerca which was shown in twenty Sates 
before 250 000 people at the invitation of Governors Legislatures Mayors 
Defence Ccfonnh mdiatnai and \ahcn1r\e9den ^Sce page 304 ) 
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True preparedness— the result of a nation morally re- 
armed — IS the responsibihty of every atizen Everyone must 
cake a part m the moral defence of the country That is our 
privilege in America — every man bearing his part, every man 
an essential iinkm an impregnablelmeof defence, ever)' home 
a fort, every worker employed m producing the moral arma- 
ments -svithout which democracy must perish from withm 
But we are m danger of defaulting on our Amencan tradi- 
tion We are fading to hnng to our nation today the reality of 
the importance of every auzen, a reahty that gives power and 
the ansv.er to frustration, personally, domestically, soaally, 
nationally and supcmationally Because every atizen docs not 
feel he has this answer, he deflates the responsibility to the 
few m the hope that they will have it Because of our selfish- 
ness and our low level of hving we delegate to others what 
should be our own responsibJicy, and hope that if we give 
them a large enough appropnaaon they ivill accomplish what 
IS necessary for the nation 

It IS not enough to understand our danger It is not enough 
to say that we need a spintual offensive agamst the forces of 
raatenahsm The average businessman frcci) admits that what 
Amenca needs today is a moral and spintual awakenmg But 
he quickly adds, “ That is the busmess of our religious leaders ” 
True, but it must also be the rehgion of our busmess leaders 
We ha\e had gods m busmess, but they have sometimes 
been false gods One of them has been matenahsm An im- 
portant busmess magazmc pomts out that unless we listen to 
the Voice of God matenahsm will engulf us 

There is only one way out The sound of a Voice 
coming from something not ourselves in theexiscence 
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of \\ luch \vc catinot disbelieve Without it we are no 
more capable of saving the world thin we were 
capable of creating it in die first place 

But who IS to hsten to this Voice and become the herald of 
a new worlds Why not the editor’ Why not the readers’ 

Our leaders sa^ that we need a moral and spiritual awaken- 
mg Yes, w e agree And we also need a moral and spiritual 
awakemng in our leaders 

The eleventh hour has struck for Amenca Amcnca can no 
longer be lulled mto a false sense of security by dreaming of 
the sweet by-and-by We must face the nasty now-and-now 
We must plan nationally for the moral and spintual defence 
of the nation to create industnal co-operation and national 
umty 

The country that does not have naaonal unity is heked from 
the start We must set up a non-stop assembly hne for creatmg 
national character Wc must break thebottleneckofconfusion 
and division and anticipate the strategy of subversive forces 
With the same speed and effiaency that we plan for the pro 
duction of aeroplanes, we must also plan for the production of 
men of character 

What if m an age of force. Moral Re- Armament should be 
that super-force — the force of an all powerful God working 
through men — that will order and rebuild the world’ 

What would it mean for Amenca to rearm morally’ It 
would mean the umting of our nation in every part of its hfe 
on a constructive plan We need to find once agam the power 
of a united mind We must leave our causes many of them 
excellent causes and find this common cause We shall find 
the force that will forge amiable individuahsts into a united 
mticm 
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This ^Vlllcomeaswesetoursclvestoellminace conflict. Our 
present policy is, “Out with anyone wnth whom we don’t 
agree.” The MRA policy is, “All of us change and find anew 
level of working together.” God must be the Arbiter in every 
conflict whedier industrial, national or intemadonal. Sup- 
pose the foreign poHc)' of nations were based on this thought, 
“Let him that is without blame amongst you cast the first 
stone.” 

Try honest apology and find honest peace, in your home, 
office, dty, state and nation. Some of you ^vill try it in your 
homes and like it so much that you will want to take it to 
your office. Others ^vill cry it out m your offices and find it 
works so well you wall take it back to your homes. 

This new spirit which has the answ’cr to coniha in homes, 
industries and nations is the essential finor in buildmg 
America’s unity. 

Our task is to set our own housem order. We waste energ)’ 
and rime trying to penuade the other penon and the other 
nation to change first. We generate so much steam in the pro- 
cess diat we become almost apoplectic in our righteous indig- 
nation. But events do not change, other nations do not 
change, because w'e do not change. So much of our steam 
never gets to traction. 

The task is enormous We need a super-force adequate to 
change men and nations. If ■vve have learnt one thing from 
1940 it is this, that if we do not listen to guidance, we must 
listen to guns. The tragic truth bcoimcs more urgent than 
ever. We must bring die supernatural God to the man in tbe 
street. The man in the street must recapture and relive the 
experience of a supernatural power. 

What docs it mean to listen to guidance? The prophets of 
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old knew The) listened iiid they give their rulers specific 
direction in mtionil ind foreign ifFairs They wimed about 
treaties They warned about invasions They give the rulers 
insight to anticipate disaster 

The fathers of our country knew what it meant to listen to 
guidance and to obey 

Said William Penn, Men must be governed by God, or 
they will be ruled by tyrants ’ 

Divine Providence avas a reahty m their daily lives That 
early Cabinet made it the keystone of our Declaration of 
Independence when they wrote, “With a firm rehance on the 
protection ofDmne Providence, we mutually pledge to each 
other our lives our fortunes and our sacred honour ” They 
founded a nation Today we need a rebirth of this spinr if we 
in our time are to unite our nations 
Abraham Lincoln knew the secret of God-control He 
avrote, “If it avere not for my firm behef m an over-ruling 
Proaidence, it avould be difficult for me m the midst of such 
comphcations of affairs to keep my reason in its seat I have so 
manv eandences of God s direction that I cannot doubt this 
power comes from above I am satisfied that when, the 
Almighty avants me to do or not to do aiiv particular thing 
He find a way of letting me knoav it 
The greatest men of our past knew that God-control avas 
the only adequate programme for a nation Their experience 
can be our expenence Definite direction accurate informa- 
tion can still come from the Mmd of God to the mind of man 
It can come to our nation is men and women everywhere 
hsten to God and obey, as they learn to plot their oavn course 
and their nation’s course by the four compass pomts of M RA 
— honesty, purity, unselfishness and love But everyone must 
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listen, every last man, in every last platx, in every lastsituation 
Not the rehgious leaders alone, but the business leaders, the 
cultural leaders, the national leaders 
A listening nation is a secure nation The only true secunty 
IS God’s pow er working through the people who obey Him 
Any man can begm today to listen to God Any man can 
begin today to bring a new spmt to his home, his aty and his 
nation The greatest revolution of all time whereby the Cross 
of Chnst ^viU transform the world is enhstmg men today The 
condition of the world makes itimperativcthat weenhstnow, 
and to this task we mutually pledge to each other our hvcs, 
our fortunes and our sacred honour 
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Philadelphia 4 June 1941 

The aim of Moral Re-armament is a nation fortified 
against attack from within and without It is a national 
necessity 

Moral Re-Armamenns a message of the highest patnotism 
It gives every Amencan the chance to play his part 
Moral Re- Armament creates the quahties that make democ- 
racy funcaon It is simple, non-partisan, non-sectanan, non- 
political It gives to every man the inner discipline he needs 
and the inner Ubercy he desires It calls out and combines the 
moral and spiritual responsibihty of individuals for their 
immediate sphere of action 

It builds for democracy an unshakeable framework of 
actively selfless and self-giving atizens, whose determmation 
to bring unity cannot be altered by any beckonmg ofpenonal 
advantage and who know how to pass along to others their 
pamc-proof experience of the guidance of God 
The work of Moral Re-Armament to heighten public 
morale and strengthen the community’s moral fibre is carried 
forward by meetmgs, radio broadcasts patnouc dramatisa- 
tions, books and hterature, and by Round Tables where, in 
an atmosphere of mutual trust. Labour and Management sit 
do\vn together and find the solution to their problems 
Those working with Moral Re-Armament have volun- 
teered for this far reaching patnotic service Some have been 
serving ever since the last war They possess a speaal training 
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which they arc gi\nng to our nation gladly, freely and not 
wnthout sacrifice. 

The morally re-armed have learned to live under a crisis- 
proof, fear-free discipline. They are a panic-proof single- 
minded and mtelligent trained force at the disposal of all who 
put their countr)’ before selfish interest. 

These men are true fighters — patriots who have been fight- 
ing daily over long periods to bring this needed boon to our 
nation at a time when hosdhty piles up between nation and 
nation, labour and capital, class and class. They are out to 
break the bottleneck of confusion and division and to antici- 


pate the strategy of the subversive forces. 

The cruaal importance of morale has beenfordbly brought 
home to us by the example ofEtiropc, and has been increas- 


ingly emphasised in this country by all our national leaders. In 
sho^vlng the essential place of Moral Re-Armament as an 


effective morale-builder, die Hon. Harry S. Truman ofMis- 


soun. Chairman of the Senate Committee for the Investiga- 
tion of the National Defence Programme, has pointed out: 


I have felt a fresh certainty about the safety and 
security of America because of the evidence every- 
where I go of the spread ofMoral Re-Armament. This 
spirit of true patriotism k solving the internal discord 
that threatens our national life more seriously than any 
foreign power.* 


* Sec also Senator Tniman’s ttatement in Phibdclpfiu, 19 November. 194J. 
on page J02 
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A Chmfinas Message 

May THE Christ Child bring us the birth of a new think- 
ing at this Christmas time and usher in the new world that the 
statesman and every man want We need a foucth-dimensional 
thinking — a gift from God — tint wiU hghten our darkness 
and brmg a speedy answer 

Wise men came from afar, guided by a Star, at that first 
Clmstmas May each one of us, lUutnined from afar, bring a 
gift to all mankind that will be more acceptable than any 
earthly reward 

Tnals and tribulations arc the furnace which forges pro- 
phets May we have the courage to accept the gift of this 
fourth-dimensional thinking for which God has prepared us 
with a common umty of mind to become the remakers of the 
world 

Ours is the eternal umty of being guided bv a Star to give 
to every man and the statesman the gift of a new world 

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter m 
Be born m us today 
We hear die Christmas angels 
The great glad tiduigs tell 
O come to us abide with us 
Our Lord EmmanueP 
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DEMOCRACY’S INSPIRED 
IDEOLOGY 


At tlus hour when huniamt) is given one last chance 
to imite and so answer the split atom Moral Re- 
Armament ts raising up a world force and a world 
philosoph) adequate to reshape our times I draw 
strength and hope from the evidence of a new spint 
spreading m country after country Moral Re- 
Amument is rendering a c^t service It is the one 
hope of the world 

THE HON NORMAN MAKIN 
First PrtsiJait of the UNO 
Seainty Council London 1946 



THE WAR OF IDEAS 


As the war progressed, tt became tticreastttgly clear that the ulti- 
mate striiggh. m the world was ideological Frank Biichmaii, 
foreseeing that victory m the war would not end this conflict, set 
out to train the new type of leadership democracy needed MRA 
traimug centres, from 1940 oiwards, drew together thousands front 
all sides of ylmcncflft life and from many countries Since 1942, 
these Assemhhes have been held each year on Mackinac Island, 
in the Great Lakes Mackinac was early described [Grand Rapids 
Herald, 10 September, 1944) as “A Laboratory for a New 
IVorld" The fallaningtnfomialaddresswasgiven at the opening 
of the MRA Training Centre there in July, 1943 

T o D A Y I want to talk about great forces at work in the world 
Sixty and more years ago you didn’t hear much about the 
Communist Party To begin with there was one man — Karl 
Marx Then for a long time only a small group Eventually 
world conditions made it possible for Karl Marx to do his 
work — and Communism is the result 
Think what Russia means in the world today How large is 
It’ One-sixth of the earth I remember a time when the Czar 
couldn’t ndc unless he had every six feet a man watching him 
Even ifit was a rail way journey of a thousand miles, he always 
had men posted along the way It was all part of what helped 
produce the thing called Communism 
A little while ago the world didn’t think much about it It 
didn’t affect us We had not come mto contact with it Occa- 
sionally there would be a flare-up Then during the last war 


139 



REMAKING THE WORLD 


there was more and more discontent There was revolution 
And the Communist Party came to power 
Today the Russians are doing pretty well America is doing 
a lot for them because just now they seem to be a decisive 
factor m dcahng wth Germany, and because they may have a 
controlling interest m the future 

Now that IS one picture Give it a mce gold frame Putinas 
much red as you want But when you have done that, you 
haven’t done with Communism because it is a tremendous 
force Think of the number of people m this country who 
have been swung by it, who have gone part way and are 
“leftist” in their thinkmg We are gomg to meet it all the time 
Now take another force When did we begin to hear about 
Fascism^ 1921-1922 Again there was a man — ^Mussolim I 
remember when I was in Italy, at Milan Viva t Coimiiusti was 
wntten all over the walls Soon you saw. Viva il Ditce also on 
the walls— and Mussohm arose as an opposing force to Com- 
munism He marched on Rome He put himselfm power and 
a Fascist force came into bemg For a while there was a grow- 
mg sense of stabihty and prosperity People said, ‘ Good ' 
Mussohm has come Fasasm has come The trams arc on time 
There are no beggars m the streets We have ‘good order’ ” 

But today where is Mussohm^ Where is Italy^ And where 
is the “order”^ 

In those days, back m the ’twenties, Germany was at its 
lowest ebb Many had no food — ^nothing I remember men of 
large means takmg a hard-boiled egg m their pocket and 
brmgmg it out for lunch For years there was danger of col 
lapse and mapient revolution The youth were completely 
out of hand, delmguent, roving the country, ivith crimes of 
violence and theft everywhere 


140 



THE WAR or IDEAS 


Then along came a man called Hitler who had vei) definite 
ideas He wrote them m a book when he was in prison When 
he came out there were mobs, disorders and massacres Tlic 
Austrian became a atizen of the German Reich There was 
no order m Germany But this juggernaut comes along and 
gives seeming order More and more he took a place m the 
world So the German people said, “Hallelujah*” and Heil 
Hitler' You know the rest of the story 

So we have Communism and Fascism, two ivorld forces 
And where do they come from^ From Materialism which is 
the mother of all the “isms” It is the spirit of anti-Chnst 
which breeds corrupnon, anarchy and revolution It under- 
mines our homes, it sets class against class, it divides the nation 
Matenahsm is Democracy’s greatest enemy 
These then were the forces which threatened to dominate 
the world. 

Ini938theguidancecametome — “Moral Re-Armament* , 
a movement where the moral and spiritual would have the em- 
phasis The need ofthe age IS the moral and the spinmal Our 
task was to bring back these reahties to nations that needed 
them We imtiated this thinking in London’s East Ham Toivn 
Hall We took It to the nations MRA was born that year 
Commumsm and Fascism are built on a iicgntive something 
— on divisive matenahsm and confusion Wherever Moral 
Re-Armament goes, there springs up a positive message Its 
aim is to restore God to leadership as the directing force m the 
hfe of the nation Let me recall what I said m Philadelphia on 
m) birthday 

Moral Rc-Armament creates the qualities that make 
democracy function It is simple, non-partisan, non- 
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sectanan, non-pohtical It gives to every man the inner 
disaplme he needs and the inner liberty he desires It 
calls out and combmes the moral and spiritual responsi- 
bihty of mdividuals for their immediate sphere of 
action 

It builds for democracy an unshakeable framework 
of acdvel) selfless and seltgivmg aazcns, whose deter- 
mination to bring umty cannot be altered by any 
beckomng of personal advantage and who know how 
to pass along to others their pamc-proof expenence of 
the guidance ofGod 

Amenca must discover her nghtfiil ideology It springs 
from her Christian hcntagc and is her onl) adequate answer 
m the battle agamsc materialism and all the other isms’ But 
Amenca does not hate materialism Think of Amenca dcs 
troying herself with the very force that she condemns m 
others The battle of the ideologies was the granite of the Old 
and New Testaments So many people today instead ofgiving 
the gramtc, give the sugar — and so wc never cure matenahsm 
MRA first of all goes straight to the fundamental problem 
— It recognises sm Sin is the disease Jesus Chnst is the cure 
The result is a miracle You come to a training centre like this 
You may say , “Oh, I don’t like to hear sin mentioned “ Well 
that’s too bad It ought to be raennoned but it ought to be 
enough just to give a qiuck picture of it and then move on 
And you ought to be so sensitive that you respond imme- 
diately and change — and that’s one more miracle That ought 
to happen today, just as in the old days %our grandparents 
used to go to church on Wednesday mght because they liked 
a good rugged sermon on sin That’s fine if you have amc 
enough font — andpossibiv you need to take time Makesure 
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there is no muunium emphasis on sm Make it maximum 
But then quickly make the adjustment Change, umte, fight 
That IS the natural sequence 

You will find here the old fundamental truths — but you 
get them with a mighty, moving crescendo M R A restores 
absolute standards in a day when selfishness and expediency 
are the common practice of men and nations Take the four 
absolutes — honesty, punty, unselfishness, love Perhaps some 
of you do not put much stock m them any more But to arm 
a people you must give them these simple, basic standards 

Take honesty for a start What do you find m the nation^ 
What about men who have been dishonest, say m war con- 
tracts’ Graft and the Black Market keep a lot of people busy 
all the time and cost milhons of dollars In the old days nobody 
said a good word for dishonesty Now the successful chiseller 
seems almost at a premium 

Take punty You may say that it is just a personal matter 
But what is happemng to the nation’ They tell you that m 
some war plants impunty is so common that it is even 
organised among the workers and especially among the sub- 
versive groups who use it as a weapon They know that when 
people’s morals are confused their thinkmg becomes confused 
People say, ‘That’s too bad”, and keep on gomg to church on 
Sunday, but nothing happens Too few try to bring a great 
cleansing force to the nation What is gomg to happen to a 
nation when nobody bnngs a cure any more’ Broken homes, 
imstable children, the decay of culture, the seedmg plot of 
revolution 

As far as imselfishness and love go, people don’t pretend to 
be unselfish and they don t expect to be lovmg 

People have written off the four standards as part of the 
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horse-and-buggy days So, naturally, the) are the last thing 
they have in mind for nations That is why you have the con- 
dition there IS in the world todiy Now if you can get people 
who will hve up to these absolutes and stand for them, then 
you have a force, a creative somethmg m the commumty 
\\nth a strength that nothmg will gainsay 

You must have that emphasis on morals plus the saving 
power of Jesus Christ Then you experience the dynamic 
which IS almost forgotten — the Hoi) Spint, that gives the 
gmded answer and tells you evaedy what to do as a clear 
direct call from God 

That’s the programme for the Church toda) I beheve with 
all m) heart m ^e Church, the Church aflame, on fire svith 
revolution We haven’t begun to cxpenence the spintual 
revolution e need You need revolution, and then when you 
come mto the clear hght of God’s Presence you will expen- 
ence a glonous renaissance You will come to see what Christ 
means this old world to be 

It’s one thin g to know these reahocs But there’s a further 
thing, and that is to make them national 
The trouble ■\s’ith some of you is that )ou are so idealistic 
that ) our hopes never come to pass, even m) ourouTi famihes 
That was the trouble ^vlth the League ofNations People were 
so ‘ League-minded” they faded to do the thing the League 
most needed — the spadework with individuals that brings 
change There was something left out of the League and that 
was — God The League was never God-arched 

Everybod)’s job is to find the God arched master-plan 
Then we would ha\e a master-plan not onl) for us, but for 
post-war Europe The trouble is we let die statesmen do all 
our thinking for us — and then we call it dcmocrac) ' 


144 



THE WAR OF IDEAS 


Take the great modem aties you come from You com- 
plain of this subversive leader and that one Yet it is the selfish- 
ness of everyone that makes possible the subversive leader 
The whole problem is that you endure a thing rather than 
cure It You would rather pay chan pra^ You would rather 
go on with your confusion, yourgmmblmg, your complaints, 
than change and have an answer 
The battle for Amenca is the battle for the mind of America 
A nation’s thinkmg is m rums before a nation is m ruins And 
America’s thinkmg is m rums 

People get confused as to whether it is a quesnon of bemg 
Rightist or Leftist But the one thmg we really need is to be 
guided by God’s Holy Spint That is the Force wc ought to 
study Then we %vill have a clear light that ends confiision 
The Holy Spirit will teach us how to think and live, and pro- 
vide a working basis for our nanonal service 
America doesn’t have much of her great moral heritage left 
Just think, if we fail to give emphasis to a moral climate, 
where will our democracy go^ Some of us have been so busy 
lookmg after our own affairs that wc have forgotten to look 
after the nation Unless Amenca recovers her nghtful ideology 
nothmg but chaos awnts us Our destmy is to obey the 
gmdance of God 

The true battle-lme m the world today is not between class 
and class, not between race and race The bittlc is between 
Chnst and anti-Chnst 

Choose yc this day tpbom yc tviff serve 
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A hinhday vtcssa^i, Sati Francisco, 4 June, 1945 

My birthday wish is that Moral Rc-Amument become 
the \\ orld philosophy 

Today v.c see tlirec ideologies battlmg for control There is 
Fascism, and Communism, and then there is that great other 
ideology hich is the centre of Chnsasn democracy —Moral 
Re-Armament 

We need to fmd an ideology that is big enough and com- 
plete enough to outmarch any of the other great ideologies 
Until that time comes, men %s'ill flounder They will not find 
their \\ ay 

But hen the Holy Spirit of God rules the hearts and h\ es 
of men, then e will b^m to build the nets orld of to- 


morrow that all of us long to sec 

Ncte It was on this occasion in San Franasco that Rcar-Adxniral 
Sir Edward Cochrane, KBE, then a Convoy Commodore, presented 
to Dr Buchman a book &om a thousand Service men and ssomen of 
the Alhcd nations on the world’s battle-fionts. Their message read, m 
part “Through these y ears of endurance y our mspiiaDon has armed us 
to fight on As we march into the years of victory, your conquering 
philosophy IS our hope — the fighting i^th that ssiU bong resurrecnon 
to naoons and teamwork to a divided wodd. We stand w^dl s ou on 

that world batde-Ime in the war of ideas 'When victory m arms is 
finally ours we with you, will battle on to build a sound world, 
morally re-armed and God-controlled — the world for which we 
fight.” (See also page 306 ) 
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THE CROSS 


On tht eve of sailing for Europe New York, 23 April, 1946 

We ARE AT THE END ofscven years — seven wonderful years 
We have learned much We want to be careful that every 
smgle person m this room knows the full truth m Christ Jesus 
that has been revealed to us 

When 1 left England a great statesman said, “I don’t want 
you to leave my country I want you to stay *’ I said, “My 
duty IS to Amenca “ I came for seven years Great truths have 
been revealed to us I think of those wonderful days in Cali- 
fornia, m San Francisco, when we spoke to the world and we 
gave a message that is the answer It is a great ideology It is 
the full message of Jesus Chnst It is putting the message m a 
way that the world will understand People didn’t fully under- 
stand, but the cnsis was not as imminent as it is today Now 
people evcry\vhcre say this is the answer 

These arc the two alternatives Commumsm and Marxism 
— and that great inspired ideology that has meant so much for 
liberty and freedom m the days that are gone 

We are m a global work Take Austraha A leader of the 
UNO Conference^ m London said, ‘M RA is the one hope 
of the world ’ The one hope of the world Take Rear- 
Admiral Byrd In the most momentous ineetmg that I ever 

^Thc Hon Norman Makin Australian Minister for the Navy and first 
President of the Secuncy Council of UNO 
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c\pcct to In c (lirout’Ii in Wa^hinijtoji, he Mt next to me. He 
MW ih.nt remarhaWephy.* HeMuI.*'l mint speah.” Thai tv.o 
other inai spt>ke and he said. "I must speak again.” And he 
said. “Tliis is America’s answer.” Tliis is Amcnca’s answer. 

If this is Amenca’s answer, that wc are in a global effort to 
w'in tlic world to our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Tlien 
the great trutlu of tlie Gospel will once more become great 
and Jesus Christ will l>c King. Tliere is your ideology. It is the 
wliole message of the Gospel of our Lord and SaWour Jesus 
Chnst. Tlic message in its entirety is the only last hope that 
will save the world. God’s cliancc is a rex'olution under the 
Cross ofChrist that can tramfbrm tlie world. The only hope. 
Our only answer. Go forth with that message united and you 
will $a\ c the world. 

And now shall we have a few moments of quiet. 

Oh, Tliou best Gift of Heaven, 

Thou Who Th)-self hast given, 

For Thou hast died; 

This hast Tliou done for me — 

What have I done for Thee, 

Thou crudficd? 

I long to serve TJicc more; 

Reveal an open door 
Saviour to me. 

Then, counung all but loss. 

I’ll glory in the Cross, 

And follow Thee. 

The Cross of Christ adequate for a revofudon that will 
bring a renaissance, that will change die w'orld. Wc pray m 
Christ’s name. Amen. 

» n e For^etten Faet'f. 
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III July 1946 a 11 orld training centre for Moral Re Arniai tent 
I as opaicd at Cau\ Sivitzerland on the initiative of Suiss 
citizens u ho had talcii part m the MacLtnac Assenibl es In their 
frst ten years the Assemblies at Caux u ert attended by 105 000 
people from 116 countries including Cabinet Ministers Mtin- 
hers of Parliament headsofindnstnesandindnstria] organisations 
the elected heads of 60 000 000 tvorkers leaders of the Church 
the armed forces press radio and education Asia Africa the 
Americas and Australasia have beiii strongly represented For 
millions Caux has become a symbol of hope for a new world 
The folloiitng broadcast was made from Caux 4 June 1947 at 
tl e request of the Swiss Broadcasting Corporation * 

People everywhere arc trying to find the good road that 
will lead them to security Awesome fear surrounds everyone 
It stalks the world Conference follows conference but peace 
comes no nearer Menacing economic problems face both the 
Old World and the New The young Umted Nations sags 
under the weight of its problems and the lack of the right 
spirit m which to meet them People lose faith m their leaders 
and statesmen — earnest able men — toil but see no harvest 
Some people are thmking in terms of another war I don t 
believe they are sane if they are thinking of such an answer 
But there are men who are wiUmg to submit to all its horrors 
if that were a way out 

Meanwhile the forces of subversion prey hke vultures over 
* Read into the C £ress o at Record by the Hon James W Wadsw onh the 
co-author of the National Selective Service Act on lO June 1947 
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nun’s disillinionnicnt. Even the dements seem to be working 
with them, giving a red answer to the balance sheet. 

On every hand we see disunity'. Divisions arc the mark of 
onr time. Men oppose other men because tlicy arc of another 
nation, another race, anotlter class, another party, or simply 
because they hold another point of view. 

Everyone longs for peace and order, yet battling for divisive 
points of view only increases the chaos. What is our greatest 
need? 

Someone in Europe said recently, "We arc hungry, hungry 
not only for food but for ideas — ideas on which to reshape our 
individual and national life/’ 

Tlic truth is tliat our problem goes deeper than economics 
or politics. It is ideological. Divisive ideologies strive for the 
mastery ofmen’s minds. Thousands follow their banners only 
because they see no convhiang ahcniadve. Not all govern- 
ments have grasped the paramount importance of ideological 
preparedness, A nation which is materially strong may be 
ideologically divided against itself and rherefbre in danger. 
Leaders who ignore tins fact will sell us short. 

There is a road, a good road among nuny false ways, a good 
road mankind must find and follow. It is a God-constructed 
road It is the great high road ofdemocrac)''s inspired ideology. 

It IS valid for every nation. It is essential for world peace. 

Men today arc being stretched consaously or unconsciously 
into new moulds of thinking People everywhere ask, "Have 
you the answer to Communism^” 

It is interesting how fanaful and heroic or even patheuc 
some people are in trying to find the answer. Others begin to 
see vaguely that there must be a note of change Everybody 
knows somebody, some nation which ought to be different. 
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But most people have not come to the point where the) see 
that they themselves need a radical change Yet these are days 
of radical action And human nature can be changed 

“I thought,” said a nuhtary man recently after meetmg 
Moral Re-Armament, “I thought that I was Major Brown I 
found that I was Mr Anyman fecmg Major Change •” 

He had found the good road, the road of a change of heart 
As we travel this road miracles happen and renaissance and 
true security will folio w m their tram 
A steel worker came to our training centre here at Caux 
He had been a Communist for twenty-eight years He had 
trained his daughter until she became even more radical than 
he Yet that daughter was changed and persuaded her father 
to come to Caux Beforehelcftushereadapoemthathchad 
ivntten These are his words 

I contemplate, and bow in awe 
Before God’s master Plan , 

I ivatch the miracle superb— 

The change m selfish man 

The^nows on Dents-du-Midi 
Are but the robes of grace 
God has a plan, for every man, 

And each one has a place 

This steel worker now writes, ‘ I was a new creature m 
Christ and the evpenence at Caux sealed for ever my alle- 
giance to the Highest This is the first time m ) ears that I have 
Avntten an)'thing of a spiritual nature, for, for the last twent) - 
eight years my pen and an) talents I possessed were given to 
proclaiming and proclaiming \er) forably my behefin the 
matenahsm of the Marast theory ” 
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People summon new hope whenever you give the voice of 
fiitli as a sure and certain answer for even tlic darkest days. I 
tliank God for the mounting evidence — sometimes in the 
headlines, more often bcliind the hcadiincs — that this is true. 

I hold in my Iiand today a report by the noted Associated 
Press columnist DeWitt Mackenzie, whiclj he calls “one of 
the most remarkable" in his experience. He tells ofthestriking 
new plans which one of China’s foremost soldier-statesmen 
has been developing for his nation. Concerned over the tragic 
divisions of his country. General Ho, China's warrime Chief 
of Staff who now represents his country' on the United 
Nations Militar)’ Staff Committee, went to a Moral Ke- 
Armament conference in America. 

This is the new truth he saw there. He says, "During tlic 
past nvcncy years of my fight against materialism in China, 
the method I used was force against force, and organisation 
against organisation, I have now come to the very firm con- 
clusion that I must fight an idea with an idea." 

General Ho nosvputs first die moral rchabilicacton of China. 
He believes that along with economic reform must come the 
moral force that will give new standards fo the country. In 
short, says the General, there is no use trying to reform the 
Communists by naked force alone. It would be best to solve 
the Communist problem by moral force. He stresses the im- 
portance of raising the moral standards of Chinese society as a 
whole, including both the Communists and the Kuomintang. 

To this end he has submitted to his government detailed 
plans for sending at once selected groups of his countrj’men 
to Switzerland and America for training in Moral Re- 
Armament. He specifies that these men must be unselfish bj' 
nature, and able-bodied, that they must be men of faith and 
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that the) must retuni to give at least one year’s service to the 
development of this ideology in dieir country He concludes 
u ith these memorable words “To put the world m order, we 
must first put the nation m order , to put the nation in order, 
\%e must put the family m order, to put the family m order, 
IV c must cultivate our personal life, and to cultivate our per- 
sonal life, vve must first set our hearts right ” 

Here surel) is statesmanlike planning, a new approach to 
the problems of fratnadal smfe which menace so many 
nations today 

At Caux, in the heart of troubled Europe, and at Mackinac 
Island in Amenca, there are centres for ideological training to 
which the ordinary man and the statesmen are coming m 
growing numbers, and they are finding there new hope and 
the way out of confusion One of the statesmen from the 
Pans Peace Conference last summer said, “At Caux I found 
the answer to Pans “ 

India, a centre of considerable confusion today, sent a dis- 
tinguished delegaaon of leaders One was the Director of 
Agnculture for the United Provinces He said, “Two mam 
ideologies are likely to capture the imagination of the people 
in India One is the ideology of Karl Marx The other is the 
ideology of Moral Re-Armament ” Indian newspapers got 
the pomt The) said it m hcadlmes— “Caux, the answer to 
Communism ’’ 

Coal IS one of the chief problems of the economic world 
Every major coal-field in Bntam was represented at Caux In 
the most cnacal year for die Bntish mmes these leaders went 
back to settle disputes and raise production There was more 
coal because there was a new spint These miners have not 
only increased production, they have happy homes 
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A British Mff«>hcr of Parhanicnc said, “A frcsli of 
liberty and goodwill blows from Caux over the ruined 
nations.” Today he is heading a connntttccorParlianicntanans 
who arc inviting govennnent leaders from other countries to 
join them here to plan the moral and spiritual rebirth of 
nations which vAW make peace secure. Labour leads in many 
lands. Labour led by God can unite the orld. 

Army leaders, too, see a new role for themselves and their 
forces — to give quickly to their nations the added strength of 
an inspired ideologj’. 

And thank God tliere is now at work a world force of 
people, ideologically equipped, who know how a new moral 
chmatc can be produced because of what has happened in 
their own lives. Woekets and soldiers, hoiucwivcs and states- 
men, farmers and industrialists, young and old, they have no 
new paper plans to offer, but they have experience which can- 
not be denied. They know that a change of heart is possible. 
They know that definite, decisive guidance from God is 
available, today as always. 

Two weeks ago I was present in Rome at the ceremonies 
which proclaimed as Saint a statesman of his day, Nikolaus 
von der Flue, who lived in Switzerland in the fifteenth cen- 
tury. Nikolaus had this gift of divine direction. As he exer- 
cised it, he became the saviour of his country’. He svas a 
farmer who tilled lus land well, a soldier, a magistrate. At 
fifty, oppressed by the problems of a warring w orld, he gave 
up much to follow radically the guidance of God. Soon his 
inspired good sense, knowledge of men and singleness of 
heart commanded the respect ofhis aantemporaries, not only 
m Swntzerland but in all Europe. He became the most sought- 
after arbiter in aff^s of state. When the bitter quarrels of the 
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Cantons brought his country to the verge of civil war it was 
Ins God-given answer which set Switzerland on the good road 
that gave her unity It is most timely that this statesman of five 
hundred years ago, who hstened for God’s word and fear- 
lessly passed it on to his generation, should today receive this 
supreme recogmtion Truly he is i saint for our times, a model 
for the United Nations 

A diplomat led by God — a nation united Is that the answer’ 
An Arab Foreign Minister said, “The world is at the cross- 
roads One road leads to revolution and chaos The other to 
reaction and despair Moral Re-Armament is the third way 
— the way ofanmspired democracy that will imitc the world ” 
Democracy’s inspired ideology is a life to be hved, a road to 
be followed A whole new order of statesmanship is required 
Cabinet Ministers to rule well must change people Ordinarily 
Cabinets do not have that art 
As men change, nations find i new level of living that 
makes problems melt 

As men listen to God and obey His orders, nations find a 
pattern that makes plain God's Will for government 
Here is the good road Anyone can travel it Everyone must 
travel it — ordmary men and the statesman alike 

As we step out upon it, God becomes real Fear vamslies 
and life opens out Tlierc is no need for detours the good 
road lies straight ahead 

IVlien ye turn to the right hand and udieii ye turn to the left thine 
cars shall hear a word behind thee saying ' This is the u ay, ii all 

ye III It ” 

Nations shall run niilo thee because of the Lord thy God And 
qreat shall be the peaci of thy cliildrai 
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Tlic idci ciught Ijold It remade men It impacted nation 
after nation Now it girdles the globe 
Toda) at the Moral Rc-Aniumcnt Assembly at Cauv we 
see tins force in acnon with the answer, ivailable for service 
At a time when statesmen realise the lateness of the hour it 
frccl> offers the fruit of twenty-five years of toil A force in 
the war of ideas with the training and cvpencncc which 
under God can equip tlic statesmen and the ordinary man 
with an ideology adequate to remahe tlie nations — now 
A new messige goes out from Cau\. to a stnckcii w orld At 
Ciu\ the answer has been found It has been given legs and it 
IS on the marcli Here at Caux we arc reaching the end of die 
age of crisis and pionccnng the era of cure 
Take the great world problem today— the production of 
coal Test this answer Ontam must produce more coal or as 
Cabinet Ministers say the midnight hour will smke for her 
Tins week the Coal Board announces the ouqjut of coal 
nationally is considerably short of the target set by the 
Government But where miners have been framed at Caux 
in coalfields where die Moral Re-Armament drama The For 
gotten Factor has been shown there is a diffeteiit picture In 
one mine the six-day target was reached m four and a half 
days In another the target was passed so often the mmers have 
asked for the target to be raised In one area absenteeism 
dropped in twelve months &om 20 per cent to 3 per cent ’ 
Paper plans wall never raise production Only new men 
working together in a new^ spirit with the fire of an ideology 

In the Sp f dfor London 6 June 1947 Janos •wrote m A Spectator s Note- 
book Tr bute should be pa d where tnbute seems to be justly due I hca d 

tbis iveek of a stnkiflg mpetus to coal p oduction The manager of one of our 
larger mines happened— I don r know ho v or even when— to see a performance 
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wll raise production, butld teamwork that springs from 
happ) homes, and set the nations on tlie path to recovery 
Test this answer again A great Indian labour leader was 
with me at Caux last week-end He told me two problems 
dogged India — racial bitterness and class bitterness He saw no 
solution After one day he told me he had seen the answer 
He came again He says “Moral Re-Armament is the answer 
because moral apathy is the problem I have seen here the way 
of life WTthout traged) As I make this way my own my hfe 
can be effective and I can make others effective This is our 
chance One of us can make many Thousands can make mil- 
lions The w orld can be saved from tragedy ” 

of the Moral Re-Armament movement s play The Forgouen Factor at the 
Westminster Theatre He was so deeply impressed that when he got back he 
called togethet a group of his suh-managets to considti the situation as he had 
come to see sc Interest m the aSair percolated down and some 300 men from 
the pit ^ent up to see the play — at their own expense the fare tvas over 30s 
retummg late just in tinie to go straight on the night shift The result I am 
assured is that the pit regularly tops production for its region Let me add that 
the story comes to me from no Mor j Re Armament quarter but from some 
one who knows the pits and piemen of that area particularly svell 
This play, which Mr Truman called the most important play produced by 
the war , develops Frank Buebman s philosophy in an industrial setting At its 
Washington prcmiSre 5 May 1944 the audience included 300 Members of 
Congress andmany leaders of labour and industry and the armed forces 
Tl e Forgotten Factor has play ed to over one million people m twenty countries 
m twelve languages In 1947 100 000 saw it in London at the Westminster 
Theatre It has play ed in German to 120 000 m the Ruhr m French in Pans and 
theindusmalareasofthenorth mitahan in industnol Lombardy inFinnishin 
Finland where a film was based on it It has been played by a Japanese cast in the 
Impenal Theatre m Tokyo and by Burmese railway workers in Rangoon It 
was enthusiastically received by 100 000 of all races in South and East Africa 
When It was invited to tour New Zealand by leading members of Government 
and Opposition the Foreign Minister said on die opening mght Here is some 
thing more important than the atom bomb It has suice been filmed 
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Opening adiiress at the Moral Re-Annameut World Assembly, 
Caux, Switzerland, 15 July, 1947 

All the would wants an answer. We have reached the 
moment when, unless we find an answer and bring it quickly 
to the world, not just one nation, but all nations will be 
ovenvhelmed. 

For too long we have breathed the atmosphere ofproblems. 
We move firom conference to conference and give up hope of 
a fundamental solution. We are cynical of success. We have 
become the slaves of our defeats, personally and nationally. 

Nations desire the fruits of an answer without having an 
answer. We want production. We want peace. We %vancpros- 
perity. We want a world organisation We want a united 
Europe. We want a new national life. But we do not go to the 
root of the matter. 

You cannot continue to cry' “Crisis” without providing an 
adequate answer. The habit of crisis breeds thehabitofapathy. 
We must lift people to a new level out of the fogs of fear and 
the bogs of bitterness where today humanity founders. 

Nations fail because they try desperately to combat moral 
apathy with economic plans. Economic breakdown walks as 
a black threat through theheart ofevery statesman and citizen. 
Yet the material crisis may obscure the materialism and moral 
breakdown that underlie it, so they do not know how to 
cure it. 

Until we deal with human nature thoroughly and drasti- 
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call) on ^ national scale, intions nuisi still follow tlicir histone 
road to violence and dcstniction 
The problem is not just in iron curtain which separates 
nation from nation, but steel) selfishness which separates man 
from man and all men from the government of God And 
when men listen to God and obc), the steel and iron melt 
away 

A generation ago a group of men gripped b) a materialist 
idcolog) decided to capture the world with it They gave 
their lives to that task For twcnt)-fivc years they have 
worked — every hour, sleeping and waking, ceaselessly, skil- 
fully, ruthlessly on a avorld front 
Suddenly the statesmen of the democratic nations have 
woken up The) rub their c)cs as they see what is happening 
The world force ofniatenalism has penetrated every nation 
It has infiltrated their schools, their indnstnes It has invaded 
their offices and government departments It has influenced 
their families, their colleagues, and even themselves 
At last they realise the imminence of crisis The> perceive 
the colossal progress of organised matenahsm in its march 
towards world chaos and control Why they ask, arc we in 
this situation’ How did it come about’ 

The reason is simple Wlulc many slept, and others busied 
tbcmsclvcs With their own affairs, the materialists have been 
working out their revolution with a philosophy, a passion 
and a plan 

What IS the answer’ A generation ago tlie force of Moral 
Rc-Atmament began fighting too On a world front it has 
been answenng plan widi plan, idea with idea, a militant 
godless mateinhsni with a militant mspired ideology for 
democracy 
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The idea caught hold. It remade men. It impacted nation 
after nation. Now it girdles the globe. 

Today at tlic Moral Re-Armament Assembly at Caux we 
sec this force in action with the answer, available for service. 
At a time tvhcn statesmen realise the lateness of the hour, it 
freely offers the fruit of nventy-fivc years of toil. A force in 
die war of ideas, wdth the training and experience which, 
under God, can equip the statesmen and the ordinary man 
with an ideology adequate to remake the nations — ^notv. 

A new message goes out from Caux to a stricken world. At 
Caux the answer has been found. It has been given legs and it 
is on the march. Here at Caux we are reaching the end of the 
age of crisis and pioneering the era of cure. 

Take the great world problem today — the production of 
coal. Test this answer. Britain must produce more coal, or, as 
Cabinet Ministers say, the midnight hour will strike for her. 
This week the Coal Board announces the output of coal 
naaonally is considerably short of the target set by the 
Government But where mmers have been trained at Caux, 
in coalfields where the Moral Re-Annamentdrama The For- 
gotten Factor has been shown, there is a different picture. In 
one mine the six-day target was reached in four and a half 
days. In another the target was passed so often the miners have 
asked for the target to be raised. In one area absenteeism 
dropped in welve months from 20 per cent to 3 per cent.* 
Paper plans will never raise production. Only new men 
working together in a new spnit with the fire of an ideology 

* In the Speajser, loBiJon, 6 June, 1917, Janus wrote in “A Spemtor’s Note- 
book.” “Tnbutc should be paid where mbute senns to be justlj due I heard 
week ora striking impetus 10 coaf ptockicaon Tfie manager of one orbur 
larger mines happened — I don't know faoworrren when — to seea performance 
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Will raise production, build teamwork that springs from 
happy homes, and set the nations on the path to recovery'. 

Test this answer again A great Indian labour leader \\as 
with me at Caux last week-end. He told me ti\o problems 
dogged India — racial bitterness and class bitterness. He saw no 
solution After one day he told me he had seen the answer 
He came agam He says “Moral Re-Armament is the answer 
because moral apathy is the problem. I have seen here the way 
of life without tragedy As I make this way my o\vn my hfe 
can be effective and I can make others effective This is our 
chance One of us can make many. Thousands can make mil- 
lions The world can be saved from tragedy.” 

of the Moral Re-Amument movement's pb} 77 ie For^ollat Factor, at the 
Westminstei Theatre He was so deeply impressed ih« when he got bach he 
called together a group of his sub^managers to coosidet the situation as he had 
come to see it Interest in the alfair percobted down, and some 300 men from 
the pit went up to see the pUy — at their own expense , the fate was over 30$ — 
retummg late, just m time to go straight on die night shift The result, 1 am 
assured, is that the pit regularly tops producQoa for its region Let me add that 
the story comes to me from no Moral Re-Armament quarter, but from some- 
one who knows the pits and pitmen of that area particularly well ” 

This play, which Mr Truman called “the most important play produced by 
the war”, develops Frank Buchmon s philosophy in an mdastnal setting At its 
Washington ptcnuiic, 5 May, 1944. the audience included 300 Members of 
Congress, and many leaders of labour and industry, and the armed forces 
The Forgotten FactorhiS play ed to over one miUion people in twenty countries, 
in twelve languages In 1947, 100,000 saw u ui London at the Westminster 
Theatre It has played in German to 120.000 in die Ruhr, m French m Pans and 
the mdustnal areas of the north m Italian mmdustnal Lombardy, m Finnish m 
Finland, where a film was based onit Ithas been pbyed by ajapanese cast m the 
Inipenal Theatre in Tokyo, and by Burmese railway wotkers m Rangoon It 
was enthusiasncally received by 100000 of all races in South and East Africa 
When 1 1 w as mvit^ to tour New Zealand by Icadmg members of Government 
and Opposition, the Foreign Minister said on dir opening night, “Here is some- 
thing more important than the atom bomb" It has suicc been hlmcd 
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Hh arc the key to statesmaiuhip that can save the 

world He shows us where to bcgm because Moral Re- 
Armament IS for every one cvcry'where Human nature can be 
changed That is the basic answer National economies can 
be changed That is the fruit of the answer World history 
can be changed That is the dcsony of our age 

Let us be honest and fice the facts A new conference is no 
answer to a felse philosophy A new theory is no answer to a 
militant ideology Plans fail for lack of inspired people to 
work them Yet we mulaply plans Cauv produces the in- 
spired people w ho will make plans w ork 
A statesman came to Caux He is President of the Board of 
Trade of his naaon For years life had been governed by a 
hatred of the Bnmh so powerful that he had sworn never to 
speak the English language publicly again 
He was involv cd m inadcnts w hicb brought his country to 
a crisis that m his own words could very easily have led to 
Civil w ar He spoke m English as he told us I hav e experi- 
enced myself that a hatred which at times used to flash to w hitc 
heat ran be removed m an instant through •mllingness 
although I did not know God or behevc in Him to leam His 
iniracle-w orking pow er He learned the secret that an honest 
apology leads to honest peace Civnl war was averted Change 
m this statesman and the guidance of God turned him from a 
divisive element m his nation to a pioneer of teamwork and 
taught him to h\ e effectively for other races as v\ ell as for his 

OWTL 

A change of heart Inspired statesmanship The answer to 
hate and division Is that the answer we are all seekmg 

Moral Re Armament offers the w orld and the statesmen of 
the world a force trained and on the inarch that has the 
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answer to individual and national selfishness It is the chance 
for c\ cr) one e\ ery%\ here to step today into the firesh dimen- 
sion of 1 new age It is not a theory but a way of life, tested 
and tned m every circumstance Itisaforce that has the power 
to save and rc-create a soact^ on the bnnk of collapse 
On his return from the Antarctic, Admiral Byrd summed 
up his otvn conviction about Moral Re-Armament “I want 
to say with all the emphasis at my command that it gives you 
the chance you have been looking for to go mto action to save 
avilisation ” 

Men bom agam arc bnnging renaissance to nations Indus- 
try with this force of Moral Re-Armament at its heart will 
produce enough for the needs of all Homes wth this force m 
everyday life will secure the next generation from chaos 
Armies \vith this force \vill gi\ e new standards of moral train- 
ing to their nations Cabinets and diplomats with this force 
will be totally cffecavc for they will have the power to turn 
their enemies mto friends Europe will anse the world will 
arise from the sleep and defeat of apathy and disillusion This 
is the only possible hope for world reconstruction 

“Men must be governed by God or they will be ruled by 
rants,” said that great American Wilham Penn 
It IS till nett day and a new u ay 



THE ANSWER TO ANY “ISM” 
—EVEN MATERIALISM 

June 1948 iiiarLcd the tenth annuersary of Morol Re Am j 
meni Dr B iclimait presided 01 er a World Assembly ih Cah 
fomia His opening address on z June is git en beloti 

From France the Foreign Afinister cabled I salute in Alora! 
Re-Armament one of the animating forces at u ork for inspired 
democracy u Inch must re-estabhsh the supremacy of all spiritual 
j alttes at the heart of our tormented hiii lanity Five Afinisters 
President wrote from Germany Germany is ready for your 
n essage Hie ideology of Moral Re-Armament ts an indispensable 
foundatioii for the rcconstmciion and peace of Europe and the 
K orld Simultaneous assemblies » ere held in DenmarL Fra ici 
Germany Su itzerlaiid Australia and Britain 

Everywhere men iong Cor peace and prepare for war 
They long to rebuild and prepare to destroy The) plan for 
new prosperity and expect fresh disasters 

"What IS the missing factor in the planning and the states- 
manship of the world toda) ’ 

It IS our lack of an ideology For democracy We say n c are 
democrats we need no ideology Wealmostfeelitisasignof 
weakness to talk about an idcolog) 

So we try to meet the united plan and passion of ahen 
ideologies with talk and with hp-service to high ideals and 
•with a last resort to force And we hope to hvc as wc have 
alwa)s lived— selfishl) comfortably and undisturbed 
Wc have all lived too long in an atmosphere of imagining 
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that secunty, prospenty, comfort and culture are natural to 
man 

We forgot the eternal struggle between Evil and Good, 
victory in which brings the blessings of secunty and pros- 
perity But defeat in this struggle, and even ignorance of it, 
brings poverty, hunger, slavery and deith 

It takes more than diplomacy to cxorase evil It takes more 
than lip-service to fight for God Statesmen talk about the 
answer They talk of umon But disunity mcreases They talk 
of moral values But immoral pohaes prevail They use these 
words which the hard logic of events has proved true But it 
remams words These men do not face the cost m their own 
hvcs and the hfe of their nations of giving an answer 
An extreme of evil must be met with an extreme of good 
A fanatical following of evil by a passionate pursuit of good 
That IS why democracy fads Only a passion can cure a pas- 
sion And only a supenor world-arching ideology can cure a 
world divided by warring ideologies 
We Amencans have been lulled into a false security by 
behcvmg that ah the “isms” are across the sea 

“Isms” grow from unsolved problems m the life of men 
and nanons One man’s hate kindles a million hates One 
man’s suspiaon explodes a milhon suspicions It spreads like a 
praine fire Or it creeps like a flame underground to burst out 
unexpectedly m a hundred places 

Is America free from hates, fears, suspiaons, greed^ 

Why is our record of broken homes so high^ How about 
industrial strife^ 

Are we victims of the greatest “ism” of all^ Materialism 
Is matenahsm the mother of all the “isms”? Is matenalism 
becommg our national ideology? 
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Wc stretch out generous hands to help Europe and Asia 
economically. But materialism frustrates our best intentions. 
Pnees rise, money is worth less. Troubles in mdustr)' cu t douu 
the supply of goods. Ac the moment when our strength is 
most needed abroad, wc may find ourselves in our greatest 
crisis. 

Tile other “isms” are bankingon that. They waittheirtime. 
They know that money, food and clothes alone not save 
Europe; that material things may make nations just strong 
enough materially to become their tools in their ideological 
conquest of the world. 

Ten years ago Moral Re-Armament was bom. In this very 
Hollywood Bowl the crowds gathered to see the preview of 
a new world order. 

What have we learnt in these ten years? 

Wc have learnt that democrac)' without an ideology can 
win a war but cannot build a peace; that ideological pre- 
paredness IS the task of the whole nation, and is the one sure 
basis of national strength, moral, military and economic. 

Today M RA offers the democraaes and the whole w’orld 
the superior armament of an idcologj', without which armies 
are out-fought and statesmen arc out-thought. 

MRA has grown in ten years to the stature of a world 
answer to any “ism”— even materialism. It has restored for 
milhons the simple sancrirics of home and honour, and given 
hope for a new' world It has built die world organism that 
can make a reality of this hope. In the words of a British coal- 
miner, “Moral Re-Armament is the answer to every' ‘ism’ 
ever mvented.” It is for everyone evcryw’here. 

Let me dte a few proven ficts of the past twelve months. 
One hundred and fifty leading Germans came to the World 
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Assembly for Moral Rc-Arimmait m Cau\, Switzerland 
General Clay iti Berlin and Lord PaLenham m London made 
their visit possible These Germans found the answer to 
nihihsm and to an ideologically broken nation An Alhed 
offiaal, Mihtaiy Governor of Cologne, said, “MRA is the 
ideal solution for Germany ” A leading German Soaahst, a 
former Minister-President, said, “If Europe is to be saved, it 
must be saved in the spirit of Moral Re-Armament ” 

The first democratic handbook, by Germans giving the 
answering ideology ivas produced by these men It is gomg 
out far and tvide even behind the Iron Curtam Sweden gave 
100 tons of paper because she saw her security lay m a new 
spint m German) 

French mdustry— battlefield of the ideologies— has found a 
imitmg force An employer, heading an organisation of em- 
ployers of 600,000 workers, fought Labour The head of all 
the Soaahst women ofFrance mistrusted Management These 
two saw the new batde-line — for or against democracy’s 
mspired ideology They met They changed They apologised, 
and are workmg together Thousands rally to fiiem They 
speak not of revolution, not of reaction, but of renaissance — 
the rebirth of a nation, the rebirth of a contment 
Italy — focus of an anxious "world Two hundred Itahans, 
including twenty-six Members of the Itahan Parhament fi-om 
five different parties, came to the MRA Conference last sum- 
mer The Christian Democrat and the Soaahst learned to 
work together A Soaahst said, “It is a miracle Our parties 
can get together m the same way as we have ” Is that one of 
the secrets of the Italian elections? 

Bntam — production is retunung But what is her greatest 
problem, today? After seeing die Moral Re-Armament pro- 
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gramme m the coalfields of Britain a mme manager said 
Moral Re-Armament fills the emptiness and gives the dyna 
mic we need ’ Lord Nuffield the gemus of Britain s auto 
mobile mdustry, sent this message to the MRA programme 
at the time of the Bnmh Industnes Fair We must be pre- 
pared to face man-made problems which beset us by brmgmg 
into our personal family and mdustrial lives m full measure 
the pnnaples of truth mtegnty, unselfishness and compas- 
sionate understandmg of the other man s problems 
What IS the common factor m all this good news^ It is 
union — the almost forgotten solution to all our problems 
today 

Division IS the mark of our age Division in the heart 
Division m the home Division m mdustry Division in the 
nation Division between naoons 
Union IS our instant need 

Division IS the work of human pndc hate lust fear greed 
Division IS the trademark of materialism 
Umon IS the grace of rebirth We have lost the art of uniting 
because we have forgotten the secret of change and rebirth 
Moral Re-Armament is the good road of an ideology m- 
spired by God upon which all can unite 

Cadiolic Jew and Protestant Hmdu Muslim Buddhist 
and Confxiciamst — all find they can change where needed 
and travel along this good road together 
I called on a great leader in his time of deep sorrow He 
gave me these words of Fulton Sheen What the world needs 
today is not to plead for rebgious unity so much as to plead 
for the unity of religious people Those are the words of a 
great Catholic leader 

The Jew has his pnstme contribution m the words of the 
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great prophet-leader Isaiah ‘ Nations shall run unto thee 
because of the Lord thy God ” and “Great shall be the peace 
of tliy children ” And m the words of the Psalmist ‘ Great 
peace hi\ e they \\ hich lo\ e Th) law , and nothing shall offend 
them 

And what docs Islam saj ^Thc Foreign Minister of Pakistan, 
Sir ZafruUah Khan sent me this word, Among my friends 
of M RA I have been delighted to observe the constant stnvmg 
after discovering God s plan and purpose and putting their 
lives m accord with it I am convinced that it is only through 
sincere and sustained effort m that direction that mankind can 
wnn through to its true redemption ’ 

Is that the medium of approach for the Palestmc problem’ 
It IS so easy to have these great truths lost in prejudice Be- 
hold how these brethren fight one another, says the world 
But It should be. Behold how these brothers love one 
another ” 

Prejudice shall not keep any of us from the maximum 
leadership which our nations demand 
The Bishop of Tammerfors m Finland came to see that 
great ideological play The Forgotten Factor m his own land and 
language He was afraid a play might no t be the nght medium 
He came He wept He said This must go to everyone 
After the first act he telephoned a wcU-knoivn mdustnahst 
who came straight to the theatre As a result the cast was asked 
to show the pla> for a whole month 
What a joy must have possessed this Bishop who wanly 
and almost against his ^VlIl deaded to come, and found the 
thing he most longed for for his nation — an over-arching 
ideology 

And what does India say’ The Mimstcr of Labour m Bom- 
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bay Provuiaal Government, took this word back ro the 
leaders of his country and to the milhons of India’s workers 
“Here IS the force that can change selfishness and greed and all 
that IS wrecking the spirit and soul of people Until I met 
Moral Re-Armament I had not felt confident that there was 
an idea which could be apphed universally as an adequate 
answer ” 

Labour here m California says thesame They see this great 
prmaple ofchangmg and umtmg on the level ofan answering 
ideology It led a group of labour leaders to go to manage- 
ment and ofier their services free for the filming of our pla) 
Ttie Good Road I didn’t ask them to do it They saw a tre 
mendous part they could play and they took the imnative 
Isn't this the freer atmosphere m which we all need to move’ 
Isn’t this the digmty of labour?' 

Think of strikes today 75000 men — 100 000 men No one 
thinks much about strikes True, the President says they may 
have national repercussions Economists give us grave wam- 
mgs But do we sec that strikes can be the -entrance for one of 
the ‘ isms”? Is it materialism in the thinking and hving of both 
management and labour — and of you and me? 

Think of America destroying herself with the very thing 
she condemns m others 

And how about France? Italy? The Po Valley ? Do they 
understand the language ofan answer to strikes? 

And what does the employer say ? The representative of one 
of the greatest aircraft manu&cturcrs in Cahfomia told us 
‘Until I saw your work I thought the answer to matenahsm 
was dead ^vlth St Francis ' 

Now make no mistake I do not say that this message will 
be wholly popular ft stirs the conscience Thatis uncomfbrt- 
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able It will always be open to misinterpretation by those 
who wish to escape it But it comes as illumination to those 
■who are ready 

Let me tell how it came to me Just forty years ago I was 
divided Just as naaons today are divided Materialism was 
winning its battle in my heart I went to Europe to try to 
escape But my battle came with me 

One day, in England God showed me the cost of my pride 
and my materialism I admitted it That is the first step Get 
honest 

I said, Sorry — first to God then to those I had wronged 
That IS the second step 

I learned to hsten to God I accepted His commission to 
bring an answer to men and nations That is the third step 
God IS calling men everywhere to be the instruments of 
Union It comes not by conferences not by laws not by reso- 
lutions and pious hopes but by change 
Change is the heart of the superior ideology 
As individuals change a new chmate comes to the nation s 
hfe As leaders change pohacs become inspired and the 
nation s life-blood flows again As statesmen change the fear 
of war and chaos will hft The most difficult will respond to 
the firm united but humble voice of reborn democracy 
Why should there be catastrophe again wlicn with God 
renaissance is inevitable^ 

Tius is the new pattern of freedom for all nations Shall it be 
a new Dark Age for Europe and the world’ Or shall it be 
world-wide Renaissance of the moral and spiritual forces 
ever>where bursting mto hfe and banging at the last moment 
a miracle to mankind^ 

Which shall it be’ The dcasion lies in jour Iiands 
idp 
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THERE IS 


In October, 1948 0/1 the tnt itatian a/t/te Miiiifters President of 
North Rhwe-lVestpliaha WurtefiAurg-BadenaudBaiaria and 
other German leaders DrBiichman and a task force of 250 from 
twenty nations travelled from end to end of Gemtany They took 
» ith them the musical play The Good Road u Inch dreti 
tens of thousands in city after aty Early in 1949 the MRA 
industrial play The Forgotten Factor opened m the Ruhr 
ivtth a Gern an cast In the folloit i«_g motiiks 120 000 from the 
mines and heavy tndiistries came to see it ainon^ them Ufe-long 
memhers of the German Communist Party 11 ho found in Moral 
Re-Armament a superior ideology 
In the Morld broadcast which follotis given at the opening 
of the World Assembly at Caiiv 4 June 1949 DrBiichman 
spoke of the results of this action 

Is THERE AN ANSWER^ There IS 

It came dunng an afternoon’s walk I had m the Schwarz- 
wald of Germany God spoke — A moral and spiritual 
renaissance Moral Re-Armament ' There hes the hope of 
the future 

Moral Re-Armament has ibund a nulLon feet It has the 
vital message for the milhons It meets the needs of statesmen 
Foreign Minister Schuman says Now we need to give 
ideological content to the hves of the milhons ofEurope 
The worker too finds that there is enough m the world for 
everyone s need but not enough for everyone s greed 
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Moral Re-Armament has the tremendous umtmg power 
that comes from change m both East and West It gives the 
foil dimension of change Economic change Soaal change 
National change International change All based on personal 
cliange It creates a personal opimon that can change the fate 
of nations It presents a force adequate to remake the world It 
shows how to unite nation and nation, and creates mspired 
democracy in families, mdustnes, cabmets and nations It is 
the mspired hvmg that makes nanons think and hve It has 
God’s mind 

It works m Germany It becomes the policy of Mmister- 
Presidents Karl Arnold, Mimster-President of North Rhme- 
WestphaUa, says, “The real answer to any ideology must be a 
supenor ideology Germany needs an inspired ideology to 
support her new democracy Moral Re-Armament is the 
spintual road to a new Europe In our cabmct we have already 
begun to see the fruits of this ideology at work This is the 
ideology which can bnng us the moral and spmtual healmg 
we need in our nation and provide a real basis of peace with 
other nations When the nations of the world seek the good 
road with conviction and passion, then I behevc there is a new 
begmnmg for the world ” 

His colleague, Mimster-Prcsident Ehard of Bavaria echoes 
his thought when he says of Moral Re-Armament, “This is 
what the world can be This is what the world should be 
This IS what the world must be ” 

This works for everyone everywhere What man wants is 
secunty — a hate-free, fear-free, greed-free world The bottle- 
neck IS that people say human nature cannot change But 
human nature does change, and the nature of nations can 
change too 
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In the battle for new men, for nc%v nations and a new world 
we must have adequate weapons The plays The Good Rood 
and The Forgotten Factor have spoken to their thousands m 
many lands and languages. Now they are being filmed and 
will speak to their millions. People marvel at the irresistible 
power of a God-given idea. A German Marxist in Baden- 
Baden said after seeing the play, “ft was as iff had been tolling 
up a long hill and had suddenly seen a city oflight.” 

A French official said, “I was overwhelmed by the power 
of this play. If it had been given four years ago there would 
have been no difficulties between the French and the Germans. 

I am determined to see this spirit is apphed in my administra- 
tion and in my own hfe.” 

Beinhold Schneider, great Catholic writer, said, “Tins 
is what the whole world must hear.” 

What is the response of German industry? One hundred 
and fifty of the Ruhr industrialists met at the invitation of 
General-direktor Kost, head of the German Coal Board, to 
plan how the spirit ofMoral Re-Armament could be brought 
right through the industry of the Ruhr. Someone said that if 
a bomb had been dropped on that room, production would 
have stopped in the Ruhr. They heard industrial and trade 
umon leaders from a dozen countries speak. Mr Kost gave the 
keynote, “ft is not for us to wait for Labour to change. 
Change, Gendemen, is demanded of us.” And he further 
said, “It is not a question whedier we change, but how we 
change.” 

Dr Hans Boeckler, Chairman of the Trade Unions of the 
British Zone, was at this conference. He saj-s, "If men arc to 
be free from the old and the outmoded, it can only happen 
as they set themselves a new goal, and place in the forefront 
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humamt^ and moral values I believe that Moral Re-Arma- 
ment can bring about a definite improvement for mankmd in 
man) areas of life When men change the structure ofsoaety 
cliangcs and when the structure of soacty changes men 
change Both go togctlicr and both arc necessary The goal 
which Moral Rc-Arniament stnvcs to reacli is the same as 
that for which I am fighting as a trade unionist 

We liavc had half of the twentieth century Who has the 
key to the second halP The nation whose youth finds the 
answer to nihilism and apathy 

A Heidelberg student editor said ‘All of us students have 
come to a dead end Moral Re-Armament is the only thing 
that gives an answer ’ 

The For<iotlcti Factor was given m Bonn The Rector of the 
Umvcrsity a Catholic pnest welcomed the play by saying 
that what St Francis had done for the cnsis of the thirteenth 
century a similar movement Moral Re-Armament was 
doing for the yet greater crisis of today He saw his students 
respond m their hundreds and as a result the Rector comes 
to Caux 

In Freiburg a student came to The Forgotten Factor when all 
the tickets had gone and pleaded to be let in He said he had 
come from the East Zone of Germany for a short visit and 
had to go back the next morning He said Everyone m the 
East Zone speaks about Moral Re-Armament They do not 
all quite know what it is but apparently it is our only hope 
My friends told me to make sure to find out what it really is 
and I won t go back without having seen it in action for 
myself 

Everyone feels Moral Rc Armament has the answer for 
Germany but not everyone realises that a reborn Germany 
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woitld hive the answer for them The fate of German) is the 
fate of Europe 

Dr Peters, Professor of Law in the University of Berlin, in 
his recent booh on the Problem of German Democracy, describes 
seven forms of democrac) in history and concludes with the 
“Inspired Democracy” of Moral Re-Armament as the answer 
to the failure of democracy in our day 
A Trade Umon President of 170,000 workers m Berim says, 
“How do I fmd the peace m my heart that enables me to know 
what is the nght thmg to do ^ You need apostles I wiU be one 
You are fanngmg this message like a storm to humamty ” 

Is there an answer for Pans’ Is there any other answer’ A 
leading German Soaahst says, “Any unity m Europe must 
have Moral Re-Armament ” 

A French woman, Madame Laure, former head of the 
Socialist Women of France, replies, “I had good reason to hate 
Germany when I came to Caux But a miracle happened 
When I found Germans who hved Moral Rc-Armament, my 
hatred died A common ideology is doing for France and 
Germany today what scntimcntahty never did between the 
two wars Now we have this firm ground to stand on from 
which both sides are honcsth stnving to bmid the bndge of 
understanding ” 

These words find response across the world from the 
Deputy Pnme Mmister of New Zealand Mr Walter Nash, 
who says, “MRA is bringing a new note between person and 
person employer and employees government and govern- 
ment What they do must prevail It is the most powerful 
agency in the world How long it takes depends on us “ 

Nations can find a new spirit when men begin to work 
together It does not take many The East gives ns an example 
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Thcrrontpi^cofT//ciJ»wM» Rangoon s daily paper carries 
this licadlmc NationiMdc spintual advance Wc want an 
idea that \vill lift us above c\cr} prejudice all faction feeling 
and self seeking 

What lies behind this stor) ^ National leaders came together 
in Burma s dark hour to light the torch of a moral and spintual 
aw akemng In a call to the nanon the) wrote The reason 
wh) wc have hitherto all faded to find an answer maybe that 
wc have not looked for it m the right place We need a loan 
Wc need monc) Wc need almost cverythmg We need most 
ofall an idea that changes people — a change ofheart that will 
enable us to trust one another Then we would begin to live 
as wc want the other fellow to live Wc would begin to live 
what we believe 

Is that the new note m government^ Is that why the editor 
of The Bfinmi is on his way to Caux’ 

■people respond when statesmen give a selfless lead General 
Ho Ymg-chin China s soldier Pnme Minister sends me the 
message that he will never compromise on moral principles 
Does your nation act on principle or on expediency'^ 

India hears the call of Moral Re-Armament Mr G L 
Nanda Mimster of Labour m tlic Government of Bombay 
presents a pledge to the people of India which contains these 
words The strength of an individual and a nation depends 
on the virtues of love purity unselfishness and honesty 
Moral Re-Armament is the ideology that will answer 
hatred says the Marxist It has taken away my hatred of the 
white man says Louis Bylcs gifted smger from Jamaica 
Wily is Moral Re-Armament the answer’ Because it deals 
with the fundamental problem A Mid Western farmer said 
I used to wonder when I read my Old TestamciK when 
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God stopped talking to people When I met Moral Rc-Arma- 
ment I realised He hadn t stopped talking people had stopped 
listening 

Someone has said that the modem man is not \\ omed about 
Ins sms but the result is that he is worried about almost e\ er) - 
thmg else Mora! Re-Armament takes sm senouslj And it 
takes Christ senousl) Bishop Wurm of German) writes In 
Moral Re-Armament people do not talk so much about the 
Cross of Chnst but the) live b) the power of the Cross of 
Chnst All come under its influence That is wh) thc\ can 
umte people of different parnes nations and confessions 
It is the one sure hope lor a crumbling ciwhsanon sa)s 
Glasgow s Catholic former Lord Pro\ost Sir Patnek DoUan 
A labour leader sums it up Moral Re-Armament is not a 
new trade union It is not a new rchgion It is not a new poh 
tical part) It is the remed) m the common fight for a new 
w orld 

Is there an anssver’ There is 

Afl w c need is die tniUcons w ho sa v Yes / ft til 



THE DESTINY 
OF EAST AND WEST 

0/138 May, 1950, ati Assanbly u as held in the Ruhr at Gelseii~ 
hrchn, cn the invitation of leading Gerwait personalities 
The Fidiral Chancellor, Dr Adenauer, said in a message to 
Dt "Afornf Rc-^niimHCHf has become a household 

ti ord in posl-ii ar Germany I tliinl of the great success it Inch 
has been achuved 11 ith The Forgotten Factor in the Ruhr 
I bcliiie that in i leu of the offensive of totalitarian ideas in the 
East, the Federal Republic, and u ithm u the Ruhr, is the given 
platform for a dinwiislration of the idea of Moral Rearmament 
Dr Buchmans address mas broadcast by Radio Berlin and 
other »h Western GeniMn)* and the world^ 

Marxists are finding a new thinking in a day of cnsis 
The class struggleis being superseded Management and labour 
are beginning to hve the positive alternative to class war 
Can you imagine Marxists so different that their employers 
say of them, ‘ They are our best fnends”^ Can you imagine 
an mdustnalist so different that the workers ask to see his pass- 
port before they svill beheve the miracle’ These things are 
true They are happening They are the one hope of fmdmg 
umty for all Is there any difference benveen West and East 
when this becomes a fact’ 

‘ This Assembly coinadcd with a much publicised Communist demonstration 
inBcrbn Nextday theheadlinemaGcrmanncwspaperrcad Berlmawashout 
— -Moral Re Armament the basic answer 
* Two da)-s before the Ruhr Assembly the French cd tion of Dr Buchman s 
speeches appeared with a foreword by Robert Schuman Foreign Minister of 
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Is change for all the one basis of unity for all? Can Marxists 
be changed? Can they have this new thinking? Can Marxists 
pave the way for a greater ideolog>'? Why not? They have 
always been open to new things. They have been forerunners. 
They ^^•ill go to prison for their belief. They die for their 
belief. Why should they not be the ones to h've for this 
superior thinking? 

Two Marxists came to Caux. A third was sent after them 
to bring them home. He, too, came back changed. People 
cycled him. They tried to trick him. But he has become an 
outstanding example to Communist and non-Comraunist 
alike of this new thinki n g. He goes to the Prime Ministers of 
the North. They arc interested became they are looking for a 
hope akin to this one, a hope that a mighty miracle is possible 
on a large scale, reaching the miUions in this day and age. 

This Marxist met one of the great leaders of the North, a 
man of different oudook and tradition. But he saw in that 
man one who lived the eternal sense ofbrotherhood. "There’s 
a real man," he said. It bribed for him a gulf in his mind. 

Change soon becomes the talking point of a nation- The 
diplomat who has all the ans^'ers at his fingertips, but is con- 
fused about this one, comes to talk about it. He begins to 
invite in his friends and they talk about it. It is a wonder to 
them that Marxists should have this nets’ thinking that is the 
answer to division. 

In a couiitT)' which is one of the world’s hot spots the diri- 

Franee. “Democracy and bffr fixctfows can fce saved only by the quality oftbe 
men who speah in her name,” »d M. Sefautnan. *‘Dr Buchman has declared 
war on nuterialum and individiulmn, twin generators of our selfish diviaons 
and social injustices. May fee be hcanl and followed more and more in ^ 
zuQORS of the world by those who today still clash in fiatnodal hatred.” (See 
page aSS for the full text of M. Schonun’s forrw ord.) 
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sionsarcso appartiU tlnicvcrjoncsi)S, * Tlic) ccrttinly nctd 
to change ’ They Invcall the thinking, all the tradition, all the 
outwatd trappings of religion which could make an answer 
possible if tlicy were v-nlling But they have been sitting there 
like encased mummies until one seemingly frail woman, a 
Member of Parliament, takes some of the principles ofjeanne 
d’Arc and leaps into the fray Naturally they oppose her at 
first They hold a solemn council and tell her she will lose her 
job She gives them the truth she knows She had seen with 
her own eyes how Marxists had discovered the secret of this 
newthmking She found a response Prejudices wereremoved 
She was the satisfied inquirer who could give new rruth 
Everywhere she went she fbimd people wanting it for their 
own liv es 

She came to Northern France There she found tlie workers 
in wool and 111 textiles the employers tliesoaalist Mayor, the 
conservative industnahsts, all beginning to find a solution they 
had not dreamt of before They were impressed to leam that 
their Foreign Mimstcr had said. Here is something we must 
look mto It has the hallmark of reality It has the old truths 
It doesn’t deny the old truths It makes them hve 

This IS the same wise statesman who says We must find 
somelhingtlntoverarchesallourdifTerencesandgivesusumty ” 

In Italy in this Holy Year one finds a deep desire to advance 
to a new level of national and mtcmaoonal hvmg One of the 
greatest Itahan mdustrialists spcakmg to his colleagues said that 
M RA was the way to a better world His words were echoed 
by the guest of honour, the leading mdustnalist of France, 
who said All our pacts and all our economic arrangements 
will be successful only if dicy are undergirded by the spirit of 
unity I saw in Caux ” 
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Today we must know how to reconstruct nations Not 
) our own nation perhaps Some may say, “We won the war ” 
But take a nanon like Japan which lost the war, and is in the 
throes of struggling to her feet There are many forces at 
work There are those who are bitter because they have lost 
their pnvileges, and there are Marxists who have not yet found 
this neiv thinking that can avert ensis They need to be v, on 
They divide a nation Just as m Eastern and Western German) 
there is bitterness because of division, so also m Japan And 
there are statesmen who are finding their way, fightmg against 
opposmg tendencies, and they need the umty that comes as 
the grace of rebirth It is not easy m countries like these, but it 
IS the only possible way 

But Japan has met this new thinking Thirty-seven of her 
leaders came to Caux last summer — the first Soaalisc Pnme 
Minister, the former Mimstcr of Rnance, the representatives 
of the two great newspapers, the former Ambassador to Wash- 
mgton, members of the Mitsui family And now leaders m 
national hfo heads of neivspapers, whose task is to mirror for 
a nation its true destiny, the workers on the railroad, those 
who work that others may ndc, from the least of them to the 
man who is their president, all arc being reached In a leading 
azade th& Nippon Times wntes 

Moral Re-Armamentisaffordmg thcjapanesepeople 
a chance to live and to practise democracy Democracy 
can become an even greater force for good m Japan as 
m other nations if the people translate into action what 
IS now too often mere Iip-scrvicc M RA works on the 
simplest of formulas Its basis is the mdividuai — from 
all walks of life and from an) nation He is asked to 
observe m his daily activities the basic tenets ofhoncst) , 
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purit>% unselfishnws .Tiid love. His spiritual regenera- 
tion will affect and uaflucncc others around him and by 
spreading from one person to another w ould permeate 
and move a whole nation.* 

M R A u orks for all — for every man everywhere. The Chief 
Justice of Japan, probably the leading Catholic layman, 
writes, ‘‘I am expecting much from Moral Re-Armament.” 

And what of Southern Asia where teeming millions came 
to independence only to find their new-won liberty threatened 
by their owm disunity? A Foreign Mimsrcr from that part of 
the world says, “Moral Re-Armament is as important as the 
atom bomb ” He sees tliat it opens the door to a new umty’ — 
between different races, different classes, different nations— 
based on an experience of change for all. 

A great statesman in the East said, “I am deeply m sym- 
pathy wth the basic concepts of your work.” He spoke of the 
failure of character to keep pace with knowledge and of the 
need for leadership. “Some place the theologians missed the 
boat and the timing became wrong,” he continued “Some- 

1 In June. 1950 «vctic\-si* leaders of Japan, the largest delcgaaon ever to 
leave Japan for Europe, amsed in Caux and took part m the World Assemblj 
They came with the acavc support of the Pnine Mitmtec, and included Mem- 
bers of Parliament from all the main parties They also included seven Governors 
of Prefectures, the Mayon of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and leaders of industry, 
finance and labour On their way home they were received m Washington m 
both Houses of Congress, an event unprecedented in history, and their spokes- 
men addressed both Houses, apologised to the Amencan people, spoke of their 
conviction that Moral Re-Armament represented the greatest hope foe the 
future of Japan and the Pacific countries, and were received with a standing 
ovation from both the Senate and the House of Representatives 

Before returmng to Japan, the delcgaaon issued the foUosvmg statement in 

London (22 July 1950) 'We came to Europe, where Communism began to 

find a positive answer to Communism We found u at Caux. m the ideology 
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times the forces that could help, give the most difficulty In 
some countries newspaper writers make their livelihood by 
character assassination They destroy a man’s confidence m 
himself, and then they destroy pubhc confidence m him, and 
tliey feel they have no responsibility themselves In other 
countries it is the whole system of hfc thatcnpples leadership ” 
That is the problem The Press must become the inspirer of 
statesmen and the herald of a new world The system of hfe 
must change so that every man everywhere takes responsi- 
bility and feels himself parr ofa mighty plan for the remaking 
of the world As it is, our thinking is asvry We expect to 
differ instead of to agree Yet wherever MRA goes it creates 
unity It averts conflicts It settles stnkcs Instead of the news 
that a strike has broken out, 1 receive a telegram from a great 
mdustnal aty to say that the head of the umon and a leading 
employ er propose that management and labour celebrate my 
birthday together on a aty-widc scale That could be normal 
because that is the result of change 
A nationalist leader from Africa came to Europe Bitter poli- 
tical quarrels have divided the leaders of his o\vn people He 
feels he has to choose betn'cen East and West for his country’s 
salvation In London his fellow-countrymen tell him of Moral 
Re-Amiament He changes his plans and comes to Caux He 

of Moral Rc-Armamcnt Wc realise that Japan has caused great suffennq 
through her pursuit of false ideas and 6lsc roads We hope in future as a nation 
to show by our deeds that we have found a change ofheart and that v.e can 
make our contribution to the remaking of the vi otid *’ 

The statement conejudes, Rtinia has adtanced tn Ana because the Soviet 
Government understands the art of ideological war It fights for the minds of 
mm Weappealrothecoveromenisandpcopleofthc Wfsrrodothesame to 
make themselves expert in the phdost^hj and pracnceofMoral Re-Armament 
which IS the ideoloqj of the future Then all Aua will listen ’ 
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finds in answ cr that unites East and West Before he leaves for 
Afnea he cables his political enemies it home to meet him at 
the iicport Thc^ arc the first people he greets They find he 
has changed and the) want to work svith him Six months 
later one of his close friends sa)s ofhim, “A new atmosphere 
has been brought into our national politics since he became re- 
conciled ivith his pohtical enemies and has shown the truth of 
not who IS right, but what is nghtm Ins leadership ” The five 
newspapers he owns can carry tlus new spint to the whole 
nation Division is beginning to change into umt) for thirty 
million people 

Across the world the docks arc a battlefield because who 
controls the docks controls the lifeline of nations Manage- 
ment js baffled Governments set up mguines Trade Union 
leaders call m vain for disaplme But the trouble goes on Men 
ire dissatisfied and their issatisfacoon is exploited by the 
forces of division Then Moral Re-Armament comes into the 
picture Here is the word of a dock leader, the editor of a 
dockers’ paper, and one of the men responsible at the nme of 
the big London dock stnke oflast summer He has found the 
answer He wntes, “Just a letter to let you know what MRA 
ideolog) and guidance wnth God has meant to me m the past 
ten months Guidance has been the means of settling two dock 
disputes in this time and what a difference guidance means to 
m) self Illy wife and family • I have a great partner ui my life, 
Nelhe my w ife who is a great fighter, and by taking guidance 

with her we have got over many a difficult problem Take for 

instance, the dispute m Toolcy Street where I was guided to 
take a hand in it myself After the employer umon and 
workers could not agree, I went to the employer and stated 
the truthful facts He invited me into Ins office, and I proved 
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to him not who is nght, but what is nghr, and by us talking 
together on the M RA ideology, he called the Union officials 
m, and within an hour ofour meeting the strike was settled 
“You may have read of the recent dock dispute You can 
rest assured that it was chaps like myself who, with the guid- 
ance ofGod, got the men to go back to work Had we not had 
guidance the strike would have still been m progress When 
you have guidance with God you see a different light If only 
the governments of the world took guidance with God as I 
have taken guidance m the past ten months, we would have a 
world at peace m our time “ 

A few weeks ago an old ilriend of mine died He ivas a 
Frenchman of the Frenchmen He had a beautiful home m 
Alsace For the last twenty years he had hved to bring umty 
between his own country and Germany As he lay dying his 
thoughts were clouded by a sense of the division m the world 
and he said in French, “I am afraid of what I see coming “ 
Then he was quiet, and then in a strong voice he spoke in 
German, and these were his last words, “There must come 
reconcihation between the nations There must come unity 
between the nations ” His family wrote me that he died ^vlth 
a smile of Heaven an his hps and that his face was hkea young 
man’s 

Everyone agrees that umty is our one hope It is the true 
destmy of France and of Germany today It is the destiny of 
East and West The alternative is divide and die Moral Re- 
Armament offers the world the last chance for every nation to 
change and survive, to umre and live 
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Om Dr Btichtnut's htrthdty, 4 Jtnti, 1950 ti riciplwii tii his 
lioiicur Hits (jMffi ot thi Halts Sachs Haus in Celsiiikirclicii, 
atiaiJidh) many liiiiidrcd nuners and their families, by leaders of 
indiislry tn the Ruhr and representatn es from all parts of Ger- 
many aitd many oilier eeuntnes At flits rcceplioii Dr Bnchman 
u its iniistedcn behalf of the rretich Cotcmiiiait ii itit tin Ordtr 
of C/ici i/icr of the Leyton of Honour, m ffco^tiiticui of Ins contri- 
bution to btihr luidirstmdmfj btiuuit france and Germany 

Twelve years ago I walked m the woods of the Black 
Forest near Freudenstndt The w orld w as on the edge of chaos 
Just as toda) , c\ cr) one longed for peace and prepared for war 
As I walked m tliose quiet woods one thought kept coming 
to me— “moral and spiritual rc-amiament, moral and spinrual 
re-armament The next great movement in the world will be 
a mo\cmcnt of moral re-armament for all nations 
A few da) s later I was ui London m the East End where the 
Bnash Labour Movement began The workers responded 
Moral Rc-Armamcnt went to the world The newspapers car- 
ried It, the radio Today, mclve )cars later, m many parts of 
the world people arc gathenng to plan for the Moral Rc- 
Armament of their nanons The London workers arc meeting 
in Poplar Towm Hall with the dockers In Birmingham Town 
Hall labour and management from the Bntish heavy mdus- 
tnes and the coal-mines are celebrating the da) , and m Glas- 
gow the Cl)dcside shipwoikeis 

In America m) friends wiU be speaking on a two-wa) tele- 
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phone con\ ersanon, giving us news of thead\ ance m Amenca 
and hcanng the ncus of what )ou ha^e b«ii doing here in 
German) 

Messages has e been coming in the last few das s from Aus- 
tralia and Ness Zealand, from India, South Africa, Amenca, 
from all parts ofEurope, from Japan and the Far East 

Tj'pjcal of man) is the fr>Uo\sTng from the executis e head 
of the Gos eminent Planning Commission ofindxa, Gahaalal 
Nan da 

Grcctmgs from those of us who base pinned our 
frith on MRA to cure the ills of the world Eachscar 
M RA is growing m ss orld significance and m pow er 
MRA wdl not hase done its job nil the ideolog) it 
represents becomes the most signifrcant and the most 
powerfrd fretor m political, economic and soaal 
thought and acaon m cverj part of the world 

What IS the secret behind the mumph of a God-giscn 
thought’ What is it that has enabled an ordinar) man like m) - 
self and hundreds of thousands of men and w omen across the 
world, to do the extraordmars thing’ 

Onls the \er) selfish or the verj blind person is content to 
leas e the w orld as it is todaj Most of us w ould like to change 
the world The trouble is, too mans of us ssant to do it our 
own wz} 

Some people has c the nght tiiagnosis but dies bring the 
ss’rongcurc Thes reckon wnthoui God and without a change 
in human nature, and the result is confusion, bitterness and 
ssar Other people arc quite sure thes hase the anssser m 
theors , hut thes alwasx ss-ant somebody else or some other 
nation to begin- The result is firustration and despair 
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When the nqht dnqiiostv nu! ilie nqlit curt conic together 
llic result IS n inirnclc I-lumiii inturt clniiqcs and luumn 
socict) changes 

Let me illustrate this with a personal word because it hap- 
pened to me one da) fortv-two )cars at,o For the first time I 
saw mvselfwitli all III) pnde ni) selfishness ni) failure and 
im sin 1 was the centre of ni\ own life Ifl was to be dif- 
ferent then that big I had to be crossed out 
I saw the resentments I had against six men standing out liLc 
tombstones in ni) heart 

I asked God to change me and He told me to put things 
right with those SIX men Iobe)edGod and wrote slx letters 
ofapolog) 

That same da) God used me to change another man s life I 
saw that when I obc)cd God miracles happened I learnt the 
truth that when nun listens God speaks when man obe)s 
God acts w hen men change nations change 
Tiiat was the rcvolutionar> path I set my feet on fort) -two 
) ears ago which nulhons arc treading now and on which I 
challenge ) ou to join me toda) 

What arc you living fbr^ What is your nation living for’ 
Selfish men and selfish nations can drag the world to total 
disaster Anew type of man anew type of statesmanship a 
new type ofnational pohc) — tins is our instant need and this 
IS the purpose for which Moral Re-Armament has come to 
birth 

A young Swiss engineer successful m his profession with 
family friends position and wealth died this spring > He 
had discovered this same secret of investing Ins life and his pos 
sessions to create a new world based on change He gave him- 
* Robert Hahnloser one of the fo nden of Ca x 
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All address at tin apaun^ sesston of the World Assembly for 
the ManI Re-Anmmeiit of the Nations at Mackinac Island 
Alieht^an June, 1951 

There is chaos and confusion in the world today There 
are wars and rumours of wars There is a strong militant force 
that IS out to \vm the world You encounter it everywhere — 
m the mines, in the docks, m fer-away Korea m Malaya m 
Indonesia in Australia It is a global conflict And people are 
really worried Fear gnps them They haven’t an answer 
What can a man say and do m thirteen short minutes^ This 
IS myjob, to try and give you the answer 
All people I know, want to livehappily together Wedont 
want to be disturbed But we have to be It is a thmg that 
affects our taxes, and thmgs that affect our taxes touch every- 
body And wlien tbey go bigb enough we try to work out 
something, rightly or wrongly we try to find an answer 
Everywhere people are dissatisfied In Milan I saw signs on 
buildings Long Live Commumsm What is the other sign 
to put up’ Long Live — ^what’ ’ People aren t much united 
yet on the answer 

Party hnes don t hold the way they used to Democrats and 
Repubheans it doesn't seem to make much difference Some 
are good and some — not so good But what is so hard to find 
IS the leadership the type of man to be m Washington the 
umversal type of man that really meets people s deepest needs 
There are so few in whom the people place their full confi- 
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Ev erytlutig can have light Why shouldn’t politics ha\ e light’ 
Then our disputes ^\ould have more hght and less heat 
Tumonthchght More light That is the answer to confu- 
sion There is no reason for not seeing clearly 

We ha\c all the modem means of having more light We 
have electric light which Edison first gave to the world by 
hghting up one house We have radar which penetrates fog 
We have X-ray which enables us to look inside But we arc 
not using all God has given us With all this hght the world 
seems to be marchmg m vast columns to darkness 

Our Euth must be illumined, must Jiavc light So djffercm 
faiths, all faiths, need this supernatural gleam “Lighten with 
celestial fire ” “God is my Light and my Salvation, of whom 
shall I be afraid’” And this hght needs absolute moral stan- 
dards to spotlight where we and our nations need to change 
These are the additions to our Christian practice that need 
furbishing and burmshing These need to be activated Lived 
by every man they are the secret of success 
Here m the State of Michigan the laboratory of Thomas 
Edison has been given a permanent home in Greenfield Vil- 
lage by that other great Amencan, Henry Ford Why are the 
names Ford and Edison such a galvanising force m modem 
life’ They were far-seers Is that the clement we lack in 
modern-day statesmanship’ 

Henry Ford sent me this message. Moral Re-Armament 
gives me hope for the future of our country and the world 
because of the results that are hang achieved ” 

Mrs Edison, too, understood Moral Re-Armament She 
said, “Tbs light, like myhusband’s,must go into every home ” 
And the son, Charles Edison, as Secretary of the Navy, said 
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‘ Now more than ever I am convinced Moral Re-Armament 
shares equally in importance with material re-armament ” 

These men were pioneers of the new mdustnalage That is 
why the) imderstood Moral Re-Armament, this new spint 
ahght m the world 

World circumstances now may compel ns each to stnhe a 
flmt and each one will have to get it for himself And that is 
our hope 

Take the Ford plant at Dagenham m London The Super- 
mtendent m charge of the Assembly Budding saj's, “In the 
unsettled state of affairs afrer World War IT, I tned the tough 
way with the men One da) the shop-stewards asked me if I 
w ould meet them to discuss our problems on the basis of the 
four absolute standards of Moral Re-Armament These meet- 
ings ha\ e had nothing but the best results We are getting pro- 
duction without having to drive men The Budding is run- 
nmg more economically today than ever before Our efiiaenc) 
was 99 4,3 per cent m Apnl — better than an) thing wc ha\c 
had smee the war ” 

This Assembly gives wntness to the faa that an illumination 
IS spreading to the whole world Wc arc practical people If a 
new gadget is to be put into the house, we wtU put it in It 
may be television Wh) not this 6r-seemg vision, this new 
illuminauon in ever) homc^ 

What IS It that makes Members of the Senate and House 
support this w ork’ What is it that makes members of the 
Foreign Affairs and Foreign Relations Committees cable to 
the capitals of the w orld^ There is a w hole new le\ cl of states- 
manship wrapped up m this It is a statesmanship that turns our 
foes into friends When Communism comes in darkness fol- 
lowsjust as ini?bt follows da> But a Cabinet Minister who 


192 



TURN ON THE LIGHT 


had seen this happen in his exjuntty said, “If Communism is 
darkness at noon, Moral Re-Armament is sunshine at mid- 
night ” 

That IS why a founder and anchor man of the Commumst 
Party of Norway, thirty-four years a Commumst, is sittmg in 
our midst today Labour leaders, formerly Commumst, from 
the Ruhr, from the London docks, from France and Italy, 
leaders m management from Europe and Asia, peopleofevery 
creed and no creed, of every race and background find here 
the essence of truth, something they all accept and say, “This 
IS better than anything I have known before It works ” The 
industnihst says, “Tlus is the thing the worker wants,” and 
It IS something, too, he finds he wants for himself, and enjoys 
Men who have been constantly wrestling with problems 
see where they themselves have been wrong The problems 
andstnfemelcaway There is nothing left for them to do One 
CIO leader said, “Now I can go to bed and have a good 
night’s sleep The problem is solved ” 

Men arc here today who through change have become 
exponents of the new order They have seen this revolution 
on the march A year ago [ was invited by the German Chan- 
cellor, Dr Konrad Adenauer, to lead a mectmg m the Ruhr to 
offset the Berlin Commumst demonstration One of the Ger- 
man newspapers came out next mommg with the headline, 
“Berlin a wash-out Moral Re-Armament the basic answer ” 
Robert Schuman acknowledges this force m Franco-Ger- 
man relations The Soaahst, for six years Mayor of Milan 
says, “Moral Re-Armament is the only arm by which no one 
IS conquered and all are conquerors ” 

General Ho Ymg-chm, who was Commander-m-Chief of 
the Chinese Armies, spoke recently m the Upper House of the 
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Japanese Parliament He said, “Moral Re-Armament is the 
only basis for lastmg peace for China andjapan Itispnont) ’ 

This world- wde advance is in process of mighty develop- 
ment A book, The World Rebmh,^ hich appears m t\\ ent\ 
coimtnes and ten languages, is eagerly read by all and is 
understandable by all 

Only last January I said in my statement to the press, ‘ The 
airhnes ^vllI lead the way ” The fact that five delegations from 
the airhnes with speaal planes are attending this Assembly 
shows how wonderful!) this guidance is being fulfilled A few 
days ago Captain Eddie Rickenbacker, speaking to 2,500 of 
his employees m Eastern Airlines, said, “Unless we grow 
morally, mental and financial growth w on’t last If you and 1 
can take the one fundamental pnnaplc of Moral Re-Arma- 
ment, honesty, and hve up to that, the other three will follow 
Our ambition is to build leadenhip of the quahty Moral Re- 
Armament is teaching If every one ofus could ovemightput 
this spint into action it would guarantee America w ould be 
sure to survive ” These were Captain Rickenbacker’s words 
My deep personal wish is to have every American free 
under the direction of God to fight for Amcnca, so to fight 
thatAmenca really be free, free from tbetyranny ofsin under 
God's direction, the unseen but ever-present Power I wish 
this no less deeply for everyone m every nation Idon’cwant 
our sons especially our fighting sons to go about without an 
answer Itsimply enslaves them It is not good enough Itwill 
dnve them to the same philosophy that rules our opponents 
We shall never create an inspired democracy that way Men 

1 The ll orlJ Reh I It b\ PrterHoward,pub!Bh«JbvD!indfordPrest London 
I95r andDuoH Slcun & Pearce New York ipjz 
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nmst Icnni to In\ c i fiult thit nn ill create tlic rittlit revolution 
If we cm spread this revolution fast enough we can save 
Amcnci and the world Unless we ln\c this revolution there 
wiW be a revolution of chaos 

It needs tins stronger dose Sm leaves ns with such a dull 
hcavv thud The blood of Jesus Chnst His Son clcanseth us 
from all sin That is the discovers ever) one is looking for 
That IS the answer 

Then \ou will have a wonderful example that the whole 
world wnll want to follow You will have an America to 
which the wise and honest can repair And that is what the 
world expects today of Amcnca You will have a battle-cry of 
freedom and that is what America wants You will have a 
dcmocrac) that is really inspired 

Then our young men and our old men will fight as Lmcoln 
fought of old Our young men will know what to fight for 
and our wars will be won And we shall be at peace with all 
men and rhe w hole w orld 


h'ote This assembly was attended by i 683 delegates from thirt) two 
covintnev mcludmg succy fovu from seven Fat Eastent nauons -xnd 
359 representauves from the leading airluics of the United States 
Dr Adenauer the German Federal Chancellor in a message conveyed 
by his personal representative said Nations cannot enjoy stable 
relationships until they have been 1 iwardly prepared for them In this 

Moral Re Armament has rendered great and lasung services In recent 

months we have seen the concluaon of important international 
agreements Moral Re-Armament has played an unseen but effective 
part in bridging differences of opinion between the negotiating patties 
and has kept before them tl c aim of peaceful agreement m t!ie search 
for the common good 
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Dr Biiciwiau opened a World Assetubly at Afackitiac Island in 
June, 1952 Tin invitation was issued by the Chairman and 
members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and of the 
Hoiisl Foreign Affairs Comnuttec ' At a reception in the United 
States Senate for the overseas delegates to the Assembly, 12 June 
1952 Mr Richard Nixon of California said “There is no 
question that in the final analysts the great struggle in which ti e 
are engaged in the n orld between the forces of freedom on the 
one side and Communisni dictatorship and totalitarianism on the 
other side it ill be decided m the nimds and hearts and souls of 
men The Moral Re Armament movement is one of the greatest 
factors u hch is mutiing that struggle 

What we need is something eleccnc — 3 shock that brings 
men and nanons to their senses before it is too late Something 
powerful enough to weld unity outof the hardest elements 
I remember the first clccmc light It revolutionised our 
livmg It altered men s thinking about the future Is there to- 
day a discovery that can go into every home in every nation 
and unexpectedly bnng an answer to our darkest problems^ 
Our job may be to cure the maebtrom of disorder and have 

‘ In their mviaaon they said Wc need *uch a demonstranon of united 
strength in the field of inspired moral leadership without which our common 
military pohttca] and economic efforts to save the fiee world will certainly be 
less effective Wcare impressed with the practical CMdence ofwhat such active 
moral leadership has accompluiied to escahhsh democncy as a workmen force 
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the ans\\er to a panic throughout the lands Is that your con- 
ception of your part in world statesmanship^ That is the pur- 
pose of Moral Re-Armament Here is tlic answer that enables 
all of us to work together for something really big 

A man from Washmgtoii came to see us At the end of the 
evening he said, “I and my experts discuss everything except 
the poult Moral Re-Armament deals ivith the point ” Next 
morning he got up early and telephoned to lus superior in 
Washington He apologised to him for a resentment against 
him which he described as the deepest resentment of his life 
He said on the telephone, “What is the use ofus talkmg to the 
world about umty when we have division right here m our 
own offices m Washington’ I was resentful because I was self- 
nghtcous I have not been fully honest with you I am sorry ” 
A European who heard this said, “Here is Amencan states- 
manship that ivill ivm everybody It’s the secret we are 
looking for " 

Everyone everywhere can make contact with the source of 
power and illumination that changed the thinking of the man 
from Washuigton and told him what to do 

The short-arcuit is human selfishness It breaks contact It 
IS the source of darkness and loss of direction When selfish- 
ness is crossed out, every homeandevery Cabinet can be power 
stations radiating an answer that works 

m Amger areas that affect the future of your country and ours We recognise 
the opportunity this Assembly offers to proclaim to the world an inspired 
experience of democracy based on moral standards and the guidance of God 
\%hich 15 the greatest bulwark of freedom 

Senator Alexander Smith of New Jersey (Coiigressi iial Record 12 June 
1952) introduced on the floor of the Senate the Memben of Parliament 
attending the Assembly The Vice President %vho recalled his earlier visit to 
Caux welcomed the guests on behalf of the Senate 
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Wc need to bring die reality of this answer quicJvJy to die 
eyes and cars of the world. 

We iiavc just seen a film — made in Finland — forged from 
tlic cxpcnence of men eight hundred yards from the Iron 
Curtam. Its effect is electric. It is called The Answer. It is 
industry's answer. It is democracy giving a sure answer svidi 
a united voice. An American, whose business it is to shosv 
films, said, “This is the finest 0 m I have ever seen.” 

Is that what wc need? Something in our movie theatres 
which gives the answer to a steel strike? This 0 m does. It 
shows the answer to the self-will in management and labour 
who are both so right, and so wrong. 

The play which inspired this film has been seen by over a 
million people in sixteen countries around the world. In recent 
weeks it has been showing in the industna! North of Italy and 
drawing thousands. In real life one of the two men who 
played the part of management and labour is the penonnel 
head of 55,000 workers The other is one of his workers and 
a former Communist. The change m these tvs’O men has electri- 
fied Milan. The nation began to realise that when manage- 
ment is ready to change and make sacrifices for an idea that 
can unite the world, labour responds. 

It works m America too. The Personnel Superintendent of 
one of the great airlines states that three years ago there were 
four hundred and nmety-one gnevances outstanding between 
labour and management in his company. Then Moral Re- 
Armament went to work. Men changed. Men got honest. 
Last year there were only sevaiteen grievances in that com- 
pany. So far this year there have been three. 

As the head of the Textile Workers of France, a former 
Communist who was elccfrificd into a positive force by Moral 
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Rc-Armamcnt, said, “Honesty in the factory and the govern- 
ment equals prosperity in the nation.” 

Take one city. It has a stormy industrial record. Subversive 
elements have skilfully worked for division and control. Men 
from tlic airlines who apply Moral Re-Armament were in- 
vited to bring their evidence. The next day the labour leader 
in the dispute said, “What has happened to management, 
they arc different? We can negotiate with men like that.” 
Management said, “We hardly recogmsed the labour leader 
today. He is different. He is a pleasure to do business \vith. 
We arc ready to agree with him on what’s right in this issue.” 
Two days later a leading finanaal paper earned the headline, 
“Strike Threat Resolved after Visit of MRA Employer- 
Labour Team.” 

We need something electric. Something that sparks men’s 
hearts and minds to a new way of doing business. A positive 
force which can magnetise a whole commimity. When that 
happens it makes news for the millions. 

I have in my hand an article by Rear-Admiral Richard E. 
Byrd. It amved yesterday. It is on the news stands today. It 
will be read m millions of homes across Amenca and Canada. 
Its title is “Preview of a New World,” the story of Moral Re- 
Armament. Say the editors of the journal which publishes the 
article, “It’s a great piece ofwTiting, It’s autliontativc. It reads 
like the wmd.” 

Admiral Byrd says, “M RA is above party, class or point of 
view. It IS not an organisation youjom, but an ideology you 
live. Not a new religion, but a new dynamic force. It starts 
when you start with yourself to hve out the four absolute 
moral standards of honesty, purity, unselfishness and love ” 

Another Admiral was invited by the Governor of an island 
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to dine at Government House and afterwards to give news of 
MRA at a public meeting Introducing him to the audience, 
which included go\ emment oftiaab, ma) ors, newspaper edi- 
tors and trade umomsts, the leading figures of the island, the 
Governor said, “I have been a scoffer, but I w ent to an M RA 
assembly and I hai.e changed m) mind MRA is something 
of tremendous importance for us all It is a terrific power for 
good throughout the world ” 

It IS amazmg how speeddj even scoffers get the point It is 
spht second transmission It leaps from man to man It brings 
umty to classes, races, nations 
Take South Africa At a pan-African assembi) for Moral 
Re-Armament, all the different commumttes and races were 
represented A member of one of the oldest Boer famihes m 
South Africa stood up and said “As I grew up I accepted 
supenont) to the African as m) nght When I met MRA I 
knew It was the answer for me and for South Africa I saw 
w here I needed to change I lost m> supenonty and I w ant to 
apologise to the African people for ra) previous attitude ” A 
young African hamster said in reply, “It is not easy for a 
South African or an Englishman to say ‘sorry’ to us But we 
Africans have to say ‘sorry’ too We arc prepared to work 
^vlth anyone who accepts this spint ’’ 

African leaders summed up the assembly m these words 
“We have seen history being made here as Africans Asians 
and Europeans find the secret of unity through change, abso- 
lute moral standards and the guidance of God We beliei e 
this to be the only true road for the new Africa, and w e pledge 
ourselves to fight along with you to bring Moral Re-Arma- 
ment to the w hole continent and the w orld ’’ 

As I speak to y ou I ha\ e beside me reprcsentatis es from the 
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Far East The Pnme Minister of Siam says M RA is the best 
thing for Siam Siam must give its best for M RA There has 
just arrived at our world headquarters m Switzerland five 
tons of the best Siamese ncc The shipping Imes and railways 
dehvered it free to the door It is a gift from the Pnme 
Minister He knows the work of Moral Re-Armament m the 
East He has read full page articles of its world effect in his 
leadmg newspaper He knows what the Burmese and Japanese 
are domg They and members of the Cabinets of India 
Pakistan and Ceylon have invited Moral Re-Armament to 
brmg this answer to their countries That news is electric An 
answer that umtes East and West 

A delegation of leadmg aozens from Siam is wth us here 
in Mackinac to equip themselves to take M R A to their nation 

And men with tlus answer arc answeruig the needs of the 
nations Think of the struggle for South America Recently 
forty SIX trades union men from Brazil went for three months 
framing to Moscow That is the problem What is the 
answer’ 

A French Count who served in bs country s resistance 
force during the war the son of a French Marxist seaman 
whose mother was Secretary General of three million Soaahst 
women a former football star from America and a young 
Swiss bom m Egypt have been workmg together with 
tremendous effect in Brazil These four men were responsible 
for a mass meeting of Santos dockers There were twenty 
speakers Thepresidentofthedockers wasmthechair Among 
the speakers were top management and fomier Commumsts 
who m the force of MRA had found a revolutionary philo- 
sophy a new passion and plan which is the answer to the 
bitterness of the Left and the hardness of the Right Men of 
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all classes arc here fronj i3razil lo learn fogerher how to give 
tilts force to all of South America. 

We arc in the midst of the brcakdoMTi ofour civilisation — 
war in tlic lionie, war in industr)', war between the nations. 
What js tlie future? Further disinregration, chaos, anarchy and 
dictatorship? Or the birth of a new society brought about by 
a revolutionary change in human tiature? The Holy Spirit is 
the most pow erful Force m the w orJd roday. Man can split 
the atom. The Holy Spirit is uniting hiimamt)' through men 
M ho listen to Him and obey. It needs to be a daily experience. 
It is practical. It works. 

The basic struggle is for the wills of men. That is the ideo- 
logical struggle. It goes on in your licart and mine ever)’ day. 
Annies and pacts and economic assistance arc necesury. But 
the deciding factor is whether as men and nations w*c arc 
guided by the voice of inatcriahsm or the Voice of God. 
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AN IDEA 

TO WIN THE WORLD 


Hearts and minds of Asnns and Africans have been 
gripped by Moral Re«Annameni This is the one 
ideology m which Eastern and Wescem coun tncs can 
unite M R A challenged me to apply to my own life 
the standards which my grandfather applied to his 
I have deaded to give all I have with this force \% hich 
is turning the tide ofhmoiy 


RAJMOHAN CANDItl 
Gr<wKfroH of llie Mahatiua, 
June 1957 



BREAD. PEACE, HOPE 


III October, 1952, Dr Biichman left for Asia with a taskforce 
of zoo, wvitcd by the Prime Ministers and other leaders of a 
number of Asian countries {seepage‘309) DrBuchinanItasknown 
the peoples of Asia and their leaders since 1915, when he was 
welcomed to Indiaby Mahatma Gandhi The MRA force arrived 
111 India in November, 1952, after a visit to Ceylon which, m the 
words of the Prime Minister, “left an abiding impression in the 
hearts of the people ” In New Delhi DrBuchinan was invited to 
address both Houses of the Indian Parliament An AU-Astan 
Assembly opened m New Delhi m January, 1953 DrBuehmans 
New Year message to the people of India follows 

Men are hungry for bread, for peace, and for the hope of 
a ne^v world order 

Before a God-led tmity every last problem will be solved 
Hands ^Vlll be filled with work, stomachs wth food, and 
empty hearts with an ideology that really satisfies That is 
what Moral Re-Armament is out for It gives faith to the 
faithless, but also helps men of faith to live so compelhngly 
that cities and nations change 
A nation where everyone cares enough and everyone shares 
enough, so that everyone has enough, v.all pattern a new 
soaal and economic order for this and all future generations 
A nation at peace within itself \vill bring peace to the world 
A nation which makes IVhat is Right regnant in personal, 
industrial, pohncal and national hfe ^vlll pioneer tlie next 
histone step of progress and destiny for all mankind 



THE NEW STATESMANSHIP 
TO END CONFUSION 


Afialiisvistls to Ceylon anti Iiiilia, Dr Btiehman visited Kashmir, 
Polishvi, /mm, as theptest cfHh Itnperial Majesty the Shah, 
and Tuiley. Om Tchmmyj to London, he gave the fcUoivin^ 
address on his seventy-jt/th hirthday, 4 June, 1953.* 

People don't seem to see eye to eye. It is so difflcijlt for 
them to have a common mind. They have their owm ideas 
and arc prone to push tliem on others. And to begin to think 
of a new statesmanship that will end confusion wdl demand a 
hiscorj’-making decision. 

We lack a miglity positive programme wJiich can ■l^^n all 
men and all narions. We produce a myriad conferences and 
schemes tliat add nothing to the solution of our problems. 
Leaders arc prone to do it in their own selfish way. They say 
It is for the good of the countr)', but it is mostly for the good 
of themselves, and that is the reason they miss the bus. 

But there is a new statesmanship abroad m the world. Con- 
ferences which give this great positive have the cure. 

Last month an inter-racial Assembly for Moral Re-Arma- 

' Senator WiJev, Chaimua of the Eomc*» Rclaaoot ComnuKre of the US 
Senate, said in a message to Dr Dudunan, “On 5 our histone mission vnthj our 
great task force through Eg^'pt, OjIod, Indu. Pakistan, Iran andTurkc). )ou 
have been not only an ambassador of goodwiH, hut you have been the light of 
Asia, an ambassador of the highest order We have followed with keen 
interest the great response of the people of Asia to the message of Moral Rc- 
Armament I am grateful for the unold work of you and j our task force “ 
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merit took place m the heart of stnfe tom Afnca Sir Gilbert 
Renme, Governor of Northern Rhodesia m his opening 
address said The aim of this Assembly is to find a common 
goal towards which all can work together without suspiaon 
without fear and without bitterness Moral Re-Armament is 
based on change Change in ourselves is the first step towards 
better relations 1 hope and pray this Assembly will help us to 
achieve that change * 

A South African a member ofone ofthe oldest pioneering 
famihes responded to the Governor I wish every statesman 
in every land might have heard your words, for you represent 
a new kind of statesmanship 

The Assistant Secretary for Native Affairs evaluated the 
results He said I came sceptical I go away convinced We 
know these Africans well and they are obviously changed 
They must be asking now ‘Show us changed Europeans 

In January a similar Assembly attended by thity four 
nations was held in the capital aty oflndia An Indian Cabinet 
Minister summed up the results It has opened a new chapter 
m the long history of Delhi 

Last October in Colombo an experienced Umted Nations 
diplomat attended a Moral Re Armament Assembly of Asian 
and Pacific nations He said I have seen more true umty and 
peace produced here in two weeks than in all my years at 
Lake Success 

What if this were the spirit of the next Three-Power or 
Four Power conference^ 

I am just back from seven months in the East A force of 
200 from uvent>-five countries travelled with me We took 
this message to Ceylon India Kashmir and Pakistan We 
^\ctc honoured guests m Egypt Imn and Turhey One thing 
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IS certain Tlicsc countries arc united in tlicir response to Moral 
Re-Arrnatiient As one oftlicir stitcstncn put it, “Mora! Rc- 
Arinamcnt is the great future It is destined to sa\ e tlic human 
race ” 

It was jinnali, die founder of Pakistan, who iimtcd me to 
his countr) On the one free night he had m London, he w cut 
to see our pla) The For gotten Fitetor He came tired and worn 
after a bus) da) , fcchng he had not reached his objectives He 
sat m silence until n line m the pla) described the hard-headed 
mdmtrialjst wJio would nor change Jus mind, in dicsc words, 
“Will not budge “ Jmnah laughed, and from then on he was 
living m a new climate He came to m> home afterwards for 
dinner and said, “I w ant you m Pakistan You have theansvver 
to the hates of the w odd Honest apolog) —that is the golden 
kc) ’’ Those were Mr Jmnah’s words 

But w ho will put that kc) into the Jock of history and open 
the gates of die fiiturc for all men cvcrj'w here to enjoy peace 
on this earth’ 

Kashmir, land of charm and hcaurj , know s those anaenf 
trutlis of simple honest), and if she applies them nationall) 
she will give tlic aiisw cr to the world Slieikh Abdullah, the 
Pnmc Minister, said to me, “It wiH take pancncc, but you 
have the answ cr to India and Pakistan ” 

Throughout these countnes the press has indeed been the 
herald ofa new world order Danii, the newspaper founded 
by Mr Jmnah, gave the headline, “A NcvvBasisfbrCo-openi- 
non — MRA the answer to world problems “ It reported the 
new umty that Pakistanis and Indians are finding through 
Moral Re-Armament 

One of the largest newspaper chams m India, The Express, 
along with The Hindustan TVmics, edited by Mahatma Gandhi's 
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son, Devadas Gandhi, carried this message of mine to the 
nation: “Men are hungry for bread, for peace, and for the 
hope of a new world order. Before a God-led umty every 
last problem will be solved. Hands wiU be filled with work, 
stomachs with food, and empty hearts with an ideology that 
really satisfies. That is what Moral Re-Armament is out for.” 

The editor of the great Indian newspaper The Hindu was so 
impressed by the evidence that he issued a ten-page supple- 
ment on Moral Re-Armament and distnbuted it to the nation 
In Amenca Admiral Byrd and a national committee mcluding 
the Speaker of the House, the Chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relanons Committee, the Chairman of the Senate Labour 
Committee, the Vice-President of the Hearst Newspapers and 
the Executive Vice-President of the CIO, sent it out to the 
3,000 editors and pubhshers of America 

This Executive Vice-President of the CIO, who represents 
five and a half milhon men, is giving this new statesmanship 
to American labour. He says, “I have taken my deasion to 
hvc by the four absolute moral standards of absolute honesty, 
absolute purity, absolute unselfishness and absolute love, and 
under God’s guidance for the rest of my life ” He found umty 
m his home He now negotiates on the basis of what is nght, 
not who IS right. Here is his new thmkmg for Amencan 

labour “i Tosetthepaceforumtymthenationbyachievmg 

unity withm its own house. 2 To create with mdustry a 
pattern of teamwork that will sell democracy to the milhons. 

3 With the umted strength of labour and mdustry, to back 
the government m a foreign pohey that will wm all naoons.” 

What do the nations need’ My mmd goes to Japan Tliey 
say, “We have a new constitution. It is hke an empty basket 
What wiU we put m it? We need an ideology that wili 
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nuke democracy \\ork ** Three hundred leaders of the new 
Japan luve come to Moral Re-Armament for training m this 
ideology They have begun to set it to work nationally^ 

In my lifetime I ha\ e seen two history -making dtscov erics 
The discov cry of the atom as a source of untold energy and its 
mobihsition That has given us the atoirnc age The otlier 
discovery is of nmn as the source of untold energy and Ins 
mobilisation That has given us the ideological igc It is the 
key to events around us 

While statesmen plan for amiics and conferences and alli- 
ances, the disruptive forces wnn a dock worker, a civil servant, 
a sacntist, a soldier, a schoolteacher They mobilise the 
grievances, the bitterness, the righteous longings for a better 
vv orld in the hearts of these men They' set diem on the march 
with a total commitment to capture the world with their idea 
So while Cabinets call for more produenon, there arc “slow- 
downs” in industry While statesmen call for another con- 
ference, vital secrets arc betrayed While everyone calls for 
unity between nations, disunity grows within nations 
What is the answer’ The statesmanship which can Set the 
ordinary man on the march with a vision comradeship and 
plan to remake the vv odd 

In 1938 there came to me while vvalkmg m the woods in 
Freudemtadt the simple thought, ‘ There will be a mighty 
movement of God's Living Spuit throughout the world Jr 
will be knowTi as Moral and Spintual Re-Armament ’ That 
seed thought has taken root among the leadership ofthe w orld 
Sometimes we arc tempted to wonder if there is another 
w ay Every one m every nation seems to have Ins own solu- 
tion based on personaland national advantage Buttbesecretis, 
‘Not my way, but God's way Not my will, but God’s wall 


210 



THE NEW STATESMANSHIP TO END CONFUSION 


This IS the cure for confusion — making God the deasive 
authonty — not saying “Yes” with our hps only, but also with 
the disapline of our lives It makes you natural, it makes ) ou 
real You need never try to appear sviser or better than you 
really are This is the sort ofpenon people ivill flock to and 
follow 

Confusion comes from compromise Clanty comes from 
change The moral chaise that illumines the darkest motives 
and mobihses the latent powers If only we could see our 
nations as others see us, then we would svant to change 

Absolute moral standards are the weU-spnng of inspired 
statesmanship We talk of peace and unity, but forget that no 
man who harbours iU'%v]ll can solve the hates of nations We 
cnticue stubbornness m others, but ignore the selfrvill which 
our children are so famihar with m ourselves We talk of 
divine guidance, but forget that it is the pure m heart who 
see God It is not those who talk, but those who hsten 
who receive guidance The key to new statesmanship is new 
statesmen 

This is my seventy-fifth birthday I have long experience 
m many lands It all comes back to basic moral truth, to 
absolute honesty absolute purity, absolute unselfishness and 
absolute love, to the guidance of God and the total comrmt- 
ment to His Will Without that cxpenence we have nothing 
With It, we have ever) thing A new world spelt out m new 
men That is our onl) hope The evidence is conclusive 
‘MRA IS the ABC of the answer " Yes the Afncan chief 
was right when he said, MRA is the ABC of the answer ” 
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In Dccanher, 1953, a taskforce, luY/ strong from fifteen coun- 
tries, left for Africa on the m itaiion of ka^trs of South Africa, 
the Rhoitesias, Nigeria and East Africa In nine months they 
trai ellcd 20,000 miles through Central, South and IVest Africa 
An Inler-racial Assembly m Joltanncshiirg, teas attended by 563 
peoph of all races and all parts of Africa Leaders of the African 
countries nou> advancing to independence tt ckomed MRA as the 
basis for their national life and the unity of the continent 
Dr Biiehman's personal links with Africa go back 01 er fifty 
)eaTS In 1929 he led a task force to South Afiiea In 1941 the 
Deputy Premier, the Hon J H Hofmeyr, stated that tins visit 
''was of national significance and started a major and eontinuous 
mfiueuce for racial reconciliation throughout the whole country ’’ 

This broadcast was wntten m Morocco,* a land ofwamors 
through the ages, a land which, like all the A&ican continent 
today, faces the problems of a new age and poses statesman- 
ship with Its greatest test Is there an answer to division^ 

Six months ago a speaal plane took a force of sixty from 
Europe to Central Africa Among them a Bnash Admiral, a 
former Governor ofKhartoum, a Colonel of the Black Watch, 
a former Communist from Germany, a Scottish Marquis and a 

1 Two yean later, m June 19S6 HisAlajatj die King of Morocco saiJiaa 
message to DrBuditnaii I thank yon &r all that you have done for Morocco 
the Moroccans and myself m the course of dicse testing years My desire is that 
your message ofMoral Ro-Armameot touaded upon the essential moral values 
and the Will of God, reaches the masses of this country We have complete 
confidence in the work you are doing 
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French Marxist united in this answering force of Moral Re- 
Armament They join with people Rom many parts of Africa 
to carry this programme to a whole contment They move 
wth a passion and a plan through the country 

A histone event takes place m Capetown This is how the 
Cape Times arrestmgly headlmed it, “White, Black on MRA 
Platform ” Thenewspaperdesenbesan Assembly where more 
than 2,000 people pressed into the City Hall and crowded 
the doorways and aisles It says 

“Dr Wilham Nkomo, founder and first president of the 
Afncan Nanonal Congress Youth I-eague, said he formerly 
‘believed that the hope for the Afiican Jay only in a blood 
revolution ’ He then described his visit to an M RA conference 
m Lusaka last year at which, he said, ‘I saw white men and 
black men change, and I myself changed ’ His words drew 
the biggest ovation of the evening ’ Die Burger the Govern- 
ment newspaper, headlined it “Moral Re-Armament freed 
him from hatred of Afrikaner ” 

George Daneel former Springbok rugby football player, 
speaking after him m Afrikaans said “It is impossible not to 
feel anxious about the way that the differences between the 
races arc bemg exploited by certain negative forces out to 
undermine the avihsadon of Afnca That is why my wife 
and I have deaded to fight together with this force to find 
God s plan for this land and for all races ” 

These two men created a sensation They pledged them- 
selves to fight for the remaking of South Afnca on a new 
dimension under the direction of God 
The Ma^ or of Capetown said ‘ You are takmg the aty by 
storm ” A Cable and Wireless operator said he was glad he 
wasn t on duty aftw the meeting that mgVit ‘ Two clerks had 
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to work overtime/' he said, “and it seemed as if every news- 
paper man m town was filing a story ” 

Natal cxpcncnccd the same impact Tw o thousand thronged 
the City Hall wath all races unsegregated for the first time 
Tlic tJienic a\as, “Durban the beacon light for tlic unity of 
Africa “ Here Dr Nkomo said, **I saw something greater 
than nationalism at w ork I saw an ideology whicli is superior 
because It IS an ideology for everyone, everyavhere I believe 
this IS the one road whicIi wall be the best road for my people 
and for South Afnea ” 

John Ngcobo, Zulu bantone on the BBC, just back from 
England, sang The vast crowd insisted on an encore The 
next day tw o of the MBA force visited lus mother sixty miles 
away in the hut where she lues 

The large Indian community of Durban invited this force 
to the Community Centre at Phoenix founded by Mahatma 
Gandhi, and to the Gandhi Memonal Hall Among them w as 
Lady Hardmgc of Penshurst The Secretary of the Indian 
cultural society, in an official vote of thanks, said, "We ha\e 
merely attached the name of Mahatma Gandhi to our hall 
But you have inscnbcd his ideals m your hearts and li\ es ” 

All parts of Afnea respond to this message Nigena, fittmg 
Itself for the task of selfgovcmment, turns to Moral Re- 
Armament An mvitation signed by three central and five 
regional Cabinet Mimsters and other Nigerian leaders says 
"We are domg this wth the reahsation that a self-governing 
Nigena must be built on a firm moral foundaOon, and mth 
the convicnon that MRA by its performances m Europe, 
Asia and other contments can give to our people and country 
the moral revolunon which is Ae only basis of survival m a 
world of conflict and chaos ” 
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“Nigeria needs nothing but the best,” the invitation con- 
tinues, “and that is why we beheve in a world-wide force 
such as M RA which is above party, class, race, creed or colour 
and has its roots in the guidance of God and the love of our 
fellow men ” 

Afnca, toOjhas its share m the Moslem world which stretches 
from Morocco to Indonesia The Rector of El Azhar Um- 
versity m Cairo says, “MRA is working to spread the prin- 
aples of peace, love and sound morals without mdividual and 
national differences We ourselves will co-operate to establish 
this sound, God-mspired ideology ” 

Bangkok was the scene of a New Year’s Assembly for 
Moral Re-Armament which drew delegates from all parts 
of South-East Asia, Austraha and Japan The Speaker of the 
Malayan Legislative Council said, “This ideology with its 
umfymg influence will be needed to help bring about the 
birth of a umted Malayan nauon and a God-inspired demo- 
cracy Our delegation to Bangkok,” he said, “is a muln-racial 
one — Malay, Chinese, Indian and Bnton Personally I hive 
made up my mind to bring this supcnor ideology of M RA 
into the Government councils of my country ” Those were 
the words of the Speaker of the Malayan parliament 
Here is something for all men everywhere, but most of all 
for the men in government and mdustrj who need to make 
It the pohey of their nation 

The head of an Asian trade union asked a prominent Ameri- 
can labour leader about Moral Re-Armament He rephed, 
“The question is not how MRA fits into the labour mo\e- 
ment MRA fits you for the labour movement, and MRA’s 
four absolute moral standards are labour’s true basis M RA 
fits )ou as a labour leader to do your job ” The Asian leader 
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replied, “Can you not come on the next delegation to our 
country? This is what our labour movement needs.” 

The Regional Secretary of the Tea Plantation Workers of 
Soudi India, who was trained in Caux and who has applied 
MRA with considerable success to the tea industry, says, 
“MRA is a constructive force, whose in^uence benefits die 
workers and industrialists. It changes people as well as the 
social system. This idea transcends geographical diraions, 
racial distinctions, party differences and class conflict.” 

Continents arc hnked b)' this ans\%'er. For the opening per- 
formance in Rhodesia of Peter Howard's ideological play. 
The Boss, cameacable to SirGod^cyHaggins, Prime Minister 
of the Central African Federation. It was sen t by the Mayor of 
the steel to^m of Firminy in France tvbo had been for four 
years lus nation's Minister of Reconstruction. The cable read, 
“Great success of 77/e Boss in Firminy. Shakes trorkers and 
industrialists and makes them think. Opens the eyes of the 
blind and the hearts of the sceptical. Moral Re-Armament 
gives to all men the means of uniting and rebuilding the world 
in peace.” The leaders m Firminy speak ss-ith conwetion be- 
cause freed with unemplojincnt and some of the worst housing 
conditions in France, the latest word from the Managing 
Director of the steelworks is that there will be no unemploy- 
ment, and the Mayor says that die spine created hy the play 
has immeasurably helped m his fight for better housmg condi- 
tions for the dty. 

The French Socialist paper. La Tnbutie de Samt-Etimne, 
commenang on the play ■n’rites, “To pose the immense prob- 
lem of the happiness of man, and then to answer it in an 
indisputable frshion in barely over an hour, is something to 
which the completely consdnoed spectators will be able to 
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testify and which they will never be able to get out of their 
minds 

Small wonder that these French employers and labour 
leaders are together carrymg dus message to other countries 
— to Germany Holland Italy and North Africa Among 
them is the Secretary-General of the French Textile Workers 
(Force Ouvnere) He js one of those responsible for the new 
agreement m his industry which former Pnme Mimster 
Antome Pmay m a senes of articles on France s problems in 
Figaro described as one of the first sohd achievements m the 
change of attitude which he feels essential to the economic 
survival of his country 

What IS the secret of uniting men’ The Vice-President of 
a national labour orgamsaaon of five million members m 
Amcnca was called m to setde the problems of a union that 
was divided by political and personal ambitions He told the 
workers that the only way to unite the world is by change — 
personal soaal national and supemational Afterwards an 
international offiaal of the umon said to him John can I 
dnve you the 4SO niAcs to the airport^ 1 ivanf to talk 1 was 
shaken by what you said I would like to know what the 
answer is How can I unite my home’ How do I get the 
answer to drink’ How can I unite the umon’ John told him 
about Ins own change and how he had started and how to 
fmd the gmdance of God His deasion was to go back to put 
tilings right with his local umon leaders to be honest about 
his underground pohncal activities and to put thmgs nght 
with his wife and family That man is now a force for umty 

Asked how he found the power to unite men and meet 
their needs John ^vlll reply I always wanted my wife Rose 
to change and to be a perfect wife to be where I wanted her 


217 



REMAKING THE WORLD 

to be and do what I wanted her to do, always. I never thought 
I should change a little too. That did not occur to me, but 
when I took a good look at myself in the mirror I found out 
where the nation’s sins were. You start with yourself, John. 
The kind of teamwork you create with Rose and the children 
from the quiet time in the home in the morning and reading 
the Bible, is the kind of teamwork you can create tvith 
management and labour and take into your office, conference 
rooms and negotiating tables.” 

His wife Rose says, “When I met Moral Re-Armament I 
saw I was responsible for the failure of our marriage. I had 
been a fashion model tvho took an hour to make up my face. 

I had spent my evenings at drinking patties, I felt I had 
hindered the settling of a national strike because I had given 
my husband notbing but censure and blame. I learned the 
secret of listening to God for His guidance. The first thought 
that came was to apologise to my husband for the failure of 
our marriage. The divorce was called offi Now, together, we 
arc out to pioneer the idea of selfless living and giving.” 

What is the anssver for a divided world in which men have 
developed poinB of view they cannot overcome and forces 
of destruction they cannot control? The answer lies in labour 
leaders, industrial leaders, die ordinary man and the statesman 
finding John’s experience. Such men bring confidence to the 
conference table. Conferences on the current pattern svill 
never solve the problems and needs of people and nations. 
That can only come firom heart speaking to heart. That ends 
confusion. That brings the cure. The 6te of our nations 
depends on how speedily we seize diis answer and apply it. 


218 



THE ELECTRONICS 
OF THE SPIRIT 


^"Jmc 1955 the Moral Rc AntiantdU IVorld Afisswn cf 250 
f^otn til countnes trat died across Asia she Alidlle 

arid Africa hi the course of ilietr 35 ooo-mih joiiniey (hi.) 
ere the guests of the got cnmenis of dot at con ti tries The) taoi 
’ itJi them the musical play The Vanishuig Island The final 
l?fcparations uere uutdt. at the MacLiuac Assembly uhen 
B»c/uHrt»j gave tf e follou tug « orld broadcast May 1955 


fOOMD something new in Los Angeles 
I found It at a dinner 

■^d I found It in a man His name is Lee dc Forrest He is 
*Pwneer of the new saence of electronics wluch is leadmg us 
an age beyond the atom age He says tlie time will soon 
when the world svill work a four-day cek and a six- 
«our day 

^y old friend Thomas Edison came to nimd as I listened 
this pioneer Edison gave die isorld illumination electric 
^Sht I sj-^y It liappen It opened up something nei\ for the 
''hole world Mrs Edison also flew out svith me to California 
^ofulfdEerconvicnon whenshesaid Moral Rc-Armanicnt 
niy husband s light most go into e\cr\ home 
Now electronics is a new saence Spint lias been knoiMi 
a long time It s an old saence But luikcdwth electronics 
'^hitches the world to a new dimension of lift and thought 
^“hoiis can speedily aufomaticall) )icld tothisncw pnaicc 
Electronics of the Spins 
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We can scarcely grasp what the hlectronjcs of the Spint 
means We just faintly glimpse it Think of the ventable 
instantaneous reaction whereby a thought can travel across 
Amenca in less than one-fifnedi of a second And now, wth 
electromcs, m a flash you not only hear the voice but the time 
you speak is registered and -you get the bill at the end of the 
month, all without any human aid No words of mine can 
explain it. 

Then take the Electronics of the Spirit It works with an 
Infmite Mmd It circles the globe instantly It taps resources 
hitherto unexplored and forces hitherto unknown Take the 
whole question of guidance — God's Mmd and my mind The 
thought that shps m any tunc, day or mght, can be the thought 
of the Author of mind We are dealing here with ficts diatno 
one can measure 

A thought comes— maybe just an arresting Qck One res- 
ponds to It And miUions can be the ncher ifot is effectively 
earned out It may apply to someone who crosses our path- 
some fiiend, perhaps, who may be the link which can reach 
cabinets, uhich can prevent nations from taking the svrong 
tummg 

It was the results of the Electronics of the Spint to which 
Congressman Harry Sheppard, dean of the Cahforma delega- 
non to the United States Congress, referred when he said a 
few weeks ago, “What MRA is doing is the pinnacle of 
human achievement— hnngmg people together ” 

Take Nigena, a nation of thirty -three milhon people 
pivotal for the whole of Africa A full-page article m the 
Colonial Review of the London Times desenbes how Dr 
Azikiwe, Pnme Minister of die Eastern Region met Moral 
Re-Armament m 1949 and deaded to apply it to Nigeria 
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The Prime Minister and the Leader ofthe Opposition, who 
had fought a long libel suit against each other, came together 
on the opening mght of an MRA play in Nigena The theatre 
as crowded Hundreds had to stand Dozens more peered m 
through the wmdows and listened outside 
The Leader of the Opposition came to the play four times 
Dunng the presentation of the Budget, when Parhament and 
all the galleries were crowded, he crossed the floor of the 
House to greet the Prime Minister, and paid a generous tribute 
to him He said ‘ Our greatest problem, greater even than 
grinding poverty, is spintual confusion ” 

The Pnmc Minister and Leader ofthe Opposition together 
gave a reception for the House of Parliament to meet the 
whole M RA task force They sent out an invitation on gold- 
engraved cards The two men chaired the reception like old 
fnends The Prime Minister had all the guests repeat after him 
the four standards— absolute honesty, absolute purity, abso- 
lute unselfishness and absolute love The issue of unity in 
Nigena is cruaal because the bitterness is intense One Mem- 
ber of Parliament made an expenment of the Electronics of 
the Spint between God s Mmd and his own He said, ‘ I have 
divided the nation and spoken bitterly m public I must 
change and work to imite the nation ’ 

In South Africa too, a force is at work powerful enough 
to umte even the bitterest enemies The Eastern Proi nice Herald 
quotes a well knoivn Afhkancr, ‘ Moral Re-Armament has 
brought together those who were poles apart m the task of 
biuldmg a new South Afiica It has brought the answer to 
hatred in the coimtry s heart ” 

In India the Htndiisthan Standard m a spcaal ten-page supple- 
ment tells how this electronically heart-spannmg force spreads 
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from continent to continent Tim is the eleventh of the great 
Indian newspapers which have published spenal supplements 
on the work, of Moral Re-Armament 
Its front-page headline is “Asia and Africa — New Era of 
Constructive Co-operation ” Manila! Gandhi, editor ofSouth 
Africa’s Indian Opinion and son of my old friend Mahatma 
Gandhi, whom I met on my first visit to India in 1915, is one 
of the contributors to this special supplement 
The Speaker of the Indian House of the People, Mr Mava- 
lankar, says, “Moral Re-Armament is the old, anaent way 
of the East It has given our old philosophy a new onentaaon 
and given it wmgs ” 

A Leader of the Opposition m the United Provinces Legis- 
lature, member of the State Executive of the Praja Soci^st 
Part), says, “I have learned mote from MRA in t^vo and a 
halfdays than m twenty-five years of pohacal hfe One day’s 
hving of the four standards 1$ worth more than a thousand 
hours oflcctures “ 

The Electronics of the Spint certainly saves time — and it 
comes out with the nght answers Some people spend twenty 
years and more in pohtics, but soil do not seem to have all 
the answers fully nght 

For uv ent) years of pohtics does not alwa) s produce a new 
t) pe of man But the Electronics of the Spirit produces new 
men who are effective at the heart of nations 
Two Austrahans, w ho had spent a hfcQmc m polmcal oppo- 
sition, and who had greatly suflered when their countr) was 
at war with Japan, w ent togcdicr to Tokyo They brought an 
clcctromc answer which bad fiecd them from bitterness and 
hate One of them told the Japanese Pnme Mimster, “We 
came here to %\ork w^th )OU to make Dr Buchman’s vision 
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‘Japan tlie lighthouse ofAsu’ a reahty ” They were received 
by the Japanese Cabinet Ministers They were welcomed at a 
reception m the Diet They spoke to the Left and Right 
Wmgs of the Soaalist Party Within recent days the Prime 
Munster had a speaal showing of one of the Moral Re- 
Armament plays m his ofilcial residence for Cabinet and 
Government leaders which press, radio and television covered 
nationally 

And Dr Ichimada, the Japanese Finance Minister, said, “The 
spirit of MRA IS permeatmg the hfc of our country We 
pledge ourselves to fight that a fresh illumination shall come 
to Japanese pohncal hfc, by makmg M RA the basis of our 
pohc}'.” This represents the fulfilment of the visionlhad when 
I made the fint of many unforgettable visits to Japan forty 
y can ago 

The Electronics of the Spirit is available for everyone It is 
not only necessary' but normal for all men everytvhere The 
Afro-Atiicricaii, most respected national Negro neuspaper m 
Amenca, caught the joy of this basic answer given at the 
Afro-Asian Conference with its bold headline, “Moral Re- 
Armament urged ui Bandung ” The story reads, “Dr Jamah, 
chairman of the Iraq delegation, speaking at the opening of 
the conference called for 'moral re-armament as theneed ofthe 
world today’ He received a vigorous, sustained ovation ’’ 
The speech concluded, “We must work on the basis of moral 
re-armament The world would then turn into one mtegral 
camp with no Eastern ox Western camps ” 

These truths are readily perceived and speedily acceptable 
to the far-flung Moslem world which can be a girder of unity 
for all civihsanon My ancestor, the scholar Bibhander, was 
the first man to make the nches of the Koran available for 
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Europe when, he translated it into German 413 years ago 
Today the Secretary-General of the Arab League says, “The 
Arab world hails the advent of Moral Re-Armament as one 
of the most significant factors on the world scene ” 

The Prime Mmister of Egypt, in a message to the Washing- 
ton Assembly for Moral Re-Armament early this year, said, 
“The problems of government which confront the statesmen 
will not be solved without this secret of a change of heart 
which you are givmg back to the world ItwiIIhft men every- 
where above the hates andjealousies fostered by selfishinterests 
and recall them to the creative mspiration which comes from 
obedience to the Will of God ” 

A book called Where Do We Go From Here ^ which with 
pictures and colourful phrases that all can understand gives 
the secret of the change ofheart of which the Pnme Minister 
speaks, was translated mto Arabic by the Director of Informa- 
tion in the Egyptian Ministry of National Guidance 
Plays as well as books can bring this electronic answer to 
milhons Twenty-seven casts are giving the Moral Re-Arma- 
ment plays in eight languages on every continent In Holly- 
wood leading duectors of screen and music, as well as actors, 
techniaans and designers, have given of dieir genius to help 
create a new musical, The Vamshmg Island, which has a capti- 
vating answer that reaches the heart of every man 

Ole Olsen of Olsen and Johnson says of this musical, ‘ This 
has something a man can understand and live The music of 
this show IS terrific It is an ideological atom bomb that ivdl 
have repercussions around the world ” 

We luve reached a point where man must either solve his 
problems or be destroyed by them Pohticians in every country 
are beginning to discover that the human mind, however able 
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and sincere, cannot solve tlie problems created by the human 
passions of hate and greed and (ear It ncedsanelectromcmte^- 
\entlon, an experience of the Spine It needs the new dimen- 
sion that can usher in a new age This expcncnce must go mto 
every department of life m every land 
How to catch this new dimension^ St Francis of Sales says 
die secret is to listen to the inner voice He says that halC-an- 
hour a day is a basic minimum, except when you are excep- 
tionally busy Then a full hour is necessary 
An Italian priest declares that wnting down the thoughts 
which come from the Mind of God to the mmd of man is 
advisable He says, “What you do not write dowm you ivill 
forget So you might as well never have thought it ” He adds 
that we reach the Presence of God when and only when our 
wills arc touched and crossed 
The Electronics of the Spint, so simple, so natural, and so 
fundamental Herem lies the key to a new age 
Statesmanslup without the Electromcs of the Spirit, ^vlth 
out guidance and wthout change, is like flying an aircraft m 
stormy weather over uncharted temtory without choosing 
to use radio, maps or compass It is both unnecessary and 
cnmmal It is recHessIy selfish It leads inevitably to disaster 
With the Electronics of the Spint, renaissance becomes 
mevitable — and it can happen fast The statesman the busi- 
ness man, the labour leader, the workers, the housewife, the 
family — all have their part to play Guided by God all can 
build umty and answer the frustrations and divisions of our 
times The Electromcs of the Spint holds the answer to the 
second half of the twentieth century 
It IS an answer that works 
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In 1956 Dr Biichnwi visited Australia on the invitation of the 
Chairman of the Olympic Games Committee and other Austra- 
lian leaders He subsequently itstted the Philippines, Japan 
Taman Viet-Nam Thailand and Burma as the ^uest of the 
heads of goiemment of those countries In Japan he tias 
duorated u itli the Order of the Rising Sun in Tam an u ith the 
Grand Cordon of the Bnlhatn Star of thi Republic of China and 
in Bangkok » itli the order of kmght Grand Cross of the Crown 
of Thailand In June Senator Lim onhehalf of President Mag- 
saysay wi csted Dr Buchmanuith the Legion of Honour tilth 
Gold Medal of the Philippines The follou mg » orld broadcast 
was made from London 4 June 1956 

Strange THINGS are happening in the land A new per- 
specGve IS being revealed Old concepts are breaking down 
Democracy is on the defensive Armaments no longer guaran- 
tee security Pacts lose their purpose as new forces anse Old 
loyaloes break down m the &ce of new emergencies The 
new ahgnment m the world is between the nations wlio tlnnk 
and the nations that will not think 

The umted thought of a nation with a purpose is the greatest 
force m histoiy An idea mvadcs without the formality of 
declaring war It makes men pnsoner without firing a shot 
pnd captures countries while parliaments are soli debating It 
cannot be stopped b) is capons alone It cannot be deflected 
merely by economic aid Ic can be redirected only by a better 
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idea, a stronger purpose and more dedicated living bj leaders 
and b> led 

Plans alone arc not enough The trouble witli many of the 
planners is they do not think adcquatel) They think of plans 
but not of\\hat is essential if a bond is to be built between 
East and West, between black and white, bemcennch nations 
and poor They donotthmkofchangingthemotivesofmen, 
or changing the purposes for which men and nations h\e It 
takes an ideology to do that 

A Norw cgian Trade Union leader told political and indus- 
trial leaders of lus nation recently, “Moral Re-Armament’s 
job is to arm statesmen ind peoples with an ideology that 
makes It possible for them to see what is happening m the 
w orld Dcmocraacs arc filtering because they do not have 
the ideological fuel they need Many of our statesmen are 
sufferuig from a \ccy advanced stage of ideological under- 
nounshmenr ’’ 

That IS why nanons without an ideology are being out- 
thought by those w ith one, and why men who have a supenor 
ideology are succeeding where V)olh CoTnmmiSTn and non- 
Communism fail The supenor ideology is multiplying a new 
type of man svith new motives — men who are solving the 
difficulties 

One of the largest newspapers m Japan %vrote ofmy recent 
visit that I had amved m Tokyo at a cndcal time The Diet 
was m a turmoil of deadlock and seemingly irreconcilable 
division Each member took endless time to walk up and cast 
his ballot They called it the “cow’s walk ” It frustrated and 
mfunated Sleep and tempers were short A new factor was 
needed Leaders of Government and Opposition arranged a 
lunch ui the Diet for me and the friends with me, men and 
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III 1956, Dr Biiclimati vtsileii Australia on the invitation of the 
C/j<7ir»w» of the Olympic Games CommUtet and other Austra- 
lian leaders He subsequently i isited the Philippines, Japan, 
Taut an Vut-Nani, Thailand and Burma as the guest of the 
heads of goicmuicut of those countries In Japan he uas 
dt corated u tth the Order of the Rising Sun, in Tat wan u ith the 
Grand Cordon of the Brilliant Star of the Republic of China and 
in BangLol, with the order of Kniqht Grand Cross of the Cron n 
of Thailand In June, Senator Lwt onhehalf of President Mag- 
saysay, invested Dr Btichiiian intli the legion of Honour, uiih 
Gold Medal, of the Philippines The following k orld broadcast 
was made from London 4 June 1956 

Strange things are happening in the land A new per- 
spective IS being revealed Old concepts arc breaking down 
Democracy is on the defensive Armaments no longer guaran- 
tee security Pacts lose their purpose as new forces anse Old 
loyalties break down m the face of new emergenaes The 
new ahgnment m the world is bet^veen the nations who think 
and the nations that ^vlll not thmk 
The umted thought of a nation ^vith apurposeis the greatest 
force m history An idea mvadcs without the formalit> of 
declarmg war It makes men prisoner without firing a shot 
and captures countries while parliaments arc still debatmg It 
cannot be stopped by weapons alone It cannot be deflected 
merely by economic aid It can be redirected only by a better 
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idea, a stronger purpose and more dedicated living by leaders 
and b) led 

Plans alone arc not enough The trouble with many of the 
planners is they do not think, adequately They think of plans 
but not of what is essential if a bond is to be built betiveen 
East and West, bct\\ een black and white, betsveen nch nations 
and poor The) donotthinkofchangmgthcmotivesofmen, 
or changing the purposes for which men and nations hvc It 
takes an ideology to do that 

A Norwegian Trade Union leader told pohncal and indus- 
tnal leaders of his nation recently, “Moral Re-Armament’s 
job IS to arm statesmen and peoples with an ideology that 
makes it possible for them to see what is happening m the 
world Democraaes are faltering because they do not have 
the ideological fuel they need Many of out statesmen ate 
suffering from a very advanced stage of ideological under- 
nourishment ” 

That IS why nations without an ideology are being out- 
thought by those ivilh one and why men who have a supenor 
ideology arc succeeding where both Commumsm and non- 
Communism fail The supenor ideology is multiplying a new 
type of man with new motives — men who are solving the 
difficulties 

One ofthe largest newspapers m Japan wrote of my recent 
visit that I had araved m Tokyo at a cntical time The Diet 
was m a turmoil of deadlock and seemingly irreconcilable 
division Each member took endless time to walk up and cast 
lus ballot They called it the “cow’s walk ’ It frustrated and 
mfunated Sleep and tempers were short A new factor was 
needed Leaders of Government and Opposition arranged a 
lunch in the Diet for me and the foeni with me, men and 
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women who live an ideology that unites. Said members of 
Government and Opposition afterwards, “It was a miracle. 
You brought sanity where there was insanicj'. A solution was 
found. There was no riot. We found a svay to soJve our 
problem not on the basis of a party’s will, but on what was 
nght.” Now, it wasn’t me. I didn’t do it. It was the power of 
an ideology to change the thinking of men and women of the 
Diet. At the root of our problems are people. With a superior 
ideology people can be changed. 

Says a leadmg banker, a recent Japanese Ambassador m 
Washington, “Moral Re-Armament is the greatest force in 
the moral and spiritual reconstruction of post-war Japan.” 
And the Prime Minister wrote in the Press, “As I face the 
scene in the Diet I cannot but long that the spirit of Moral 
Re-Armament would permeate the hves of every singlemem- 
ber of the Diet. When the people of Japan and of the world 
hve the spint of M RA real peace will come ” 

When I landed in Manila I was greeted by a large group of 
men, workers £rom (be docks, wtbkvge placards, "Welcome 
Moral Rc-Armament. Workers umte the world.” It was an 
unexpected w'elcome, but it was the vital voice of those 
workers who control the hfe-hne of nations from Manila to 
London, from Hamburg to Sydney, from New York ro 
Yokohama. The next morning one of their leaders break- 
fasted widi us at the President’s table. President Magsaysay 
has the supreme art of knowing men and of keeping the 
human touch. He said Co us, “Most people load me doivn 
with problems. You bring answers. 

Everywhere Communist and non-Communist, East and 
West respond to men who have die thinking and hving of a 
superior ideology. 
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A Bntish miner who has worked for thirty years at the coal 
face, sa)s, “Moral Re-Armament is to the heart of man what 
coal IS to a furnace It gives it power If e want more coal 
we must have more Moral Re-Armament ’ 

On the eve of the Itahan elections I passed tlirough Milan 
On tlie station platform to meet me was a cross-section of the 
nation — industnahsts, the manager of a large plant with a 
member of his works’ council, the national secretary of one 
of the great umons and men and women from ‘ Little Stalin- 
grad” where Commumsm holds sway One of the men, a 
Commuiust leader of the 12,000 tramway workers ofMilan 
was there His sister, a bitter Commumst, had changed She 
became a new type of revolunonary woman and her brother 
had been captured by her freedom Irom bitterness and her 
power to create unity He was seriously ill but said he must 
come to the station to tell me his determination to fight at 
my side “I only want to hve for my children’s future and the 
new world of Moral Re-Armament,” he said 
Also on the platform was the brother of the Communist 
newspaper editor The editor like the tramway worker had 
found this superior ideology He told the whole city about it 
in a ten page supplement to his paper He now carries this 
answer to the political leaders of Europe His wife his brother 
his friends and former enemies follow his lead He faced the 
years of bitterness agamst his Church and put it right He has 
begun to hve a revolutionary fcith He has accepted the 
disaplme of meditation to find the direction of God instead 
of followmg the drive of human passions and matenalism 
No wonder Gabnel Marcel, the great Cathohe philosopher 
writes m Figaro ‘ Moral Re-Armament is a hope — perhaps 
even the Hope ’ 
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A European statesman who was Chairman of NATO said, 
“We will certainly commit aver) great error if \\e thmk that 
Communism is the only problem and that the answer is a 
negative opposition to Communism A matenahstic philo- 
sophy IS nou rooted in democracy Even if there were no 
Communism, Moral Re-Armament would still be essential 
to the future of humanitj ” 

Chancellor Adenauer and members ofhis Cabinet m their 
invitation to the Moral Re-Armament World Mission to 
come to Germany said, “In this ome ofconfusion weneedan 
ideology which can brmg clanty and a moral force to shape 
mtemaconal relations as well as our owm national life “ 
Western Germany by her energy and gcxuus has recreated 
the mdustry of a nation She has secured prospenty But her 
leaders now face tlie fact that prosperity alone can never cure 
bitterness, build unity, or create an answer to Communism 
Nations who ^vlIl not think shed blood and money and 
breed bitterness and disaster But men who think have a 
superior statesmanship T have just heard from Mohammed 
Masmoudi, Minister of State m the Tunisian Government 
He says, “But for Moral Rc-Armament our country would 
be involved m a war without mercy ” 

TakeMorocco The unexpeaed happened Onefieryyoung 
leader spoke ofhis great enemy as the Devil incarnate A man 
skilled m meeting the needs ofhis fellow men talked with this 
young leader He deaded to hsten, not to the voice of hate or 
of prejudice, but to the still small voice that said, “You are as 
near to God as ^ ou are to the man from whom y ou feel most 
divided ” He went in trepidation and met the old statesman 
he called the Devil He apologised, not for his convictions, 
but for his hatred Even nght convictions can become a nega- 
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tive force when they are employed by prejudiced minds or 
by men or nations who do not thinh The old man wrapped 
him around m his arms in affection and forgiveness, and two 
days later publicly changed his pohey and united the nation 
on a new course Today Morocco is mdependent and findincj 
her direction ° 

Who are the men m France who will apply this new effec- 
tive way to Algeria before it is too late^ 

I was received m Viet-Nam by that man of destiny Presi- 
dent Diem He said, “We welcome Moral Re-Armament It 
perfectly responds to the longing m the heart of Asia for a 
change of heart m the West ” 

In Thailand Field Marshal Pibulsonggrani took the excep- 
tional action of mvitmg the Buddhist leaders to attend the 
ideological play The Vaiitslting Island Theirverdictwas unani- 
mous “The ability of Moral Re-Armament to change men 
IS proof that it has the power to umte the world ” 

In Taiwan I met an old fnend. General Ho Ymg-chin, who 
IS a close adviser to President Chiang Kai-shek General Ho 
said, “If we leaders of China had had the unity of Moral Re- 
Armament the history of our country would have been 
different ” President Chiang Kai-shek said, “Tins is the most 
valuable form of aid we could have been sent ” 

Prenuer U Nu of Burma has expressed his gratitude for the 
new direction given by this ideology to thestudentsofBurma 
The Rector of the University said. “Moral Re-Armament is 
a magic word m Rangoon Umvcrsity ” U Nu spoke to me 
of the umversal message that the world needs that can disarm 
the suspicions of the East and rearm tlic moral mtegnty of the 
West 

The Neil’ Times of Btnma commented “Moril Re-Arma- 
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ment is, in &ct, the only practicable way out of the morass in 
which man has landed himself/* 

Men like U Nu and the oAer Asian statesmen I have con- 
ferred with in recent weeks realise more clearly than many 
Western leaders the need today to give priority to ideology 
in the affairs of their nations. 

Says a distinguished Amencan scientist, “I have seen enough 
of what we call ‘high level staif’in Washington to know that 
the ideological answer is not going to come from a paper 
prepared by a planning staff* in a government department or 
any place else. It is not going to come from an executive 
order. It is going to come from human beings individually, 
from your heart and mine. The fault is th us, and the answer 
will not come unless we are different/’ 

Communist and non-Communist have one fundamental 
weakness m commotL They are not creating a new type of 
man. Conscq^uendy both lack the one essential for creatmg a 
new world. But there is a superior ideology’ which is g^^'ing 
men new motives, new character. It works ! It is a new think- 
ing forged by hving absolute standards, absolute honesty, 
purity, unselfishness, love. With this ideology nanons will 
begin to think. The}'- will solve all their problems. Families 
will be united. Youth will find a purpose more dynamic and 
compelling than lawlessness. 

This is die new statesmanship, a life commitment adequate 
to change the thinking, living and daring of the whole w'orJd. 
For everyone everywhere this is die future. This is normal 
living. 
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A Chrislinas Message 

E’en the hour that darkest sccmeth 
Will His changeless goodness prove 

Nations that will not thmk have become nations that walk 
in darkness 

To them at Christmas from the unexpected source comes 
the light of an answer 

At the first Chnstmas, wise men came from Arabia and 
Africa to acknowledge the hope of the world 

Today Arabia and Africa may be the unexpected source 
that gives the answer to chaos 

Africa today has sent its men to the West to show the true 
meamng of freedom for mankmd They speak in a play and 
a film called Freedom that has been named the boldest and 
most audacious approach to the fundamental problems of 
human relations of our time 

It is the moment for a miracle A Moor came to worship 
the Babe, Egypt sheltered the Child Jesus and an African 
earned the Cross to Calvary The voice of this Afnca can 
speak to every humble heart everywhere 

Where meek souls will receive Him still, 

The dear Chnst enters in 
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In Jiincy 1957, <i World Assembly opetted at MacLniacIsIntid III 
the new Assembly buildings, built during the tiio previous 
winters The Assembly was attended by 5,000 people from 
SLVtiity-six countries, utcludmg 100 leaders of the Japanese 
Youth Organisation, the Seuieudau, and a delegation of 100 from 
Taiwan, as well as political and industrial leaders from Asia, 
Africa, Europe, South America and Australia The following 
world radio and television broadcast was given by Dr Bitchman 
on this occasion 

A GtORious ANSWER hascometo the years of costly failure 
in the Paafic 

"Pacific Rclaaons" was an idea that caught the imagina- 
tion of the world, but it was the \vrong idea It brought no 
peace, nor did it improve relations Like all false ideas it threw 
up a mountain of chaotic debns that dammed back unity and 
freedom for milhons Today that debns is being swept away 
by the force of a God-given idea 

Magsaysay of the Phihppmcs expenenced it He said to us, 
“Most people weigh me down wth problems You bring the 
answers ” 

General Ho Ymg-chin of Chma defeated the Japanese m 
battle The mainland of his nation u enthralled by the wrong 
idea He has been a fnend of mine for many years Recently 
m Magsaysay’s country at the Moral Re-Armament Assembly 
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of Asian Nations, he said, “What we have failed to achieve in 
ten ) cars of posuvar diplomatic effort has been accomphshed 
at this Assembly “ 

Mr Hoshijima, Supreme Adviser to the Japanese Govern- 
ment, declared at this Assembly, “Here we have been able to 
find the road to unity between Korea and Japan ’’ He was a 
signator) oftheJapancscPcaceTreaty mSanFraiiasco That 
w as the time Robert Schuman said to me after the signing, 
“You made peace \vith Japan two years before we statesmen 
had the courage to sign it ’’ 

Korea I have known for many years Take Mrs Park, a 
former Cabinet Minister, who had been deeply humihated, 
and w hose husband has been bedridden for more than eighteen 
years as a result of Japanese impnsonment She said at the 
Assembly, “Through change m my own heart, I have lost 
my enmity Only on the basis of Moral Re-Armament can 
permanent peace be aclueved m Asia and the world “ 

Also at this Assembly was thegreat-grandson of the founder 
of modem mdustnal Japan Viscount Shibusawa was my host 
when I first went to Tokyo m 1915 His great-grandson is a 
typical poswar young Japanese business man He saw that 
the choice for Asia was Moral Re Armament or Com- 
mimism He made his choice He changed He found a faith 
He has given up his business His father a postwar Minister 
of Finance had young Shibusawa speak to fifty of his mtel- 
lectual friends including economic professors and younger 
busmess men At the end the father spoke He said his son’s 
great-grandfather had left his home and plunged into the 
Meiji revolution He had felt history was being made and 
that he must have a part in it Now the great-grandfather’s 
blood w as surgmg in the great-grandson’s veins He beheved 
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Moral Re-Armament is a new &ctor m history and that he 
must give everythmg for it 

The youth organization ofjapan, the Semendan 4,300,000 
strong, IS askmg, “Which way will jouth go’” They are 
finding the idea for Japan’s future at the Moral Re- Armament 
assembhes in Europe and America Now Moscow offers a 
hundred of them a free tnp to Russia Thej rum to us — can 
we answ er this strategy ’ And so one hundred from Japan are 
coming to an Assembly at Mackinac Island and a propor- 
tionate number from the rest of Asia 
Not only Japan, but the youdi ofTaiwan, the Philippmcs, 
Viet Nam, Indonesia, Burma, Malaya, India, Ceylon, are 
asking the same question, “Which way shall we take — 
Moscow or Moral Re-Armament’” 

U Nu of Burma while in America heard that m his Um- 
versity in Rangoon an idea had gnpped the jouth — taken 
them awa^ from the wrong idea that obsessed them and 
given them the nght idea His message to the Asian AssembI) 
w as, ‘ This idcolog) is above race and class because it answ ers 
the needs of the heart It seeks to change men their ideas, their 
motives their aims ” 

The Rector of the Umvcrsity’s older brother, Foreign 
Minister U Tin Tut said ‘ The one unfaihng hght in this 
dark world is the hght of Moral Re-Armament ’ As the 
jounger brother the Rector, told us he had alwajs resened 
the right to disagree wnth his older brother, but he, too, now 
saj's, ‘ Moral Re-Armament is a magic w ord m Rangoon 
Umversity It marks the hymning of a new era ’ 

The widow of President Magsaj-say is caught by this same 
spirit that w on her husband She m\nted the Colwell brothers 
to her home to meet her son The> arc the three Americans 
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■whom Magsajsay specially wanted to be at the Phihppmes 
Assembly He put their songs on the national radio They 
have laid aside all worldly advantage The Asian leaders at 
the Assembly declared, "They have played a -vital part m 
creating the spint in which umty is being forged bet\veen our 
nations ” The Colwells arrived at 4 o’clock The Magsaysay 
farmly kept them nil ii 30, such was the radiant response 
Mrs Magsa) say tw enty times called for their songs 

Then the Colwells travelled sixty miles to a Phihppine 
village fifteen miles from the territory of the rebel Huks The 
Mayor, the ClucfofPohce, the Deputy-Mayor, were among 
hundreds who gathered beneath a spreading acaaa tree beside 
the main street for an hour and diree-quarters to hear the 
Colwells and their friends The) were introduced by the 
Medical Director ofthe Far Eastern University, Dr Gutierrez, 
who cares for 28,000 students Traffic was repeatedly blocked 
m the street as people crowded to listen They said there were 
Huk rebels m the crowd At the end the people refused to 
disperse until there were two more songs from the Colwell 
brothers Said Mrs Guoerrez, also on the staff of the Far 
Eastern Umversity, “You are doing what made Magsaysay 
so loved among his people You have gone to meet them m 
the -villages ’’ 

The Chairman of the Phihppine Senate Committee for 
National Defence is quick to realize the meaning of this for 
the nation He said, “For reasons of national secunty, I want 
Moral Re-Armament to take root here and be a force It can 
be a very practical and reahsne bulwark against the infiltration 
of Commumsm ’’ 

In our frantic efforts to buy security, let us not sell our- 
selves short by overlooking die one real secunt) the idea 
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\% !uch can remake men and umte tliem to remake the world 

Ideas are God’s weapons for a new world And man has the 
capaaty to receive ideas from God. When men act on these 
ideas they find new direction for themselves and their nations 
Now I believe tliat ^\e should so hve that God can speak to 
us at any hour of the day or mght. 

And It was in the mght that I had the compelling thought, 
“Africa will speak to thenorld ” I was at tlic World Assembly 
at Cau\ at the time and wih me there were Africans from all 
parts of the contment The Africans responded They wrote a 
pla) on the theme closest to their hearts — Freedom ^ The Ger- 
man Ambassador m London saw it The same mght he tele- 
phoned Bonn to tell his colleagues they must sec it. That play 
went through the capitals of Europe. Now it has been made 
into a film— the first film made m Africa, wnrten by Africans 
and play edb) Africans Walt Disney’s European cameraman 
sacrificed his contract to make the picture Men of many 


* Free^nn was wntten and prodoced fe) Ainan Jcaders'from all over die 
continent at the Caux Assembl), i<>55 In the couiw of 1956 it was filmed in 
Afiica The world premiere took place in the Egj ptian Tlieacre, HoUj-wood, on 
12 February, 1937 At the subsequent Washington premiire, in the Naaonal 
Theatre, Manasseh Mocrane. Vice-President of the ten thousand Afiican 
teachers of South Africa, who plays the Prime Aluuster in the film, said, “The 
real battle for Afnca today is ideolr^cal In that stmggle man-power mvm- 
nons, money and military strength, important though thej are, are not bv 
themselves an amw er Without an ideology all these things will be in vain. Wc 
need an ideolog) frmdamcntal enough to deal with the problems raised and 
roused by hate, fear, greed — both m individuals and nanons We need an 
ideological answer to Communism. We need this ideology big enough to mute 
men above race, colour, class A false ideology came to Africa. Men brought an 
answering ideology — Moral Re-Armament. That is the ideology the whole 
world needs today A man with an ideology u the truest patriot A force 
trained in democracy ’s ideology B the most pnccless luaotial possession 
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nations gave money, time and The premiere was m 
Hollywood “A picture that may change my hfe,” wrote one 
critic “It made me feel the soul of Lmcoln was still with us,” 
wrote another “If we act on it, we may save all we value m 
avilisation ” And a Nigenan political leader commented, 
“For our present generation of vipers 'Freedom’ is the bible 
which people will read today 

“Africa speaks to the world” — ^Washmgton queued up four 
deep for half a mile outside the National Theatre twice m one 
day to see it Leaders of nine Asian nations at the Asian 
Assembly cabled the Speaker of the Umted States House of 
Representatives and the Chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, ‘ This overwhelmmg film is provi- 
dential for our nations at this critical time and must reach the 
milhons of Asia now Its ideology is the only true basis on 
which East and West can umtc ” 

Men of saence understand that weapons can only buy time 
An idea must win the world And the youth of a saentific age 


^ The Eastern Sent el Nigena in a special Royal Visitedinonon the occasion 
of the arrival of Her Majesty die Queen wrote two editorials the first headed 
Welcome to the Queen the second Freedom — A Great Play 
The editorial on Freedo n states in part We consider it to be an event of 
extreme significance for a group of our own countrymen from the different 
parts of the African Continent to have decided to write a play on such a theme 
Freedo! I porno out the highroad to unity The play deals with the basic issue — 
not the attainment of sclf-govcnuncnt which for us is assured but the quality 
of self-government chat is to be practised These men of MRA arc pioneers ofa 
new battle that has to be won— die batde for unity and honesty m public and 
private life and for democracy based on absolute moral standards 

Man> of our leaders from all part* of N^na owe much to Caux for the 
influence of Moral Re-Armament smcc i«M 9 has been greater than anyone can 
assess It has produced the scabtht) in dm countiy wdiout which the Queen s 
visit would not have happened 
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respond to Moral Re-Armament because it is the idea that 
answers the basic divisions of race, class and ideology. 

An American university student leader was won by this 
idea. He began by putting right what was wrong. He went 
to the home of the president of the 16,000 students of his 
university, a Negro. He apologized for his bitterness and his 
dishonest politics. It was at Christmas time. The president 
held out his hand. “This is really going to be a happy 
Christmas,” he said. The two of them joined forces. They 
brought 700 of their fellow students to sec the film Freedom 
including members of the foculty, the staff of the university 
paper and the members of the student council. 

Then they went together to the Asian Assembly. Declared 
the president through the Los Angeles Sentinel, “Moral Re- 
Armamcnt is the only real solution to the race problem in the 
United States This answer is needed in the Negro com- 
munity. Only the ideology of Moral Re-Armament can 
answer racial prejudice because it is the only force that can 
challenge both black and white to change and build a new 
world.” 

Senator Alexander Wiley on the Floor of the Senate intro- 
duced the story of the Asian Assembly to the Congressional 
Record. He spoke of the ideology which had produced these 
results. He said, “If we in America hve that ideology we shall 
find a response in Asia that money cannot buy. It could be 
the turning point. The signs of a response to these deeper 
reahties at this Assembly are a source of hope for us all, and 
a challenge to us to examine our pohey and our practice in the 
hght of these truths.” 

A book has just been published. The idea for it came to me 
early one morning. It was a God-given thonght—America 
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needs an Ideology} William Penn expressed the heart of this 
ideology, “Men must choose to be governed by God or they 
condemn themselves to be ruled by tyrants.” 

When man listens, God gives him ideas. And when man 
chooses to be governed by these ideas, he becomes a new type 
of man It is an experiment which can be tested by anyone, 
anywhere, at any ome. It works. 

The challenge of our time is simply this. Will the^ saentists, 
the statesmen, the men of the factory, school and farm, face 
these facts? Test them’ Act on them and hve accordmgly’ 

Ideas quick and powerful to reconale nations, to conquer 
all hearts and wiUs, to mspire a world-wide renaissance, are 
instantly available, immediately apphcablc. 

For ideas are God’s weapons for a new world. 

And every man, if he will, can hsten to God 


* Amcnea heeds An I^elogy b) Paul C^pbcll and Peter Howard, Fredenck 
Muller Ltd , London, June, 1957, 200 tb thousand. 
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TO THE MODERN CONFUSION 
THAT DOGS US 


The II orld Assembly at Maekinac Island in Jiie 1958 marked 
both the tuentieth atmitersar} oj Moral ReAniaiient and 
DrBnehnians et^hieth bin! Jay As statesirert and leadrs oJ 
industry and labour from Jit e eontn ents gathered at Mackinac 
to do 1 wi honour and to plan for tl e tentaktng of nations the 
address it hich foltou suas broadcast to the n arid 

When the Prime Minister of Japan -was m Washington 
he telephoned me on Mackinac Island to thank us for 'n hat 
Moral Re-Armament had done for his countr) A hundred 
revolutionarj Japanese >outh were u-ith me there isho 
instead of gomg to Moscow m their search for an idcolog) 
had ojme to Moral Rc-Annament on Alackmac Island I 
was able to tell the Prune Minister that the\ had found a 
pohc) for the ^oudi of Asia and were gomg not to the Left 
nor to the Right but straight. On his return to Tok\o the 
Prune Munster declared this to be the pohc) of his govern- 
ment. 

FoUowmg Prune Munster Kishi s vTsits to a number of 
South East Asian nations including the Phihppmes President 
Garcia w elcomed delegates from these countnes to the Moral 
Re- Armament Asscmbl) at Baguio wath these words As 
well as strengthening our economics and d'*fences we need 
to encourage an association of Asian peoples which is not 
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directed against other nations but founded on the sure basis 
ofa moral ideology ’ 

What a revolution it would be if confused statesmen in 
every nation had this conviction that God has the answer 
Today peoplejust expect and hve in chaos The tragedy is that 
they accept leadership confused by compromise when there 
could be the executive genius that comes when people 
normally Lsten to God 

Russia launches a dog-carrymg satelhte The whole world 
tunes Its ears to hsten to a dog That is important m our con 
quest of space But it does not help us to settle our confusion 
on earth If we were willing to tune our ears to God we could 
simply settle our earthly confusion and even perhaps move 
nearer our conquest of space 

The Foreign Secretary of the Philippmes after havmg 
presided over the SEATO meeting m Manila came to our 
Assembly m Baguio With this he said we can change the 
world What had moved him to say this’ He saw an Asian 
force m action and he saw an ideological weapon — a play 
One such play had been written by the Japanese in Mackmac 
They played it throughout Japan It showed how a man a 
family a commumty can go not Left not Right but straight 
Members of the Imperial Family mdustnal and labour 
leaders shipbuilders mmers farmen and youth acclaim it 
They say it is the answer for Japan 

Phihppine leaders invited this play to their country In the 
heart of the old aty of Manila where tens of thousands of 
Fihpinos had died in Japanese prisons this Japanese play was 
given at tlie request of die Fihpinos A former Phihppme 
guerilla fighter and a former Japanese officer mtroduced it 
The crowd would not stop applauding the play until the 
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Japanese stepped before the curtain and told of the answer 
they had found in their own hearts. Wounds were healed. 
Unity was bom. 

One member of the cast is Mr Sumitomo. His industries 
employ more than halfa million men. He has been called the 
“Rockefeller ofjapan”. He takes the part of the poorest man 
in the play, a tenant farmer. At first he met opposition fiom 
some of the heads of Japanese industry. Some of his osvn 
directors at the Osaka plants, svhich dominate the life of that 
great aty, were against him. But the firmness of Mr Sumi- 
tomo’s conviction and the world-spanning size of his idea 
won them. And the labour leaders, too, say they can work 
with Mr Sumitomo for he is more revolutionary’ than they are. 

Moving t\nth these weapons throughout Asia is a group of 
Asian leaders. Koreans, Chinese, Burmese, Fihpinos, Indians 
and Japanese arc among the seventeen nations represented on 
this force. Premier Kishi undentood their effectiveness and 
cabled, “I cordially invite you with your plays, behevmg that 
the idea that yov bring is the most needed at this crucial time 
in our history.” Costly sacrifice sends them on their way. At 
Baguio, Dutch and Indonesians stood on the same platform 
in forgiveness of the past and pledged to bring a new future 
in the Pacific. Indonesian and Philippine women gave their 
jewels. Europeans and Amcncans gave their capitd. Such a 
spirit prompted the French philosopher Gabriel Marcel to say 
aftera visitmTokyo, “Thinking mai in the West understand 
the full value of this tremendous bid to restore genuine rela- 
tions between men, such as the spirit of truth demands.” 

Who are these men who are brmging this answer to Asia? 
When I fint went to Tok)-© in 1915 , 1 was received by Baron 
Shibusawa, a founder of modem industrial Japan. Today his 
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great-grandsonis with that force, and the great-great-grandson 
sends me the message, "I am praymg for Uncle Frank 
In India m 1915 I was for the first time with Mahatma 
Gandlu Today his grandson is also with that force andleadmg 
Asia to Moral Re-Armament It is the commitment of his 
hfe He says it is chaos or MRA for Asia’s milhons A high 
Amencan official from Washington was m Baguio He said 
to the young Gandhi, ”1 knew your grandfather He gave his 
hfe to create a nation You are giving yours to save a nation 
The descendant of one of our great Amencan Sccretanes of 
State IS another He and a Phihppme editor, respected and 
welcomed in Washington for his knowledge of South-East 
Asia, arrived m Tokyo The Prime Minister sent his son and 
an tilde to the airport to meet them He received them next 
day and told them that MRA had been the key factor m 
bringing to birth and fostering the negotiations between 
South Korea and Japan This Phihppme editor says, Material 
rearmament is necessary But Moral Re-Armament is mdis- 
pcnsable because it will umtc Asia ” His conviction is that the 
Japanese play can bring light to Peipmg He also adds that a 
bilhon people m Asia and Africa can find this answer to their 
modem confusion 

Prime Mimster U Nu of Burma, receivmg this force m 
Rangoon, said "More than anythmg else the world needs to 
rearm morally In the course of my travels abroad I have 
continually urged my fiiends of both ideological blocs to nd 
themselves of fear and suspicion of each other But when I 
have myself been beset with fear and suspiaon I reahsed how 
difficult it was for others to swallow the advice I had given 
them So it is that certam dungs arc easy to preach but 
extremely difficult to practKe This is the big challenge of 
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Moral Rc-Armament.” What is our part? We need tliis new 
factor ifuc are to find an answer. And tlic ^^orId awaits it, 
roo, from us. 

Take the aruwer that came in a theatre in Atlanta, the hub 
of the Southern States. A white and a coloured person were 
mounting the tlicatre stairs to the exit, side by side. They had 
just seen the musical, TVjc Crctntiti^Rvperiirn^e, inspired by the 
life ofMarj' McLeod Bethune, 'with its stars Muriel Smith of 
Broadway and Covent Garden fame, who sings like a bird, 
and Ann Buckles, who madchername with her Broadway and 
television successes. These tw o gave up all their contracts this 
last season to take this MR. A play to tlie South. Said the hire 
man, “On tius basis our m'o peoples could work together.'* 
Replied the coloured man, “Yes, I belic\’e they could.” 

An Atlanta attorney said, “In all my fort)* >ears in public 
life I have ne^•e^ t\*imes$cd an)thing that has called forth such 
a depth of feeling or such a mighrj' response. You are having a 
tremendous influence and changing the nodons of people. 
Some of us have had the answer but have not had the courage 
to put it mto practice. You arc living it and demonstrating it. 

It wall reach Atlanta to the whole countrj'.” 

Said another Adanta leader, “We have been listening to the 
tick, of the time bomb in Atlanta but ^-ou have taught us to 
listen to the tick of the Holy Spint.” A nevs’spaperman’s con- 
viction is, “You arc doing what the Communists boasted 
nev'er could be done in the Southern States of America.” 

The European and A&ican press heralds this miracle in 
Atlanta as the “ansn-er to Little Rock”. It is •o'haf the n orld 
hopes for and righdy expects from Amenca. 

Africa points the way. The Ahican film. Freedom, has been 
shown m diis past 5 ear on every continent. At its New Delhi 
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prenuere the press wrote, “Freedom has been seen by the 
maximum number of India’s most important personahties ” 
Said the great Indian producer S S Vasan, “Wonderful* 
Wonderful * It must be put into every language ofthe world ” 
It was shown to officers and men m the NATO Headquarters 
at Fontamebleau and is being taken by the Government of the 
Sudan through the length and breadth of their country The 
Speaker of the Canadian House of Commons, introducmg 
Freedom to a premiere audience of pohtical and diplomatic 
leaders m Ottawa before its nation-wide distnbution, said, 
“In this film our foends from Africa are heaping coals of fire 
on our heads ” Africa has produced in Freedom a voice for a 
continent which m the words of President Tubman of Libena 
is “destmed to remake the world by shaping the lives of all 
who have seen it and all who will see it ” And he adds, like the 
Indian film producer, “It is a wonderful, wonderful film It 
must go to the whole world ” 

An Algerian joumahst who had suffered at the hands of 
both French and extremists m his own country said, “I am 
deterimned to get Freedom in Arabic to North A&ica as 
qmckly as possible That is what our nationalist movements 
need ” A colleague added, “Conferences alone do not bring a 
solution to conflict The only solution is to listen to God 
and for each to do as God directs This film vnll render a 
great service to North Afiica and ^vlll bring in a new era of 
peace and brotherhood among all peoples there ’ 

People have been teachmg the great truths m the wrong 
way They lack the dominant passion to hear the plan that 
God has for their nations and the conviction to follow it The) 
lack the training that helps them to hve for their nauons and 
CO remake the svorld 
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Mackimc and Ciiiv arc schooi^ of statesmanship ^^IIcrc 
statesmen, worl ers, industrialists arc trained to meet men who 
Iiavc a materialist ideology and to win them to a superior 
idea One European expert on Uussian afiairs, w ho w ent w'lih 
tlic head of his nation to Moscow to advise him in the nego- 
tiations, sa> s that the work of men w ho ha\ e had this traimng 
has three times been a deasivc factor m recent Iiistory Pint 
at Bandung, where Moral Re-Armament was declared to be 
the one wa) to unite the East and West, tlienin the industrial 
heart of Europe, the Ruhr, where MRA-traincd men broke 
the hold of matcnalist ideologies and saved Europe, and 
tliirdly, in thcPaafic, wljcrcatiheBaguioconierenccs,Jap4n, 
Korea, the Pluhppincs and other South-East Asian nations 
found unity through a moral ideology These arc solid 
achievements of trained men who h\c fully coinmeed A 
unmngideologyis thcesscntial pre-condicion of anj successful 
Summit conference Goa emments as fully convinced of Moral 
Re-Armament as Moscow is of Communism will lead the 
world immediately uito anew' era of unity, peace and plenty, 
the God-given hentage of the millions of every nation 
In India they asked me what is Moral Re-Armament's 
programme for tlic millions My reply was, "Empty hands 
wdl be filled with work, empty stomachs avith food, and 
empty hearts with an idea that really satisfies That is Moral 
Re-Armament — for East and West ” 

Take our youth m America A young man found this 
answer He had been part of a New York street gang that 
drank and drugged He had smashed up three cars in six 
months He found m Moral Re-Armament a purpose big 
enough and the idea that satisfied He said, ' This is what the 
kids where I come from really need — and w'ant *’ 
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A young American girl from a home of privilege gave her- 
self wholly to healing the hates and hurts of the world She 
was a modem girl with the secret of patriotism, a modem 
Joan of Arc for the youth of the nations She said, “Every day 
IS a new adventure There is nothing that holds me ” She was 
only twenty-two when she died this year, but her hfe, too, 
was frilfiUed and satisfied 

Amencan labour lost a great leader in the passmg of John 
Rifre, former Executive Vice-President of the CIO, whose 
fight for umty between the unions sprang from his own 
expenence of change and imity m his previously very divided 
home. At Mackinac last year he was senously ill One day he 
hadjust one God-given diought for a Senator who was at the 
Assembly. When the Senator came to his room, John slowly 
said, and then repeated, these words, “Senator, you must tell 
America that when Frank Buchman changed John RifFe he 
saved Amencan industry five hundred milhon dollars ” 
Could that be the answer for inflation’ Is that the way our 
nation’s wealth could be saved from the waste of selfish con- 
flict to be invested m the strength and unity of our people’ 

A man of eighty is speakmg to you A man who has often 
been beset by confusion and gradually learned to know the 
answer for a nation In every baffling problem of the states- 
man and the ordinary man the answer is given to those who 
listen Only there must be the willingness to obey It is not 
what s\e expect but what we allow God to give us With all 
the smcenty of my eighty years and impelled by the urgency 
of the cnucal world situation, I say God is the answer to the 
modem confusion that dogs us. Go all the u ay iwth God and 
you will have the answer Go all the way with God and you 
utJJ hnng the atisn er to your aatton 
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CONTEMPORARY PORTRAITS OF 
FRANK BUCHMAN 


EARLY DAYS 

From Life Changers by Harold Beghie, published ut 1923 

Quietly and unobtrusively, an interesting work has been 
going on for the last four or five years among the undergraduates 
of many Universities, not only here in England but all over the 
world This work, by its own development, has attracted the 
attention of the religious authonnes of many countnes, and largely 
originated from the activity of a single person 

Some years ago I made the acquamtance of this man We 
became mends , we corresponded with each other , at intervals we 
met and discussed the progress of his work Then, m the summer 
of the year 1922, I accepted an invitation to meet a number of 
Umvcrsity men from both sides of the Atlantic who were to 
gather m a house party 

The character of these men, some of them so bnlhant m scholar- 
ship, others so splendid m athletics, and all of them, without one 
exception, so modest and so disturbingly honest was responsible 
for my reawakened mterest Hicy were men of the first class, men 
whom one may fairly call not only the fine flower of our Enghsh- 
speaking avihsation, but representatives of the best hope we pos- 
sess of weathering the storms of matenahsm which so palpably 
threaten to overwhelm the ship which carries the spintual fortunes 
of humamt) It was impossible m their company to doubt any 
longer that the man who had changed their hves, and had made 
them also changers of other men’s hv cs, was a penon of \ cry con- 
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sidcrablc importance One regardeci him with a new interest, a 
fresh mcrencc 

In this worh he is engaged at the present moment, and he 
believes tliat a new knowledge of religion is spreading among 
men who ma> exercise a strong influence on Enghsh-^pcaking 
cisihsation during the next fiftj jears 


HOW THE OXFORD CROUP BEGAN 

rrem For Sinners Onl> 6/ /3 J Russel!, 
published w 1932* 

The STORY of how Frank's own life was changed, as told b> 
Harold Bcgbie in Life Changers, i$ an absorbing and inspinng nar- 
rative Frank is a character who grows on ) ou«— m a book, m life 
After the first chapter > ou want to meet him When you meet him 
)ou may have reason to wsh you hadn’t But if ^ou remove the 
reason ) ou w ill find Frank sail there and that ) ou have obtained 
release from spsntua] defeat 

Degbic, at Frank’s request, masked the name of his hero under 
the imtials ‘ F D " 

‘His carnage and his gestures,” said B^bie, “arc distinguished 
by an mvanable alcrmess He never droops, he never slouches 
You find him m the small hours of the morning with the same 
quickness of eye and the same athleac erectness of body w hich 
seem to bring a breeze into a breakfast-room Few men so quiet 
and rcstramed exhale a spmt of such contagious well being 
”A ensp accent marks his speech and is nchly noticeable only 
when he makes use of coUoqmahsms The voice is low but 
\ngorous, with a smccre nng of faendlmess and good humour — 
the same fnendimess and good humour which are charactcnsnc 
* Repnnted permission of the Andior and of Messrs Hodder and 
Stoughton 


254 



CONTEMPORARY PORTRAITS OF FRANK BUCHMAN 


of his maimers He strikes one on meeting as a warm-hearted and 
very happy man, who can never know what it is to be either 
physically tired or mentally bored.” 

Then the writer strikes the happiest of all descnptions of Frank. 
*‘I am tempted to thmk,” says he, “that if Mr Pickwick had given 
tilth to a son and that son had cnugiatcd to America m boyhood 
he would have been not unlike this amiable and fnendly surgeon 
of souls. Fuller acquaintance of ‘F.B.* brings to one’s mmd the 
knowledge that m spite of his boyish cheerfulness he is of the 
house and Imeage of all true mystics from Plotmus to Tolstoy." 

The first serious crisis came in Frank’s hfe when a fellow-student 
at Mount Airy Seminary, Phdadelphia, accused him of ambition. 
This accusation smote him severely, and he chose the most difficult 
quarter of Philadelphia for his initial labours. The mvitauon to his 
first church was not without humour It said, “ The question of salary 
must for the tune be left unstated.*’ Meaning there could be no stated 
salary, because all the money collected for the non-existent church 
was seventeen dollars, mostly m pennies But someone gave a new 
comer shop, and this, under Frank’s vigorous direcnon, grew 
speedily mto the Church of the Good Shepherd. . . . 

There grew out from it a hospice for young men which 
developeo mto a community ofhospiccs spreadmg through other 
ciaes . . . . 

Expcnencc with the younger generation at the hospice taught 
Frank how to handle the grown-ups; especially never to lose his 
temper, as no one was likely to pick it up. From a child he learned 
later never to laugh at other people’s faults (“You arejust as funny 
yourself”) Frank’s secret of gettmg boys up early on Sunday 
mommgs was not to scold but to announce there would be pan- 
cakes on the table at mne sharp. After that all were doivn on nme, 
some before time. . . . 

And now Frank had trouble. Bodi hospice and settlement w ere 
under the same control — a committee of clergy and laity. After 
five years there came a clash, bnngmg about the second big crisis 
m Frank’s hfe, and leading presently to the estabhshment of the 
Oxford Group movement. The busmess committee were strong 


255 



SUPPtrMENT 


on balancing the budget, as business committees alwajsare Some- 
times the budget would not balancc~-whcn the ^oung folk were 
numerous and hungr) So the Committee requested Frank to 
reduce the rauons The spirit ofOhver Twist stirred within Frank, 
who resented the order, and nursed ill-will against the six persons 
who were dommating him m this respect 
“Here,” he frankly admits, “I failed I said the Committee w ere 
behaving badij. Yet m) work had become m) idol All I should 
have done was to resign and let it go at that Right m ni) convic- 
tion, I was wrong m harbounng ill-will I left and came abroad, 
my health badly affected b) overwork Di route I had the \ ision of 
'Care' m Horace's Ode, following me on a charger, alwajsjust 
behind I could almost hear the horses' hoofs and feel their breath 
m the back of m) neck 

‘Travelling through Italj, and other parts of the Contment, I 
found m) waj back to England, and so up to Keswick, where a 
con\cnnon was in progress And there something happened* 
Something for which I shall aKva)$ be grateful " 

A tiny viUage church A txn> congregation A speaal afternoon 
meeting The speaker— a woman* No thunder, no lightning, no 
cloud, no supernatural \ oicc, but a simple, straightforward, con- 
vcrsauonal talk ro a gathering of about seventeen persons, mclad- 
ing Frank The w oman speaker spoke about the Cross of Chnst, of 
the smnerand the One who haa made full saasficnon for the sms 
of the world 

“A doanne which I kneiv as a bo),” says Frank, “%>hich my 
Church bcheved, which Ihadalwa)sbccn taught and which that 
day became a great reality for me I had entered the httle church 
wth a divided will, nursmg pnde, selfishness, lU-wiU, which pre- 
vented me from functiomng as a Christian minister should. The 
woman’s simple talk person^sed the Cross for me that day, and 
suddenly I had a poignant vision of the Crucified, 

“ Widi this deeper experience of how the love of God m Chnst 
had bndged the chasm dividing me from Him, and the new sense 
of buoyant life that had come, I returned to the home feelmg a 
powerM urge to share my cxpcnence Thereupon I wrote to the 
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His language sras unthcological He desenbed the changes m men 
SO hke ourselves tint interest was nveted at once 
How else could it have been done’ By sermons’ By uplifting 
appeals’ B) philosophic subtleaes' All these were familiar bu^ 
here w as somethmg new Or was it new’ At least fresh, and ther 
fore mterestmg Somehow our debate had been forgotten, w' 
went put sa^nng to one another, “What do >ou thmk of this fel^ 
low A thmg of rare courage had been done among men accusi 
tomed to courage of another sort It rather took our breath awa 
leaving more than a note ofmterroganon ’ ’ 

A w eek or tw o later Frank returned to Oseford with three Ca 
bndge men to spend the w eek-end They came to tell us what th°^' 
contact with Frank had meant to them Yet they were not speak ^ 
about a mam These men were not the t)pe that one 
assoaates with rehgious enthusiasm, one of them was a lead ^ 
Cambndge Rugger Blue, the other two were ex-officers of 
cultured, attractive tj-pe More than that, they seemed to hav 
radiance, subde ) et distmct, m tbeir faces and manners and a p ^ 
fellowship among themselves that were as attractive as thev w 
unforced ) 

That evening m our rooms these men spoke easilj, yet co 
vincrngl) , of a new power that had come mto their lives to hel * 
them with their problems They immediately captured the att ^ 
non of the Oxford men Granted that it wras domg what was 
done — 1 c., talkmg about personal rehgion — ^)et it was done 
w a) that could offend no one. but only gam their confidence ^ 
sjTnpathv 

Tbeir words were the words of honest men out to share som 
thmg good with an^ one who had the sense to receive it 

Following their visit groups of men w ould dnft together m th 
quad and discuss this apparendy new thmg Discussion raoirll^ 
changed to deeper mterest, even to astonishment, when it b^ ^ 
known that some of the atheists and agnostics were differ 

There w-as abroad m the Collie an air of expectancy ^ ha» ^ 

this all about’ 

The new quahty of honesty became infectious It continued to 
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man He does not wander voluntardy in ins spiritual Lfe he goes 
direct to the Source all the time, and expects the Source to come 
direct to him This disciplmc at heart of the movement means 

complete freedom The paradox of Chnsnamty 
Frank is a child hsterung to God and obcjing Him imphatly, 
and gettmg all those around him to do the same And no one will 
e\cr understand this movement who does not accept this as a 
Working hypothesis whether he beheves it or not at the start 
After a time he begins to see it is true 


4 

SON OF PENNSYLVANIA 

On Dr Bnc/itim's sixtieth hirt/iJay, 4 June, 1938, the AHenlctni 
Morning Call hts honietofiM tieuspaper, dciotcd a pa^e to the story 
oflus career A feu paragraphs from this feature article arc quoted below 
It ti as preced<.d by a vote in « huh the ^itor 11 rote 
"Noit' on his sixtieth birthday ammersary from his many friends of 
hts bo) hood and yoiithf il days tn this city, will 00 forth suuerest u isn 
and hope that the biimuig zeal that has propelled hts tdta u ith singleness 
of purpose during all the } cars may eatnmuc strong for the consummation 
of all the loft) purposes u huh that idea embraces 

Frank buciiman has his roots in the soil of Penns)Kama If 
^ou \nsit Pennsburg xMth him — a rare cjcpcnencc — he %\ill show 
}ou the old sxvimming hole where he would swim permission or 
no and old Jonathan s cherr) tree whose fruit was so temptmg on 
a warm day He wall pm wnth deep affccuon about those old 
places surrounding them with the magic of his childhood and 

! ,ou know that here is a man who. after tra\ clhnq the world oxer, 
o\ cs no place as w ell as die Pcruisj K*3nta town where he xx'as boni 
Duchman toda) IS tile same quiet forceful Amencan He is six 
fccrtal! stronglj-buih clean shaken He is disaplincd alert full 
orwtalitN His c) cs fiax c the depth ora man w fio Miow s tfic w orfd 
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operate tlic followinq term at Oxford Old fnends began asking 
the reasons for nn% cliangcs A group ofsix met one night A few 
nightslatcf anothcrsixmcnwcrcmMtcd Fort) four men actuallj 
turned up, and e adjourned to Uic Junior Common Room Four 
of the men had fortified thcmselscs before coming and iscrc 
slightl) tips) 

The Mtriol of tlicir attacks somehow failed to penetrate the 
charm and reality of the atmosphere We were deiinireJ) on the 
side of the angels The message had established itself among us 
and to oppose itwas not pnmani) a sin agarmt God buta breach 
of good form Pra\cr was offered pubhdj from a Umvcnit) 
pulpit thanking Goa for the illumination that had come to Oxford 


3 

FRANK BUCHMAN S SECRET 

Frein For Smnen Onl> tyAJ Russell 

What is the SECRETofFrankspower He repealed it to me on 
the afternoon ofEastcr Da) dunng one ofhis gay chats 0%cr tea 
at Oxford 

I was very busy (Frank began) working eighteen to twent) 
hours ever) day So bus) that I had o telephones m my bed 
room Still I was dissatisfied with the results There was a constant 
coming and going but the changes m the Ii\ cs of m) visitors w ere 
inadequate and not rc^ olucionar) enough to become permanent 
So I deaded on a radical procedure — to give that hour of the da) 
from five to six m the morning wrhen the phones were unlikely to 
nng to listen for the Still Small Voice to inspire and direct 
It IS impossible to undentand Frank at all unless he is thought of 
as alw'ays m God s presence Iistenmg for direction and accepting 
power which he says is the normal wray for a sane human being 
ro Ls c Prank is an example of the psychological!) mature man 
thoroughly mtegrated round the highest relationship possible to 


260 



CONTEMPORARY PORTRAITS OF FRANK BUCHMAN 


Some nation,” he saj s, “must find God’s will as her destni) and 
God-guidcd men as lier representatives at home and abroad Some 
nation must produce a new leadership, free from the bondage of 
fear, nsmg above ambition and flexible to the direction of God s 
Hoi) Spint Such a nation will be at peace within herself, a pace- 
maker and a peacemaker m the world 
“Will It be America^’* 


5 

FRANK BUCHMAN’S LEADERSHIP 

By the Hon C J Hambro, foniterly Presidetit of the Norwegian 
Parliament, uj hts Foreword to a war-^iine edition of Dr Biicliman s 
speeches, 1944 

Dr Buchman’s LEADERSHIP 1$ not explained by his words 
alone His strength, the strength given to him, is to create an atmo- 
sphere, to make a small group of men and women or a tremendous 
gathenng eager to listen to God, and wiHing, at least for the 
moment, to yield their own selves, and open their hearts to God s 
plans for them 

This atmosphere is not created by any kmd of mystic ntes, by 
ccremomes, mcensc or music No stage is set, there are no para- 
phetnaha Frank’s approach is reabstic, it is factual, it is business- 
like He IS more like a scientist or a physiaan than a pnest or a mys- 
tic He has as deep a distrust of sennmentahsm and emotionalism 
as he has of authoritative pompousness and clerical unction He 
has a stronger bchef m silence than m words, and thesecret of his 
power hes m the “quiet time”, m the disaplmed effort to sweep 
the mmd clean of all thmgs trivial and temporal and make the soul 
ready to listen to the voice of God He knows that God is not m 
the "Wind and not m the earthquake and not in the fire, but in the 
still small \ Dice 

And the miracle happens that by appealing, not to emotion, but 
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They sparkle with friendliness and humour and yet look down the 
vistas of history’. But you carry away an impression not of the bold 
features but of the life which animates them. 

His frccdom-lov’ing ancestors came from Switzerland in 1740 
aboard the sailing ship Phoatlx. One of them fought svith Wash- 
ington at Valley Forge. A branch of the family pioneered in 
Minnesota. T)jc others settled in the town of Pennsburg. In this 
community of sturdy Americans of revolutionary' war ancestry, 
Duchman spent his boyhood. 

"His lather," say's tlie Call, "is still remenjbered as one of this 
community’s ethical businessmen, a Christian gentleman." His 
mother was a "quiet, cultured woman of deep insighf." From her 
Ijc gained the iron self-discipline tempered wit): an irresistible 
sense of humour, which arc today his familiar characteristics. From 
his father he learned his understanding of human nature, the genius 
of makinc friends which has endeared him to thousands around 
the world, ... 

He never forgets old friends. One of his earliest companions 
died tlus winter at the age of eighty— Mary Hemphill, whom he 
took from a tenement to be the cook at his boys’ hospice in Phila- 
’ dciphia. He found her broken and destitute after the death ofher 
husband, but she soon became the life of the household with her 
grand Irish humour. Whenever he came to America, he would 
squeeze out the hours to sb’p down to see Mary, taking liis friends 
with him. The last time was two years ago. The present was dim 
in her agemg mind, but the years of service in the hospice stood 
out vividly. "He’s a great friend,” she said, pointing to Frank 
Buchman; then smihng, "but he makes you walk a chalk line.” 
We laughed and understood. There was a titled lady present and 
others of worldly position, but Mary -was queen of the evening. 
FraJtk Buchman treats all people alike. They are all regal souls to 
him. 

As he loves men, so he loves nations. He carries the world m his 
heart. The greatest tragedy to him is the spectacle of nations losing 
their way; the greatest need in die world is die need foe em- 
boldened leadership ; the greatest sin, the sin of an inadequate plan. 
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Some nation he says must find God s wdl as Ear Ra * 

God guided men as her representatives at home and abro 5 d”L™‘^ 
nauon must produce a new leadership free from the bondav ""f 
far nsmg above ambinon and flexible to the direcuon of roR°^ 
Holy Spirit Such a nation will be at peace within herself a nae “ 
maker and a peacemaker m die world 
Will It be America^ 


FRANK BUCHMAN S LEADERSHIP 

the Ho;j C J Hainbro formerly Presidatl of the 
Parha mit m his Foremord to a war time edition of Dr Biieh tfa * 
speeches 1944 ^ 

DrBuchman s leadership is not explained by his wor4. 
alone His strength the strength given to him » to create an atmo 
spnere to make a small group of men and women or a trernendm,. 
gathering eager ro listen to God and wilhng at least for the 
moment to yield their own selves and open their hearts to God c 
plans for them 

This amiosphere is not created by any kmd of mystic ntes bv 
ceremomes incense or music No stage is set there are no para^ 
pnemaha Frank s approach is realistic it is factual it is busmess 
bke He is more hke a scientist or a physician than a pnest or a mys 
Oc He has as deep a distrust of sentimentahsm and emotionalism 
as he has of authoritative pompousness and clerical unction He 
has a stronger behef m silence than m words and the secret of his 
I^wer hes m the quiet time m die disciplined effort to sweep 
the mind clean of all thmgs trivial and temporal and make die soul 
ready to hsten to the voice of God He knows that God is not m 
the Wind and not m the earthquake and not m the fire but m the 
still small voice 

And the miracle happens that by appeahng not to emotion but 
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to reason, to common horse-sense— and b) the compelling strength 
of his spiritual convicuon— he communicates this knowledge to 
nearly all those who arc present at his meetings The sccpac, the 
cymic, thcinhdcl, theathcist — even thcjoumalisr — who has attend- 
ed one of those gadicnngs, somenmes umvnlhnglj, reluctantly, 
shamefacedly has to admit that he has felt, at lease for a fleeting 
moment, what, for want ofa better cxpbnauon, he agrees to call 
the presence of God 

That IS why it is of jmporunce to gi\ c an idea of the setting of 
the meetings of the Oxford Group to see them with the eyes of 
the observer, to hear the cvidcnccofthosc who attended But even 
so the picture w ould be incomplete wathout some indica tions as to 
what happened after the mcctmgs — such as arc given m the vanous 
sections of this book 

It is quite simple, and at the same nme it is not easy to explain 
The Oxford Group did not bring any new message, for it was all 
there But they made aggressive^ alive what had been dormant, 
they ploughed and harrowed and disseminated the good seed over 
a soil that had lam fallow for so long a time that people had for- 
gotten chat It should bear fruit In most Chnsoan countnes people 
were shy to mention the name of God (except when sw eanng) and 
soil more the name of Chnst It simply warn t done It was embar- 
rassing It made people self-consaous and ill at ease 
Frank Buchman and his team did not pretend to re-create 
people The) tried to change them And wherever the Group went 
there was this same samng of the deep waters 
As we were looking on this modem Christian brotherhood 
therecametomanyofussomewords wntrenby G K, Chesterton 
m his beautiful little book on St Pranas of Assisi 

The servants of God who had been a besieged garrison 
became a marching army , the ways of the world were filled 
as with thunder with the trampling of their feet and far 
ahead of that ever swelling host went a man smgmg 
Now between Frank from Assisi and Frank from Allentown 
there is as much diiference as hemeen daily life m Italy m the 
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twelfth century and daily life in die U S A in the tivenaeth cen- 
tury And stJl there is this deep spmtual kinship, a connecting 
dream, a vision, an action 

For under Frank Buchman’s very senous consaousness of rc- 
sponsibihty, behmd Ins often quite stem cffiaencj , behind his keen 
and sometimes iromc sense of humour, there is the lovable httle 
boy who more than anything else would hke to go smgmg far 
ahead of an ever-swelling crowd And as a matter of fact, that is 
what Frank has been domg for a number of years, followed by 
men. and women, who through him have been liberated and are no 
longer besieged by the forces of egotism and selfishness people 
who are hving m a new spint of fellowship and m a complete 
freedom from fear, because they have nothmg to hide 
“By their fruits ye shah know them ” And the fnnts of the 
Oxford Group were very sweet Those who saw ivith an open 
mind and an open soul how Frank Buchman $ team worked, felt 
about them somethmg that might have been articulated m die 
words Chesterton used about the Crusaders 

They were renounced by their children and refuted by 
their biographers , they were exposed, they were exploded, 
they were ridiculed, and they were tight 
These men and women came and no matter how cnncal we 
were, no matter how cas) it was to be sarcasne at their expense, 
there were some things that could not be laughed aw a) The) had 
a quahty of hfe which wc were lacking they had succeeded m foi- 
gettuig their osvn egos, they svcrc alwajs eager to help and to 
serve , they covdd talk quite opcnlj and naturally about things that 
wc stored away m the secret places of the heart until wc could not 
find them when we wanted them, because \%e had lost the key to 
our owm treasury They could gladly admit their mistakes and 
apologise for them , they could opaJy make resumuon if thc> had 
wonged anybody And themostobviousthingofall— thc^ ^^erc 
happy, there were no secret burdens wciglung on their minds 
As I am trymg to do what my fnrads ha\e asked me and w ntc 
some introductory words to this book, m> thoughts go back to 
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thatfirstliouscpartj inNon\aj,m 1934 tom) wifculioscgrcat- 
hcartcd conception of hospttalit), wliosc tremendous sense of 
humour, mdomiwblc cnerg) and sovereign disregard of and dis- 
belief m difhcultics md obstacles made those first house parocs m 
Norw a) possible M) thougbtsgoioFrankBuchman, tbecatal)st 
wlio made possible the united church front m Norsv a) in this \\ ar, 
my thoughts go to Frank, the imtinng open-hearted smiling 
friend in gratitude for all that he has been and done We knou 
tliat whenever we have been true to him we have been true to 
ourselves 

My thoughts go to all those who came — in cunosity m dis- 
belief, in suspicious longmg I see Freddie Ramm whose life m the 
prisons of German) burst through the walls of Nazism as a h) mn 
oftnumph I sec Ronald f^ngen who came out a victor after tw o 
years of solitary confinement m dungeons and dark cells, Bishop 
Berggtav who w as confined to a log cabin m the woods with his 
Gestapo bodyguard I see men and women who were m concen- 
tration camps some who have died and some who have hved a 
dangerous life to the tune of A Might) Fortress is our God — 
which some of them had never sung untu they came to that house 
party at Hosbjor To all of them Frank Buchman meant some- 
thmg important Not all of them who came were changed — and 
we all need constant change — but all of them were m sonic way 
altered, hfe was never agam exactly what it had been before that 
cxpcnencc 

The Germans decreed in Nonvaj that the Oxford Group was a 
part of the Bntish Intclhgcnce Service and should be harsUy sup- 
pressed — a most flattering and slightly ndiculous compliment to 
the British Infelhgence Service The Gestapo feared and hated the 
Oxford Group as they could never feat and hate the Bntish lotelb 
gence Service They hated them as men hate and fear the ideals 
the) have lost and prostituted the faith they have betrayed- The) 
feared them because instinctively they knew the Oxford Group 
was part of God s Intelligence Service preparing the way for an 
ulmnate defeat of the pnnaples of evil 
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6 

THE GROWTH OF A WORLD FORCE 

From The World Rebuilt, by Peter Howard, 1951^ 

Frank buchmanis an American of distinguished Swiss descent 
One of his ancestors was the successor to Zwmgh m Zunch and 
transKtor of the Koran mto German After his family came to 
America m 1740 they settled in Pennsylvama One ancestor fought 
widi Washington at Valley Forge Another was the first man to 
enhst m Abraham Lincoln’s army dunng the vvar between the 
States 

In the year 1921 Frank Buchman was invited by a Bntish rmh- 
tary adviser to join Kim at Washington dunng the Disarmament 
Conference It was a significant occasion for rwo reasons First, 
because on the tram to Washington the impellinc tliought filled 
Buchman’s mmd, “Resign, resign, resign’’ He faced the moral 
challenge to be wiUmg to abandon the finannal secuncy and com- 
fort of a salaried position for an unknoivn road Second, because 
the Conference sessions confirmed his conviction that plans for 
world peace were inadequate unless they reckoned with the neces- 
sity of a change m human nature “You can plan a new world on 
paper,” he often says, “but you must build 11 out of people ” 

Soon he w as enlisting and traming people of every stratum of 
society to bnng to their nations a basic change in economic, socul, 
national and international relauomhips, all stemming from per- 
sonal change Witlun a few years, through the impact of a 
returning group of Rliodcs Scholars who had met him in Oxford 
Umvcrsity, Buchman’s work was to acquire nadon-w^dc sigm- 
ficancc m South Africa The Press of that councrj fint bestowed 
on his fnends the tide of “The Oxford Group’ 

The work spread rapidly By the ’thirties it had become world- 

' Pms LtmJon DaeS Siam md Pwrr Nw Yevk jpfi 
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NMclc Norway’s delegate at Genoa, later to become President of 
tile League ofNations, said "Where we have failed in changing 
politics , ) ou have succeeded m changing In es, and gn cn men and 
women a nc^v wa) ofhving ” 

In realisticallj faang the facr chat armed conflict could not 
fmallj deade the ideologicaJissuemthcworld.Buchman launched 
the programme of Moral Re-Armament which stated the need of 
moral force to wm a war and to build ajust peace 

Frank Buchman s insight and action began to sar the nadom to 
prepare for the ideological conflict This was precisely what the 
Fascists and Communists feared most, that to the industrial and 
armed might ofthc dcmocraocs should be added the supcrfbrccof 
an inspired ideology His action roused the best patnooc forces m 
the democraaes and mcvitaW) the oppostdon of the subs erase 
forces As carl) as 1917 lus cxpenenccs in the Far East had taught 
him the godless basis of Communism Lihcsvuc he clearly under- 
stood the basic materialism of Fascism He said ‘We have Com- 
munism and Fascism, two world forces And where do they come 
from’ From Matcnalism which is the mother of all the 'isms’ It is 
the spirit of anu-Chnst which breeds corrupooii anarchy and 
tevolunon It imdcmunes our homes, it sets class against class it 
divides die nation ’’ 

From the beginning he washcavjy attacked by all who did not 
W7sh to see a moral ideology take root in the world The Com- 
mumst attacks were based on the usual technique of calling any one 
they feared a Fascist The Nans said that his work supphes the 
Christian garment for world democratic aims It is clearly 
opposed to National Socialism ’ 

Yet some of the icry people who told Buchman lease us 
alone’ or ‘ go and change Hidcr , and whose owm complacency 
almost sold out the democratic cause a few y ears after, w ere the 
people who later hinted diat MRA s efforts m Germany proved 
that Buchman was pro-Nan The fact is that Buchman never met 
Hider and Hitler svas too cautious to get mro Budiman’s orbit 
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Nor was Bucliman an mtimate of Himmler or of any other mem- 
ber of the Nizi hierarchy 

The influence of Buchmans work did stretch into Nazi Ger- 
many just as today it is pwietrating beliind the Iron Curtain 
Indeed Ludendorff" s magazine at one pomt warned solemnly that 
the sweet poison of Moral Re-Armament is seeping over our 
borders Small wonder that even before the war the Nazis 
banned MRA hterature Their invading armies had instructions to 
suppress MRA wherever they went 

Were these facts not m themselves a tribute to Buchman s effec- 
tiveness’ And might not history have taken a different turning if 
the democracies had themselves been armed with an ideology of 
change and known how to bring it to Germany and to every 
nation m the years between the wars’ 

Today when events have been successively proving the right 
ness of Buchman s ideological insight while continuing to stress 
the danger of Communism he has increasingly emphasised that 
anti-Communismisnotacure The answer he says lies m a moral 
and spiritual ideology adequate to cure the moral weaknesses of 
our civilisanon and creative enough to win the allegiance of masses 
of people in every land who justifiably look for change 

Although statesmen have sought his aid somenmes publicly and 
more often privately although he is human!) speaking the leader 
of a major world force yet Buchman has never lost his humour 
and his unique canng for individuals and their needs has grown 
through the years 

In this task of remaking the world to which he has dedicated 
himself he has shown another great quality rare in our tunc of 
developing and traimng others to take responsibiht) He often 
says You have never succeeded unless you have trained ten men 
to do your work better than you can do it yourself The con 
tmuance of his life work is secured for the future by tlic principle 
of revolutionary teamwork 

His love for people his sensimaicss to ilicir needs and failures 
Vus gift for creating in them the will to h\ c their best is an art It 
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i\ the secret of the growth ofhw worl It is an an which he sa)$ 
can be normal fores cf) man A Scottish miner Peter O Connor 
will ofan inierMcw which he Ind with Prank Buchman In m> 
half hour witli \ou 1 was helped more than bj an) other living 
soul To which Iluchman commented /r w-as not m) art Ins 
God s art 

Since engaging on dm work rhirt) jcari ago Buchman has 
never had a pernunent home His force offiil!) trained personnel 
IS m the hundreds The) work without salar) )ctthc) never go 
hungr) S3)s Frank Bijchinan of iJiJS facr Where God guides 
He provndes 

Thousands of people convinced of the basic ncccssit) of this 
answer sacrifice to advance this rcvolutionar) force Tlicrcbavc 
rare!) been large gifts Tlicrc have been thousands of small gifts 
not from surpms but from sacnfice His work is financed and 
maintained m the spirit of the American Declaration of Inde 
pcndencc With a firm reliance on the protecnon of Divine 
Providence we mufuallj pledge fo each other our lives our for 
tunes and our sacred honour From the earl) da\s Prank Buch 
mans work has advanced through tlic sacrifices of thosw who 
behev c in it Men offer for the faith ihcv hold most dear the things 
they count most precious People have qivai of their wages their 
capital their houses their sav^n^s 

In Bntam for example dockers miners and shop stew ards in 
many parts of the cotintr) have formed fighting funds This 
enables their delegations to come to Caux and coiirnburc to the 
runmng of the Assembly there 

A former European Communist asked whether industriahsts 
contributed to the funds of Moral Re Armament rcpl ed Some 
do I wish more did Every worker should rejoice when business- 
men b^m to inv«rzn a force that IS fighting effectively for soaal 
justice and a new world order 

Those who have seen a new spint transfomung their homes 
their industries and their commumoes wish to do all they can to 
make this essential commodit) availaUc to others 
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Tile accounts of MR A arc audited 5 early and deposited with the 
autlionncs accordmg to regulation ^ 

Under the Income Tax Act of 1918 the incorporated body of the 
Oxford Group m Great Britain is now recognised as a chanty, and 
IS entitled to the accompanying privileges, including the right to 
reclaim tax on gifts received under covenant 
Every pound m MRA goes far further than m any commercial 
concern or government department The advance of the work has 
been out of all proportion to the size of its budget For when 
workers, however highly qualified or experienced give service 
without salary , admimstrativc costs are cut to a fraction 

Every activity of MRA is planned to combine the greatest 
advance of the work with the most economic use of funds and 
services so sacnficially provided 

Frank Buchman is a man avith a host of friends across the world 
Typical IS this letter received from a changed veteran Commu- 
nist leader m the Ruhr, twenty five years a member of the Party 
until he met Frank Buchman 

“The fight IS tough but it 1$ a fine thing and I am grateful to be 
able to be in it avith my family The Good must conquer All my 
spare time I spend m talking with people about this ideology and 
also, as well as I can I try to live as an example of it I have many 
human mistakes and weaknesses to overcome and my family also 
God has to help us time and time again But of one thing I am 
certam I have never been so happy and so contented as I am today 
That I owe to you 

Now I must stop this pen-work and give you warmest greet- 
ings from all my family which consists of myself my wife my 
daughter and my son-in law At the same time I wish you the best 
of health 

But above all I svish success to this wonderful ideology m all 
lands so that mankind can once agam become happy 


fa live vk Mcssk Pwk Wwethause aiul Cotnpaay 
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THE MAKING OF A MIRACLE 

itifoniial tnlL by Dr FriniL Biichman at the IVerld Assembly for 
Moral Re-Ariiiainc}]t, Rioersi/le, CaUforma, June, 1948* 


This AFTERNOONl\%anttotakeyoubackfort) years to the time 
when the then Chairman of the Democratic National Committee 
asked me to come to State College, Pennsylvama, and sec whether 
I could do an) thing to settle the differences between the faculty 
and the students who did nor seem to tinderstand each other He 
was on the Board of Trustees and he was womed And he ought 
to have been svomed There svas a smke on, a students’ strike The 
atmosphere was antagomsac and he had an idea that I could find 
the solution I had no such idea at all I frankly told lum 1 didn't 
think It was my job But he kept after me and fmally I consented 
to go 

It was there that I found the laboratory that made what is hap- 
pemng here possible The life of the students reflected the godless- 
ness of the place The first night I got there, there were nineteen 
liquor parties Someone said it was so wet you could float a 
battleship 

Nowadays students’ strikes are nothmg unusual I went to Lima, 
in Peru, and the first thing the British Mmistcr told me was, “There 
IS a students’ stnke on, ’ The same thing in Santiago, or Cairo 
■Where\ cr you go now y ou find them, but m those days they w ere 
a ranty One e&ct they had on the students was that they could 
never wm at football And thar studies were anything but A’s, 
and there was a sense of a fog surroundmg that wholeplace It was 
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a beautiful spot inthc\cr>ccntrcofPcnns\lvama andthcColIege 
Alma Mater goes 

Where the \alc of old Mount Nittanj 
Meets the Eastern skj 
Proudl) stands our Alma Mater 
On a hilltop high 

Its high and its glonoiis — but there was defeat everywhere 
That s the product of some of our modem education That s one 
of Amcnca $ problems 

Now where do you begin’ M> job was to turn this umvcrsit) 
Godw ards That w as the problem The solution would have to be 
a nuraclc 

There w ore three men w ho w cre the focal points of the hfc of 
that uniscrsit) The first of these was a feUow with the name of 
Bill PicUc Now remember what our fnend Calosso* said today 
I am going to tell how this message reaches the ordinary man the 
poor man just tlic man Calosso ralkcd about Bill PicUc was an 
important factor in the 1 fe of that university He was the illegm 
mate son of a colonel He had a w^fe and nvelve children and 
every body called them the Pickles His job m the day time was to 
be hostler for the locil physiaan At night he worked for the 
students to whom he peddled liquor 1 used to set his stealthy 
figure sneaking about the spiral staircases leading to the students 
rooms at all houn of dark I ights He was a fnend not only of all 
the undergraduates but of all the recent graduates and the old 
Alumni AtfootballgimcsandcollegcfestivalsBillwasabusy man 
There was a State law against saloons and he had to supply hquor 
for the whole place 

Bill soon knew of my arrival and he used to say he would like 
to stick a knife into me He was strong stockily built avith a 
funous walrus moustache and die looks of a roanng pirate But he 
had all the charm of a wonderful sinner who could become a com 

A pre ous speaker as S gnor Umberto Calosso Member of the Italian 
Pari ament and ed tor of Umim la S gno Calo o had described Moral 
Re Armamci t a the Go pel pronounoKl to the poo 
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pcilinp wint. I’ll let you into the cud of the story. He came to 
Knglaml with me and was at the Oxford house parn% He went to 
the League cf Nations ssith me. And I’ll never forget when we 
wcjit out to Croydon airport and before wc flew to Geneva 
together, he prayed that the pbnc would get there safely. 

Let's sec how this stor\’ develops because this is the sort of thing 
you are going to do. It will mean a lot to you and it will develop 
you just the way it developed me. I Icarticd many lasons in Penn 
State tljai are the foundation of what wcarc doing now. 

Now tlic second character of the storv' w'as a graduate student 
who possessed ever)* physical grace and charm. He was one ofthc 
most attractive personalities I ever met. He was the son of a 
Supreme Courijudgc and the grandson ofthc Governor ofa State. 

I Iis name was U. At the moment he is in England, has spent the 
winter in London where he has recently been in my home. He 
came to Caux last year. 

Wc became friends. He was a Southerner, and every Soutlicmcr 
hk« fried chicken and beaten biscuits for breakfast. I had a svon- 
dcrful cook. Mar)% She was a mar^•cllous soul. I w ish I had time to 
tell you her stof)', how she and her two sons were won. That's 
another miracle. 

Now li. loved to ride, and wc rode together a great deal. I knew 
he was a t)^ of person with whom you used intelligent restraint 
and nonchalant reserve. I didn't ever talk to him about tlic things 
that meant most to me. Never. Wc talked about everything else 
under the sun; and that is an art you need tolcam. ButB. was get- 
ting more interested and intrigued widi the atmosphere around 
me. 

One day he said, “Let's ride to the Club.” I'll never forget it. It 
was a sleet)’ day, the sort of day that rain freezes on the telegraph 
wires. I thought to myself, “Let’s ride to the Club ! Has he lost his 
semes?” 1 thought ofthc horses’ legs, lt\vas snowy. It was winter. 

We walked those horses fifteen miles to the Club. Wc settled in 
for a good dinner. I W’as chilled to the bone and had several cups of 
coffee. Then wc went to bed. 

It was one of those nights when coffee does its work. I heard the 
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clock Strike tin eleven, twtisc, one Finally, is the clock struck 
two, m) fnend said to me, “Arc you asleep’ ’ 

“No Arc you asleep' ’ 

“No Would you like to talk’” 

“Yes What ibout’” 

‘ I wish you would tell me wltat Jesus Christ tueaiu to you ” 

So I told him We tilkcd on and on for several hours Finally he 
said, Tm not going to be a Christian ” 

“Who asked you’’ I said 

“Not^ou I know you ire cautious ind prudent I know you 
respect my rcscr\ c ’ 

So I asked him what he believed m “Confucius,” was the sur- 
prising reply 

So I asked him to tell me about Confucius He didn’t seem to 
know a great deal about him So I told him about my visit to 
Confuaus’ grave and how I had been entertained at tea by the 
seventy -sixth descendant of the sage and seen Ins seventy-seventh 
descendant on a day that was so cold that he had to wear four 
coats 

Then I said to him “Try your Confucianism on a chicken thief 
who is a friend of mine, on his wife and five cluldren, and sec how 
It works ” 

B agreed And for the next few months he gave money to the 
chicken thief’s wife to keep the home together and paid for treats 
for the children He spoke to the chicken thief hirnself Somehow 
he didn t have much success The chicken thief was soon in jail for 
catching chickens by pressing a sponge soaked m chloroform under 
their beaks and carrying them off unconscious One of lus sons 
who was in the same business accompanied him to jail The stu- 
dent worked with the family, did everything for them and tried 
to behave as a true Confuaanist 

Finally he came to me m utter despair, and said I give up The 
more I give them the more they want 
B was learning an important lesson He was trymg to solve the 
whole problem of social service without Christ, treating the imme- 
diate surface conditions without toudiing the root cause 
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Nou B \s-jj willint* to tr) 'injtlimq 
‘'\Vhat\NouM>ou^o,rnnI.' hcsaiJ “Would joupraj about 

U'“ 

So I sugRLStcd that since he hadn’t got far with the chicken thief 
now in prison, we miglit pra> for Bill Pickle B agreed readiK 
“You pra}," said I It jsalua}s betrer to get other people to do 
the pra) mg w lien possible 

SoB pra)ctl “OGod.ifthercbcaGod.helpustochangcBill 
Pickle, Mrs Pickle and all the Pickles Amen “ 

Some of)ou would sa) it wasn’t an orthodox pra)er, but it 
soon brought an answer 

Next da) Bill was pla)mg baseball wijb a ream of which be 
was the manager InthccscningB andlwcrconourwa) to\isit 
sonic fncndswlio had a lose!) counir) place The) were a charm- 
ing French famil) from Haute Sa\oic,just across from Caux, and 
the Chinese Minister from Washington was coming to sta) svith 
them m the country Thev had imitcd us to see some cows and 
lassoing of steers — which the) thought would interest the Chinese 
Minister As we went through town, suddcnl) B said to me, 
“There’s Bid ’ He’d been celebrating the victor) of his team and 
was now challenging cverybod) to a fight 
Frankly I wasn't too keen to meet Bill, but B said “We’ve 
been pra) mg for him, now’s the time to do something “ 

Bill came m sight Now, I have a good-sized nose You sc 
noticed that* I though: to ni)sclf ‘ What if Bill hauls off * 

I once asked a Chinese fnend what he would do under these cir- 
cumstances ‘ Approach him from his blind side,’’ he told me 
So I walked up to Bid and put my hand on his biceps so that if 
he did haul off he wouldn t haul so hard' But what to do next 
The thought flashed into my mmd ‘Give him the deepest message 
)OU have ” 

“Bill ” I said “we’ve been praying for you “ 

To my surprise all the fight went out of Biii Tears came into 
his eyes He pointed to the churdi tower ‘ See that church over 
there^ I was there when the cornerstone was laid There is a penny 
of mine under it 
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I said, ‘ Bill, ) our mother must have been a qood w oiuan 
He said, “Siic w as a great \\oman ’ 

Then I introduced B “Mj fnend s been prasing for \ou too 
‘ Tint’s decent of him,’ said Bill ‘ He’s a gentleman Bill went 
on, ‘ Wh) don’t y ou come and see me some time 
I said, * r-uie, but an) time is no time Make it some time ’ 

Bill said, "Come next Thursda) night at $c\ cn 
No real duties in hfc c\ cr conflict You \ egot time for Bill u hen 
)ou arc on the \\a) to the Chinese Minister You \c time for B 
And ) ou make a date to see Bill next Thursda) night at sc\ cn 
So next Thursda) s\c s\cnt to see Bill m his unpainted home on 
Pickle Hill \shich some v,ag had chastened Hemr Heights It 
s\ as \ cry interesting You felt that e\er) knot-hole had an car or 
au c) c, but there wasn’t a soul in sight Bill had told the neighbours 
that we were coming and Bill imagined we were coming to 
changchim Tliat’sjustwhaiwcwcrcouttodo but wedidn t do 
it the wa\ he thouche we would And Bill had shaved for the 
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andjust before his address thcBishop said to me, “Do )ou mmd if 
I put up decision for Chnst to these men toda) ‘ ’ I tliought to 
m>scjf, ‘ Whar does this man dream he is doing’ Doesn’t he realise 
he ism a State college'” You see, my idea of the Holj Spintwas 
1 sort of fi\c-b)-cic»ht picture, and 1 didn't think much ssould 
Jiappcn But the Bishop \\ cm ahead and the first man to stand up 
wasm) fncndD He committed himself, and some eight) fellows 
followed his example, lor B \\ as one of the most popular men m 
the Unncrsit) Itwasncw tome I had neser seen it before Ihad 
neser been reared in that tradition It is amazing how wcarcrcared 
m our different traditions, and mine was ver} conservame and 
\cr) cautious 

Now manj people w ould feel that it had been a successful meet- 
ing and leave it at that ButB wanted to go furdier 
He said “There arc a lot of things I don’t understand and I 
don’t know an) thing about m\ Bible or pra) er, and I don’t know 
much about winning people ” 

So I said, ‘ Let's spend the summer together ’ 

We set off" foe the West That w as the first time I ever w ent to 
Mackinac, just fort) )earsago WhatawondcrfulpIaccMackinac 
Island IS * Then we went on to Montana w here B ’s grandfather 
used to be Governor WclcamedthetruthsofthcBiblcever) da), 
pra)er and the fullest openness between us, shanng cserjthing 
most natural!) That is how we spent the summer Thenitwasjust 
wnth one man, now it happens with five thousand ten thousand 
people 

Supposmg that was the basis of the training of the Cabinet m 
your count!) Supposing that the} were guided b) God and could 
give to the people who came to them a saus^mg ej^enence of 
Chnst, wovddn t that be the answer' You give it to labour and 
management Think of Caux last summer w here the onls thing 
that bndged all the gaps of part) and nauonaht} w as that w e had 
this knowledge WeU this wasthe laboratory m which Ileamed it 
I learned another thing at State College When Bill peddled 
liquor to these students 1 often saw them earned dovm at night 
r have seen real catastrophe in the hves of students and I saj , ver) 
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Sincerely and very bluntly it s a hell of a life if you don t have the 
Gospel of Jesus Chnst There is onij one thing which is adequate 
and It IS someone who can change you someone who loves you 
If you have this power men and women \vill come to you mght 
and daj for an answer All sorts of people 
That French family who lived m the country had a Catholic 
chapel on their estate and a wonderful Insh pnest who also served 
the student congregation He saw what was happening We got 
people m the masses and then sent them back to Mass Some had 
been pretty thoughtless about gomg to Mass but when we got 
among the masses and prepared them they went back to Mass 
with a real experience We never had any trouble m that Umver 
sity beUveen Cathohe and Protestant And the pnest was all for it 
He would come and want to know how to change people himself 
This IS an art that everyone wants to learn and heaven help us if 
wc don t learn it Wc need to learn it for the sake of our osvn 
children Your osvn children must come and tell you about them- 
selves and you will share with them because ) ou know \^ hat a 
rascalyou were yourself That is the way to \Mn your children and 
that IS the reason why tlus crowd of youth flocks around They 
Will go to a man who understands them who doesn t talk too 
good or appear too wise a man who shares 
And then I learned another thing I was so fausj with people 
coming to make appointments svith me that I had to have tsvo 
telephones m my room But I had another telephone one that 
brought me messages from the Living God He told me what to do 
and I wrote It dosvn Thcrcisnovirtucaboutwrinngitdown but 
I have a treacherous memorj Itisjustlikcasicsc Ever) thing goes 
through and I forger so I wnre it dosvn If)ou have a mcmor> 
that keeps things m a photographic wa) >ou are to be compli- 
mented but I am a smpid man and I have to wntc them down 
Isaiah had this experience Tlie Lord God hath gnen me the 
tongue of the learned that I should know how to speak a word in 
season to lum that is wear) He wakcneih morning b) mommg 
He w akeneth mine car to hear as the learned I belies c there was 
a Church Father a long nme ago who did just cxacdj what I do 
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At the nextjunction touu Bill knew the places w here there was 
liquor, but b) now he felt cverybod) had tlicir eje on him Have 
you c\cf had that feeling' Ever) bodj looking at you, but nobody 
IS Well, that’s ) our conscience 
The next meal was on the trim Bill and I had one of those seats 
just for t\so One of the men who used to be an agnostic gave 
thanks for the food When agnostics change, the) do wonderful 
things Iwouldnevcrhavcdoncit 
Then Bill said sudden!), “That fcHow spoiled my meal ” At 
first 1 thought he meant thccolourcd waiter who had served him, 
but Bill said, “That fellow thanked the Lord for his food M) 
mother used to do it, but I didn’t know people did it any more 
We never thank the Lord for ours ’’ 

We reached Niagara Falls and there the blow fell He found we 
were going to spend tiic night m i Temperance hotel I hadnt 
arranged it Dili dug his heels m and said he would not sta) at any 
Temperance hotel He didn’t see how any man could make it pa> 
without a bar And what would Bill’s fnends sa) if they heard he 
had slept m a Temperance hoteP 

'Don’t Worry about a little thing like that,” I said, “let’s go 
upstairs and turn in ’’ 
r suggested a bath 

Bill said, "A bath ’ ’and glared at me over his walrus moustache 
“Do y ou Want me to catch my death of cold'” 

“No. Bill ” 

“Don’t you know,” he svent on, “dowm our way we se%v up in 
November and don’t unsewr again until March ” 

I didn’t press the pomt He put on his nightgown over his red 
HanneJ underwear Unfortunately he had to sleep in a folding bed 
He was a httle suspiaous of it, but Bnally got m 

I came back mto the room again and said Bill, we vc for- 
gotten something We’ve forgotten to pray 
“I can’t do them thmgs,” said Bill 
‘ rU help you,” I said 

Bill got slowly out of bed and on to his knees 
‘ You begin,’ said Bill 
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“Our Father,” I began 

“Our Father,” said Bill 

“Who art m Heaven,” I said 

“Who arc in Heaven,” continued Bill 

All of a sudden Bill said, “I used to know that ” 

“of course you did,” I said “It’s a prayer a great many people 
pray ” 

Bill said, “You lead along and I’ll follow ” 

So that’s the way we managed the Lord's Prayer And we went 
to bed 

Next mormng to my intense surprise on the railroad platform 
what did I see but B ’s luggage plastered all over with ‘ Niagara 
Falls Temperance Hotel” stickers Tliere were even five on the 
handle B accused me I said, “No ’ Bill played possum Later he 
owned up Bill was feebng at case with the students so much that 
he could play with them The wall which separated Bill soaally 
from them was already breaking down And Bill used to say that 
was the only money he spent on the trip ‘ I gave tlie porter 
twenty-five cents to put those stickers on ” 

We got settled in our hotel m Toronto I proposed we go to 
the meeting m the afternoon The Governor -General was presiding 
and SIX thousand people were gouig 
“No,” said Bill 

‘ what are you going to do’ ’ I said 

“I hear that fur is cheaper m Canada than in Amenca, said Bill 
“and I think I want to go out and look at fur overcoats 
‘ That’s a good idea Bill, but I think we ought to go to this 
meeting first 

“I’ll go on one condition, ’ he said Til sit m the back seat if 
you’ll sit with me ’ 

How many people are there who sit in church or go to anything 
m which they are not overly interested and sic m the back row 
But of course, this doesn’t apply to anybody here ' 

Bill tvasn’t a bit interested in the first speaker He spent his time 
counting up the number of people present to see if I’d told the 
truth about six thousand people bcim» there Quite a lot of people 
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w ho wrote dow n what the Lord said to lum And tlic Chinese tell 
ns that the strongest mcmor>'J$ weaker than the palest ink 
I came home from mj tnpwithB \ni New York One of the 
things I did there was to bu> anew bca\cr hat aspart ofmj wan- 
tcr’soutfit I paid more font than I should ha\c I wore it the first 
night we got back to State College We were walking down the 
street and who should we meet but Bill Billwasanactor Hclooked 
at mj hat and then w alkcd silentl) and adminnglj around me He 
didn t shake hands or cs cn saj he was glad to sec me 

He said, "You know , I would do almost an) thing for you if ) ou 
would gi\cmc that hat ” 

I said, "Bill, that hat is )our$ on one condition — if )ou wifi go 
with me to the Student Con\cntion in Toronto " 

He said. “I don’t mind if I do rU be up to see >oum the morn- 
ing " And offhc went with the beaver hat on his head 
Morning came, and there was Bdl m the doonva). 

‘‘I can’t go,” he snorted through his moustache “iVenothing to 
putm) clothes m ” 

Bill was like a lot of people who say “No” and mean "Yes” 
"Don’t worry about that,” I said, ‘ i’ll get ) ou something ” 
"No,” said Bill, “I’ll get it They’ll give me something up on 
the hiU ” 

Now I must mennon the third of the men m the Umversit), 
besides Dill and B , who was a focal figure for its change He was 
the agnostic Dean Every bod) loved him, popuLr, easy of access, 
charming, hospitable A man’s man, but an agnostic But he had a 
praymg wife He’s the sort ofhusband that some of you women 
here have You find them darned difficult, don’t )ou’ You arc 
patient but they arc difficult They have their own ideas, about 
money, about the use of capital, about taxes It’s amazmg how 
the) ’ve worked things out for their owm satisfaction and comfort, 
but from the woman s standpoint the) arc not entirel) satisfactory 
The Dean heard about my invitation to Bill You see, Bill s 
daughter w as a maid m the Dean’s house She told Mrs Dean and 
Mrs Dean told the Dean, and so die Dean came to sec me 
‘ I hear y ou arc gomg to take Bill Pickle to Toronto ’’ 
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I said, “Yes”, not knowing what his reaction would be I 
thought I would be regarded not ns a fool for Christ's sake, but 
merely foohsh 

But the Dean went on, “I think this thmg is going to be a 
miracle I wondered all along who would do something for Bill 
and I beheve you’re the fellow ” 

Isaid,“No That’s not myjob Ithmkthat’sthcjoboftheLiving 
God ” 

“But I would like to have a part m it,” said the Dean, “and pay 
for Bill’s journey 

So we started out for Toronto with seventeen students. Bill 
Pickle and myself I can still see that morning on that little station 
Bill wore the beaver hat, Icgguigs and a stock which made me 
think of a poodle’s legs crossed In his hand was a scuffed little 
imitation aUigator-skin bag 

Now what were the reasons whv Bill went on that tnp’ There 
were five (a) he wanted the tnp, (e) he heard the liquor was good 
in Toronto , (c) he wanted the fi^owship, (d) he wanted to see what 
Toronto was like, and the fifth, which I didn’t find out until we 
reached Toronto— he thought I would buy him a fur overcoat to 
match the hat 

On the tram 1 suggested we might have something to eat For 
some reason Bill was against food He was planning how to get a 
drink when we got to the first junction Among the party of 
seventeen he recognised one of the students to whom he used to 
sell liquor His nickname was Bonehead He was one of those 
fellows who used to be a big dnnket and now was president of the 
Chnstian Association and really stood for something in the Uni- 
versity At thejunenon Bonehead, closely followed by Bill, made 
for the swinging doors Then he saw there was no dining-room 
but only a bar 

‘Saj.BiIl, said Bonehead, this is no place for us 
Bill argued with him but Bonehead resisted, and by being firm, 
as Bill later said he laid the foundation stone of Bill's Chnstian 
life Together they went to the dining-room When I arrived there 
1 foimd BiU sitting quiet}} }isviags fvi\ mea) 
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At the next junction point Bill kneu the places where there was 
liquor, bur b) now herdfcverjbodj had their c) c on him Hase 
y ou c\ cr had that feeling ' Ever> bod> looking at > ou, but nobod) 
IS Wcli, that’s }OUr consacncc 
Tlic next meal w as on the train Bill and I had one of those seats 
just for n\o One of the men who used to be an agnosne ga\c 
thanks for the food When agnostics change, rhc) do wonderful 
tlungs I would never have done It 
Then Bill said sudden!), “That fel/ow spoiled m) mca! ’’ At 
first I thought he meant the coloured w alter who had serv cd him, 
but Bill said, “That fellow thanked the Lord for his food M) 
mother used to do it, bur I didn’t know people did it an) more 
We never thank the Lord for ours ’’ 

We reached Niagara Falls and there ihc blow fell He found we 
were going to spend the night m a Temperance hotel I hadn’t 
arranged it Bill dug his heels m and said he would not sta) at any 
Temperance hotel Hedidn’tscchowanj man could make it pa) 
w ithout a bar And w hat w ould Bill’s friends sa) if the) heard he 
had slept in a Temperance hotel’ 

'Don’t worr) about a httic thing like that,” 1 said, “let’s go 
upstairs and turn m “ 

I suggested a bath 

Bill said, “A bath’ ’ and glared at me over his w aims moustache 
“Dojouwantme ro catch m) death of cold’’’ 

“No, Bill ” 

“Don’t)'ou know, ’’ hewent on, “dowTi our wa) \%csew up in 
November and don’t unsew again until March ” 

I didn’t press the point He put on his nightgown over his red 
flannel underwear Unfortunate!) he had to sleep m a folding bed 
He was a httle suspiaous of it, but finally got m 

I came back into the room again and said, “Bill, we’ve for- 
gotten something We\ e forgotten to pray ’ 

‘ I can’c do them things,” said Bilk 
‘TU help ) ou,*’ I said 

Bill got slowl) out of bed and on to h« knees, 

‘ You begin,’’ said Bill 
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Our Pathcr I began 
Our Fuller said Bill 
Who art m Heaven 1 said 
Who art m Heaven continued Bill 
All of a sudden Dill said I used to know tint 
Of course V oil did I said It s a prayer a great many people 
pray 

Bill said You lead along and 1 11 follow 
So that s the way vve managed the Lord s Prayer Andvveweiit 
to bed 

Ne\t nionung to my intense surprise on the railroad platform 
what did I see but B s luggage plastered all over w ith Niagara 
Falls Temperance Hotel stickers Tlierc were even five on the 
handle B accused me I said No Bill played possum Later he 
owned up Bill was feeling at ease with the students so much that 
he could play with them Tlie wall which separated Bill socially 
from them vvas already breaking down And Bill used to say that 
was the only money he spent on the tnp 1 give the porter 
tw enty five cents to put those suckers on 
We got settled m our hotel in Toronto I proposed we go to 
thcmcctinginthcaftcmoon TlicGovcmor General was presiding 
and SIX thousand people were going 
No said Bill 

What arc y ou going to do’ I si d 

I heir that fur is cheaper in Canada than in Anicnca said Bill 
and I think 1 want to go out and look at fur overcoats 
That s a good idea B II but 1 think vve ought to go to this 
meeting first 

1 11 go on one condition he said 1 U $ t in the back seat if 
you 11 sit with me 

How many people are tltctc who sit m church or go to anything 
m which they are not overly interested and sit m the back row 
But of course this doesn t ipply to anybody here ' 

Bill wasn t a bit uiterested in the first speaker He spent his time 
counting up the number of people present to sec if I d told the 
truth about six thousand people being there Qii te a lot of people 
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sjt m church fu;unnc up the >vcck sprofits \vhilc waitmj; Tor the 
scr\ ICC to end SoI3iil warn t sodifilruit Ihithcdidn tcountlong 
He soon found tlicrc was i good)) nonihcr there 
The second spcihcr w as a coloured man That interested him 
Rill said Wh) that man was so black that charcoal would 
have made a white mark on him 
He told a stor> of foster parents and a foster-child and a foster 
grandchild and how the grandchild disowned the parents Bill 
was nodding or vigorous)) shaking his head al) the nmc Ever) 
wordwaslntniig him between thcc)es because that too was the 
stor) ofhisfamd) Billlcftthcmectingwithmc 

Frank he said did vou tell that speaker about me 
I said No Bill 

We w ent back to our lirtlc simng room and the nineteen of us 
had a little gathering and Bill said to me I want to sa) some 
thing 

Go ahead Bill t said 

He got up as if lie liad been shot out of a cannon I m an old 
man of sixty two and I \e deeded to change m> life I have 
grandchildren and I can t bear to think of them turning on their 
grandfather hkc that foster-child because all my hfe I ve been 
disobedient to my Heavenly Father Old Bill will be a different 
man Then he vv ent out brckomng me to follow him 

Frank I want you to sit down and I want jou to wntc to the 
old woman he said 

The old woman vv as Mrs PjcUc and she vv as a vv onderful soul 
a heart of gold and what a cook ' 

Soon after vve set out for home We got back to the station 
where Bonehcad went to the nght door Its amazing how fast 
news travels We were just getting off the train Bill was sail on 
the steps and I vvasjust back of hun and there was a hquor mis- 
sionary Bill s old mends had heard what had happened and had 
brought along two botdes of the best Whatever else happened 
they wanted to take Bdl home drunk They handed Bill the first 
bottle Bill took it and let it shp through his fingers on to the bnck 
floor The next attempt was mote subtle They pulled the cork of 
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l!ic second bottle and licld it tmder Bill s nose s i tliat he could 
smell It Bill t»a\c a quick tap to the tempters wrist nndigamthe 
bottle crashed 

Now l\c been reared m circumstances where I could have 
liquor all 111) life and whenever I wanted it But there s one reason 
wh) I don t touch a drop It is because of fellows like Bill Pickle 
You don t w m them ifyou touch a drop just that cocktail I don t 
t(.ll 3 n)bod) clscnottodnnk Aii) body can do anything he wants 
E\cr) body has the liberty of the Spirit butformypart Ithmkof 
fellows like Bill 

It s exactly the same with smoking I don t smoke but I don t 
sa) Its wrong for you But Icouldn tdo it because Bill m the old 
days was a regular chain smoker When he changed cverythmg 
just dropped off No smoking nodnnkmg Although I never said 
anything to him about it It is amazing how these— I won t call 
them sms I just call them nice little vices — can sometimes be the 
key to a nun s whole life 

Calossospokcofamovcmcntamongthcpoor Well thatswhat 
we had as a result of Bill It was the talk of the town But not 
everyone was cnthiutastic One clergyman told me he did not 
want Bill ui lus church 

Don t worry 1 said He likes a chi rch where he can take 
part and talk back if necessary 

The next Monday Bill came in 

Have you heard about it’ he said They don t want me in 
church 

I felt as if I d been stabbed I thought this would be too much 
for Bill 

Don t worry Bill Isaid We llhavcachurch ofourown 

BiUsaid That s the funniest thmg I had the same idea 

We didn t have a church but we had nineteen of the local jam 
tors who knew Bill well and we used to meet every Saturday 
mght 

Bill said We want you to come and talk to us 

I said Well it s your show what would you like me to talk 
about’ 
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liill jliook his \salrus moustache “Tell u$ about the Apostles’ 
Creed " 

I said to my self, “Tiie Aposdes’ Creed But 1 agreed 
Saturday night after Saturday nightwcmct Tliej sscrcah\a)s 
there We never had to coax those /cJiosvs to come We reached 
Uie passage, “And Jesus Chnst went down mto Hades or Hell,” 
and Bill said, “Now, now, that’s one thing I don’t believe That 
w as no place for Jesus Chnst “ So we cogitated on a vva) out 
At last Bill saicf, “I’ve got it straight I guess He w ent down there 
to ‘redd things up’ (That is a colloquialism in Pennsylvania mean- 
ing to clean things up J Let’s go to the next point “ 

From that time Bill s influence m the Umvcrsity was a modem 
miracle When the graduates came back at Commencement, they 
didn’t gel tight Bill was their favounte guest and he refused to 
grace their parties iftherc was liquor Tlicy preferred an interesting 
characfcr, so they bad thar parties mthovthquor, and BdJ n as the 
life of the party telling lus old-nmc talcs with new zest and on a 
new plane In the University we had tw cl\ e hundred men in Bible 
class out of sixteen hundred m the University That was a biginsQ- 
tudon in those days, and of course it is tremendous m size now 
After three y cars’ w ork it was no longer good form to hold drink- 
ing parties The College began to win their games, and scholarship 
improved Dr Jolm R Mott came and people from all comers of 
the earth to see the wonders God had w rought 

As for the Dean, he became such a great soul Bill gave him the 
thing he said he always wanted but was never quite sure existed 
the certainty that these things worked out as a living reahty m the 
lives of people He saw it work out m Bill's life and m the maid in 
his home He saw that whole family change and become a ven- 
table dynamo in the bfe of the Umvcrsity 
B was led as a result of this experience along with one of his 
fnends to give some years to teaching m one of the leading colleges 
for Negroes m Amenca The whole college became mtcrcstcd in 
the problems of the Negroes of die South. It was the foundation of 
much of the rural coloured work in Amenca 
I hadn t any part in all this other than that I let God use me 
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Bill wc buned ten years ago It wasjust after the great meeting 
in the Constitution Hall m Washington where the world took part 
in the laimchmg of Moral Re-Armament m Amenca, when states- 
men and leaders everywhere haded MRA as the one hope of 
humanity Bill’s funeral was worthy of his life 

O God to us may grace be given 
To follow in their train 

In BiU s tram and Mrs Pickles’ tram — who is lovmgly and affec- 
tionately called by her own name. Mrs Gilliland — and m the tram 
of those children 

I have come to the conclusion, Calosso, that there arc only two 
classes m the world the changed and the imchanged It is the 
changed who aviU give us the ideology of an inspired democracy 
“Behold how these brothen love one another ’ So, m closmg, I 
want to leave with you the hnes of a poem 

Father, forgive the cold love of the years, 

While here m the silence we bow, 

Pensh our cowardice, perish our fears 
Kindle us. kmdle us now 
Lord, we believe, we accept, we adore 
Less than the least though wc be, 

Fite of love, bum m us, bum evermore. 

Till wc bum out for thee 

O for a passionate passion for souls 
O for a pity that yearns, 

O for a love that loves unto death, 

O for the fire that bums, 

O for the pure prayer posver that prevails. 

That pours itself out for the lost. 

Victorious prayer m the Conqueror s name 
The Lord of Pentecost 
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FOREWORD TO THE FRENCH EDITION OF 
REMAKING THE WORLDS 

KODERT SCIIUMAN 

Eorct^tt Minister of France 

The EDiTORSofthescspccclicslnvc decided to entrust the \vntmg 
of the preface to a man in political life, a Cabinet Munster m 
office We have to admit, however, that thus far statesmen have 
been only moderatelj successful m “remaking the world ’ The 
fact remains that it is tiieir duty, more than anyone elsc’s, to appl> 
diemsclvcs to tins task, and it is to their advantage to welcome 
every assistance offered to them 
If we w ere being presented with some new scheme for the pub- 
lic welfare or another theory to be added to the many already put 
forward /should remain scepnea/ ButwhatMorafRc-Armamcnt 
brings us is a philosophy of life applied m action 

It docs not claim to have mvented a new system of morals For 
the Chnstiaii, the moral tcachmg of Chnsnamty is enough, and he 
draws from it all the prmciplcs which must guide his hfe as a man 
and as a ciuzcn 

What we do need, and what is quite new, is a school where, by 
a process of mutual teaching, we can work out our practical be- 
haviour towards others, a school where ChnsUan prmaples are 
not only applied and proven in the teUnomhips of man to man, 
but succeed m overcoming the prejudices and enmmes which 
separate classes races and nations 
To begin by creating a moral dimate m which true brotherly 

^Pub/isieJ m Riny -tf Afj j- XSU® 
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muty can flounsh over-arching all that today tears the world 
apart — that is the immediate goal 
The acquisition of wisdom about men and their affairs by brmg 
ing people together in public assembhes and personal encounters 
— that is the means employed 

To provide teams of teamed men ready for the service of the 
state apostles of reconciliation and builders of a new world that 
IS the beginning of a far reachmg transformation of soaety in 
which durmg fifteen war ravaged years the first steps have 
already been made 

It IS not a question of a diangc of pohey it is a question of 
changmg men Democracy and her freedoms can be saved only 
by the quahty of the men who speak m her name 
That IS what Dr Buchman expresses m simple and movmg 
words He has declared war on matenabsm and mdividuahsm 
twm generators of our sdhsh divisions and social injustices 
May he be heard and followed more and more in all nations of 
the world by those who today sail dash m fratnadal hatred 
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DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE 
SPEECHES 

I 

DR D n STREtTER AND THE OXFORD GROUP 


Dr D H Streeter, Proi^st 0/ the Queen’s CcHegi, Oxford one of 
Europe's outstanding scholars u ith a u ide knowledge of u arid affairs 
especially «« India China and Japan, 11 as one of the Senior nitinhrs of 
the University who attendtd the 1934 Asseinhh in Oxford Speaking 
before man) cfhis colleagues at a meeting of tfie Assembly 111 Oxford 
Ton It Hall in July, 1934, hi said 

1 HAVE BEEN watching this movement more particularly during 
the last tsvo nncl a halfyears Hitlicrto my attitude towards it has 
been what diplomatists call "a benevolent neutrality" In speaking 
to some of my friends I have compared this attitude to that taken 
up towards the early Church by Gamaliel — that most amiable of 
the Phansces 

The reason I have come here tonight is to sa j publicly that I have 
deaded that I ought now to cease from an attitude of benevolent 
neutrality towards what I have come to believe is the most impor- 
tant religious movement of today 
Dunng these same last two and a half years I have been also 
watching tlie world situation and have IHt it becoming more and 
more one full of depression fuUofdespair There is a great deal of 
goodwill, but there is not enough of it to solve our tremendous 
problems — war, class war, econoimc breakdown 

This movement seems to be able, not merely to change some 
bad people into good, but also to give new heart and a new courage 
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and a new sense ofdircctton to those who ate already men of good- 
mil. That is why I have come to the conclusion that m an age of 
gross mg ssorld despair it is my duty toassoaatc myself ssnth this 
mos’cmcnt. 

May I add that I come to the Group, not as a person svith per- 
haps some little reputanon m his ossm sphere of study, or as the 
head of an Oxford College , I come as one who has already learned 
something from the Group, and hopes to learn more, and svho 
hopes that by so doing he may be ofa little more use than might 
otnerssnse Ins c been the ease 


n 

Dr Stricter pnpared the slateinent tn Ovford a few weeks 

before his death w an aeroplane accidiiii in Switzerland in September, 
1937 

I WAS DRAWN to the Oxford Group not primarily by failure to 
meet personal or family problems (though, smee coming into it I 
have got much help in regaed to such problems), but by my des- 
pair of the svorld situation The more I have seen of the trend of 
things, the less grounds I have found for hope 

1 ssas one of those svho expected much from the League of 
Nauons, and from the various prefects started smee the war for 
dcalmg svith economic conflict and soaal reform These thmgs arc 
faihng humanity, not from any imperfection m the machmery, 
but from the lack, of sufhaent goodwill in the mass of manlond 
and m their leaders to make such machmery svork 
I sasv hosv largely the moral energies of Christianity were 
dcmobihscd, partly through dificreiices of opinion on pomts of 
doctrme or church organisation, but still more by fulure to realise 
m actual hfe the rehgious and moral ideals which Christians are 
unanimous m professmg 

The Oxford Group is recalluig the churches to their proper task 
of savmg the souls of nations as well as indisnduals, it competes 
with no Christian dtnwnsnatson though it aspires to rewn^ all 
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liy 1934 I had sccii cnouc;li of die Group to realise that it uas 
making bad men good and good men berrer more rapidly and on 
a more international scale than anj other movement And I 
deaded ihatitnas ni) clear dut) fo step into the boat and handle 
in oir instead ofcontinumg to shout from the tow path a judicious 
mivture of cntiasm and encouragemenr 
I \\ ent w ith the Group to Denmark three times, and what I saw 
there com meed me that the movement was not mcrcl) an instru- 
ment of moral rebirth and psychological liberaaon formdividuals, 
but was capable of moving nations as such by initia tinga new men- 
tal attitude in economic and polmcal conflicts 
Evidence accumulated of die cflcct on the conduct ofeverjday 
life We heard, for example, ofa rise m the standard of commeraal 
honesty in certain arcles m the capital, ofa readiness m leading 

f iolmoans to approach the discussion ofbumme economic probl- 
ems in a spint offnendly and consirucuvc conference rather than 
m one of party bitterness and intnguc Customs officers reported 
an unfamiliar influx of consacncc money, and there has been a 
marked diminution in the statistics of div orcc Thus m one country, 
m the space of one y car, there has been bom a new spmt m 
facmg the conflicts which threatened the collapse of civilisation 
History shows that m ease ofwars, revolutions, strikes and other 
major conflicts, a relatively small weight of public opimon on the 
one Side or the other, or the presence or absence of moral insight 
and courage in a few individuals in positions of influence, has often 
turned the balance between a reasonable settlement and a fight to 
the finish Modem civihsaaon can only be saved byr a moral re- 
vival But for this It would sufltcc if every tenth or hundredth 
person were changed For each such person raises the level of those 
whom he touches in the home, in business, and m pubhc affiurs 
What I saw happening m Denmark can happen m Britain It 
will happen if those who lead Bntam learn to find m God their 
mspiration and direction And Britain, thus led, would save the 
world. But the opportunity must be seized during the penod of 
uneasy respite from major calamity which at the moment appears 
to he ahead 
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HISTORY WAS WRITTEN AT KRONBORC 

•!» article ly Carl HeimL ClettMiictuen in Dagcns Nyhcder 
Copenhagen lO June 1935 

I AM SITTING late into the night and dunking of every thing that 
happened I can sec the whole review passing again before my eyes 
I can sec the endless stream of people pouting in over the small 
bndges across the moats and ramparts 1 can hcaragain the swelling 
wave of song from the thousands of voices rising and falling like a 
sea betw cen the bright coutt^ acd walls w ith their lofty green cop- 
per roofs like a ^nc delicate pastel higli up agiiiist the blue 
summer sk> 

Twent) ) cars ago there was an unknown man who determined 
in God 5 name to change the world bj changing the lives of the 
people who composed it The beginnings were small Today 
Whit Sunday the same man stood m Kronborg Castle and spoke 
through Denmark to the whole of Europe With him on the plat- 
form sat a loyal host of his whole hcaitcd fellow workers who 
trav cl up and down the w orld with him men and women of many 
different nations Here too on the platform were the Danish 
Cabinet Minister for Church Affairs wjtli his familj a declared 
supporter of the movement and the Bishop of Copenhagen who 
ended the meeting deeply moved b> expressing to Frank Buch 
man the grateful thanks of the Danish Church 

Here was the whole castle courtyard packed as it had never been 
at ail) meeting hitherto although only a small proporoon could 
get scats All ages were represented here every party every class 
every stratum of society There must have been more than ten 
thousand people in the courtyard itself and thousands more on the 
bastions a real mass demonstration on an impressive scale 

Frank Buchman can point to the lives of thousands in. every 
comer of the globe who have defimtely been changed through 
him people who now m their turn have been mobilised as hfe 
changers I have heard of nolhmg else like n in out age Other 
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contcmporar) movements have conquered nations This man 
had the determmed vision of the conquest of the world 
Thinh of the other remarkable things thathappened atthismeet- 
ing the disttnguishcd actor-manager who stepped up on the plat- 
form and m his clear nngmg voice read the stor) of me first Whit 
Sundaj from the Acts of the Apostles, the butcher from N)borg 
and the saddle-maker from Copenhagen, who stood side by side 
with the y oung Count and the Dean and vvntnesscd to the new life 
they had found through the Oxford Group, a young concert 
singer from Fmland m her bcauafriJ ga) national dress, who told 
us that she understood now for the first time vv hat the real purpose 
of her singmg could be, and then sang Bach’s triumphant “Halle- 
lujah” which rang out like the song ofa bird over the great court- 
V ard , and last ofall the momentjust after the Bishop ofCopenhagcn 
had pronounced the benediction, when the huge crowd stood 
there for an instant m hopesofgcttmgsall something more Move- 
ment, like a w ave swelling through the crow d, the confused sound 
of many voices, a w oman s v oicc callmg to a friend Then sud- 

denly a few people be^ to sine Ingemann’s “Pilgnm Song”, and 
ever) one stands sull, bare-headed, joining in the smging 
What stands out m one’s memory afterwards’ The vision of 
Frank Buchman’s openmg challenge to Denmark to listen, as a 
nation, to the voice of the living God and his glowing appeal to 
Denmark to become the peacemaker in the mtemational family 
A fair-haired broad-shouldered man, with an infectious smile, 
who stands on the rostrum and sa^s m nngmg Norwegian, “My 
name is Erlmg Wikborg I am a barrister of the Supreme Court m 
Oslo ” Then he goes on to tell us about the negative attitude to life 
m the mtellectual atmosphere in whidi he was brought up, and 
how he discovered a new life with a new will, new power and a 
freedom and a happmess which he had never known before . 

Dunng Professor Runcstam’s vv eight) contribution I sat and re- 
mmded myself that this was the son-in-law of Archbishop Nathan 
Soderblom who on his very deathbed gave his blessing to the 
Oxford Group And hst of all came the Dean ofCopenhagcn, Dr 
PaulBrodersen tall and strcoig burning with zeal to prodaim m 
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as personally stimulating and challenging a way as possible the 
message of tlie spintual revolution which this movement means 
to the whole Danish people 

Li\c out your filth in) our life' hccned Livcit out so that 
It can show others the way and march in step to bring this new 
illumiintion to our people' 


3 

STATEMENT BY THE PRIMATE OF DENMARK 

D the ustof the Oxford Group to Jutland w At ^ust 1935 the 
Ccpenl a£cu daily 1 eii spaper Bcrlmgskc Tidendc pub! si ed an inter- 
vieii 11 ith tl e Primate B si op Fu£lsai £ Da i£aard 

The Bishop of Copenhagen is ui Aarhus just at this time 
when the Oxford Group is daily gathering thousands to its meet 
mgs there Sitong in the shadow of the beautiful old vicarage be 
hind the cathedral he told me what these months have meant to 
lum personally and to the Daiusli Church Ever) word he spoke is 
ahve wth this expcncnce 

Above all w hat opened my eyes to that gift of God whieK w 
called Chnstian fellowship and which I have expencnced m this 
group to which I now belong 

It IS a fact that intellcctuaJs and workers have m great measure 
been estranged from the Church Inside the Church we have often 
discussed this problem The Oxford Group has shown us theanswer 
For many years it has been 3 serious problem how we should 
combat the grosving number of divorces Now w e hear marned 
couples tell one after another how they have found a new life 
The Oxford Group seeks to be Lvmg Chnsnanity That docs 
not mean that it has no doctrine It builds on the accompbshed 
work of Jesus Chnst as set forth m the New Testament Its aim is 
to bring to life and make real for each person the articles of futli 
w ith which his owm Church provides him 
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LAUNCHING MORAL RE-ARMAMENT IN AMERICA 
Extract /rent the Congressional Record, S June, 1939 

NATIONAL MEETING FOR MORAL 
RE-ARMAMENT 
Speech of 

Hon. Harry S. Truaian 
of Missouri 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr Truman, Mr President, on Sunday, Ajune, there was held in 
Constitution Hall, Washington, the NarionaJ Meeting for Moral 
Re-Armameut. I had the honour at that time to present the fol- 
lowing message from rhe President of the United States, which 
opened that great assembly: 

The underlying strength of the world must consist in the 
moral fibre of her citizens. A programme of moral re- 
armament for the world cannot therefore, to lessen the 
danger of armed conflict. Such moral re-armament, to be 
most highly effective, must receive support on a world- 
wide basis. FMNKUN D. ROOSEVELT 

That meeting was sponsored by members of the Cabinet and 
Members of the Senate and House of Representatives, and the 
invitation to the meeting contained messages from the Secretar)' 
of State, the Sccretar^'of War, the Attorney-General, the Speaker 
of the House, the leader of the Senate majority, former President 
Hoover, the Senator from Kansas (Mr Capper), the Senator from 
New York (Mr Wagner), Hon. Joseph W. Martin, Jnr., the 
minorit)’ leader in the House of Representatives. There was also 
wnt from John 3 - GcnecaloCthe Attnies of the Utiited 

States in the last war. 
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The pnnapal address of the c\crung was deh\ cred by Dr Frank 
N D Buchman founder ofthc Oxford Group There were mes 
sages from the House of Lords of Great Bntam signed by tsventy- 
fise members of that body and a message from the House of 
Commons signed by t\vo hundred and forty members of that 
body 

I tiunk It IS particularly appropnacc Mr President to record 
these messages from Great Bntam in the proceedings ofthc Senate 
today because of the presence here of the King and Queen of 
Great Britain and because of the fact that mcluded nmong the 
signatoncs arc men who both personally and ofFinally arc nsso- 
aated with Their Majesties 

This doaifiiciit then (luotcs the aiiircss of Dr Bnehman lU Washm^ton 
{see pa^i. 91) and aiiutuher of the messages ^ iiiehidin^ the following 

fROM MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS 

We being members of the House of Lords m Great Britain 
wish to congratulate you at the great meeting to promote moral 
and spintuaf re-armament which is about to take place in Wash 
ington Unity and peace whether national or mtemanonal can 
grow only amongst men and naoons who become spiritually 
equipped with faith and lose The rcsponsibihty before God rests 
upon every individual man and woman with us and with you 
that they answer to this call 

Signed by twenty five members of 
the House of Lords 

FROM MEMBERS Of THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 

We the undersigned members of die Bnosh House of Com 
mons send greetings on the occasion ofthc national meeting for 
moral re-armament in Washington Wejom you in affirmmg our 
loyalty to those moral and spmtual principles which are more fun 


Given in f II v th s gnjtures n the 0> gress 0 al Rero J 
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damcntal than any political or economic issue and which are the 
common hentage ofour peoples 

‘ There is urgent need to acknowledge the sovereign authonty 
of God in home and nation, to establish that liberty which rests 
upon the Christian responsibility to all one’s fellow men, and to 
build a national life based on unselfishness, unity and faith 

"Only if founded on moral and spiritual rc-armament can 
democracy fulfil its promise to mankmd and perform its part in 
creating a mutual understanding betsveen nations and restoring 
peace to the w orld ” 

Signed by 240 Members of both 
Government and Opposition parties 

Other messages came from represaitatwes of Bnttsh Labour, mdiis(r) 
and commerce The document concludes thts sectwn mith these » ords 

May 1 say again, Mr President bow fitting it is to iccotd these 
messages from Great Bntam m view of the great welcome Mhich 
the Nauon’s capital has just given to the King and Queen, and of 
the fact that moral rc-armament is strengthening those spiritual 
quahoes which are the common hentage of our peoples and the 
strongest bond beewcen us 

Then follow messages from ntemlers of the Netherlands Cabinet, from 
representatives of the Su iss, Danish Fniinsh, Noni egiait and Swedish 
Parhameuts, nud from leaders nt France, Tnrkep and the Balkans 
Fwall) , Senator Truman summed up the occasion with these words 

It IS rare m these dajs Mr President to find something which 
will umte men and nations on a plane above conflict of part), 
class or pohncal philosophy 1 am sure that I voice the sentiment 
of all of us here toda) in expressmg gratification at a response so 
remarkable to a need so urgent and confidence that America will 
pla) her full pan m this cause on whose fortunes the future of 
civilisation must largel) depend 
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5 

MORAL RE-ARMAMENT 
THE FOUNDATION OF NATIONAL LIFE, 

THE HOPE OF WORLD SETTLEMENT 

Q\ THE RT HON THE EARL OF ATIILONE K G 

A broadcast arra t^ed by tf e British Broadcasting Cor} oration 
I December 1939 

Since its beginning here 111 Bntamjust over a year ago the 
call for Moral Rc-Armamcnthasenarclcd the world and become 
a source of fresh hope to millions of men and women 
Heads of States national avic and industrial leaders of all 
classes creeds and parties have welcomed it as the cure for that 
deep disease of tiie spirit from which ovilisacon is sufFenng 
In all parts of our Empire there has been the readiest response 
In the Umted States President Roosevelt has urged that Moral Re- 
Armament should receive support on a world wide basis 
A \ ear ago on Armisuce Day I w as one of those who used these 
words 

Moral Re Armament must be the foundation ofnational 
life as It must be of any world settlement The miracle of 
God s Living Spint can break the power of pnde and self 
ishness of lust and fear and hatred for spintual power is 
the greatest force in the world 
This IS true as never before today 

Moral Re Armament stands for a change of heart for that new 
spint which must ammate all human relationships Its purpose is 
the practical apphcaaon by everyone evcryivhere of the standards 
of honesty punty and love It calls on us to make the Will of God 
the guiding force as for individuals so for homes and nanons 
Surely foese living pruiciplcs have ever been the true strength 
and secunry of our nation and Empire' In fresh and whole 
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hcartcJ acceptance of tljctn now Ijcs our iiioni strength for these 
dark dajs — tlic answer to our fears and to our gnefs, our one sure 
hope for a new world 

In all of us there is that deep loncing, ho\vc\cc hutnbi), to be 
builders of the new world — a world where man can cultnatc the 
arts of peace and achje\c that moral and spmtual progress which 
will alone insure that industry and science be used for tlic enneh- 
incnt and not die destruction of mankind 
This IS tlic same conviction which is so clcarl) expressed in a 
message I have just received from the recent chairman of the 
Trades Union Congress, Mr Joseph Hallsworth 

Everyw here we see the failure of human ssasdom to find 
that super-national plan which could unite the naoons in a 
common purposcforthecstabhshmcnt of universal brotner- 
hood Moral Re-Armament is now cahingmcn and w omen 
everywhere to listen to God for His plan 
As I speak to )OU tonight I think of the midions m Bntain 
througnout the Empire and in other countries who arc striving to 
hsten to the Voice of God From our common obedience to His 
direction there can )ct be bom a world wluch is free, united and 
at peace 

In our own country ctvic leaders have roday issued a call to our 
citizens which I should like to read to you It bears the signatures 
of Lord Mayors Lord Provosts, Mayors, Provosts Chairmen of 
Counals and other avic leaden from all parts of Bntam These 
signamres include those of the Lord Mayors and Lord Provosts of 
Aberdeen, Belfast, Bnstol, Cardiff^ Dundee, Edinburgh Elgin 
Glasgow, Hull, Leeds, Lncester, Liverpool Ncwcastle-upon 
Tyne, Nottingham, Perth, Portsmouth, ShefEcld, York 
The Call runs 

Today, when our whole world is threatened avith ruui 
we feel more urgently than ever before the need for that 
new force ofMoral Re-Armament which can create a new- 
world, a world of sanity and order, a world ofplentj and 
of peace 
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\Vc caimoc h\ c for ever from one cnsis to another from 
one war to tlic next We seek a hate-free fear free greed 
frccuorld whcrcevcr) nattoncancnnchthccommonhfcof 
all \\hcrcc\crymai\hashisv.ocktodo This uottccurrmg 
cnsis and destruction is the God given dcstmy of mankind 
Amid the failure of human wisdom there is still one 
Supreme Source from Whom all candrawncwposser new 
hope new illumination God speaks directly to the heart of 
every man and woman who is prepared to hsten and obey 
We deeply need the leadership of God led men and 
women who base their lives on the Chnsoan prmaplcs of 
lioncsty unselfishness and faith Such men and women will 
not orily make the morale of the country impregnable 
they w ill today create and spread that spint winch will en 
sure a just and lasting peace 
This new spint must come We owe it to ourselves our 
children and our children $ children One hundred million 
listening to God across the world can realise the words of 
the prophet of old All thy children shall be taught of the 
Lord and great shall be the peace of thy children 
We call on you to play your full part m this highest form 
of national service May our own community be ui the van- 
guard of this advance to lead the ivorld on to sanity and 
peace 

May I add one further word’ Our thoughts go out tomght to 
all who are facing spcaaj sacrifice and danger We are grateful for 
their courage and devotion We pray their labour may not be m 
vain and that their victory will open the way towards the new 
world we arc endeavouring to build For all of us ahke the guiding 
Voice of God is ever available strengthemng and directuig 

There is today a deeper struggle which faces mankind every- 
where — the struggle against the menace of human selfishness m 
ourselves in our nation and throughout the world On the issue 
of this struggle the future depends Victory m it wall surely bring 
that endunng peace and prosperity and that hate free greed free 
fear free world for whicl everyone of us longs 
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THE BATTLE LINE IN AMERICAN INDUSTRY 

Senator Harry S Tniinan made the folhu ntg statmaii on the occasion 
of a special presmtaiicu of fht Moral Re-Armament md istrial drama 
Tlic Forgotten Factor i« Philadelphia 19 Not ember, 1943 

It has been thejob ofthe Senate War InvcsagatmgComnuttec 
of which I am Chairman, to look into the home front situation 
and make lecommcndaDom We have hstened to manj hundreds 
ofvvitnesses taken five million words of testimony obtamed the 
considered view of responsible Americans ranging from the high 
cst gov emment and business officials to tank w elders and airplane 
mcSianics I have personally travelled over 100 000 mdes 
Scemg America from the inside m this way has given me 
both great pnde and deep concern. Pndc as an American at the 
magnitude of the effort put forth by both Management and Labour 
Concern over the spine of division which c-Tists on the home 
front — class against class farm against aty party against party 
race against race The forces of disumty m our national life appear 
to be stronger today than perhaps at any dme m our history And 
they arc growing stronger 

Men m industry know of the battle for control w hich is going 
on m many of our major war pbnts Most Management and 
Labour in the country want to co-operate to wm the war and 
build a lastmg peace But there are extremists m both camps who 
don t make thejob any too easy They represent an alien philo- 
sophy of conflia and so play mto the hands of foreign ideologies 
There is only one answ cr to this sort of dung We must start 
now to draw the true batde-lme in Amencan mdustry — between 
the responsible and constructive forces m both Management and 
Labour against the small but active tnmonty who believe m a 
finish fight. 

Ifwe can succeed nationally m biu^mg mutual understandmg 
and teamwork betw ecn the ng^t thmkmg leadership on both 
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sides of the industrial picture then we will not only increase pro- 
duction We uill save American industr) for Amenca and pave 
the vva) for the greatest era of peace and plenty we have ever 
knovvTi If Amenca can wm the battle for mdustnal teamwork 
then \\ c will be on the road towards wmnmg the greater battle for 
national unit) And we can brmg victor) m this battle as our con- 
tnbubon to the peace table 

The time is npe for an appeal not to self interest but to the hun- 
ger for great hving diat hes deep in ever) man What Amencans 
really want is not a promise of gettmg something for nothing but 
a chance to give everythmg for somethmg great We want some- 
thing we can fight for vvnth equal intensity m war or peace — some 
thmg not confined to combat areas or election campaigns We 
v\ ant to feel that v\ hat we are domg for the war effort is at the same 
tune la)’mg sound foundations for the future After our experience 
m the last war we are wary of any programme for making the 
world safe for democracy which tfoes not also mvolve makmg 
democracy safe foe the world Wc feel instinctively that a new 
birth of freedom in the home country is the best reward wc can 
guarantee to those men of Amenca who are fightmg for freedom 
abroad 

I have known this group smee 4 June 1939 when I read a mes 
sage from the President to the aaao/ia} meeting for Mora} Re- 
Armament in Constituaon Hall Washington, I was struck at that 
time by the clanty with which they saw the dangers threatening 
Amenca and the zeal and intelhgencc with which they set about 
rousmg the country I wish The Forgotten Factor and the war 
revue Yon Can Dejeiid America could be seen by workers and 
executives alike m ever) war plant m the countr) There is not 
a smgle mdustnal bottleneck I can think of wluch could not be 
broken m a matter of weeks if this crowd were given the green 
hght to go full steam ahead 

We need this spint m mdustry Wc need it m the nauon For if 
Amenca doesn t catch this spirit we will be lucky to wnn the v\ ar 
nnd ccriam to lose the peace With it there is no limit to what w i. 
cm do for Amenca md Amenca for the w orld 
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THE WAR-TIMr PROGRAMME OF MORAL RE-ARMAMENT 

^firtrr/f/fmThc Arm\ and Nav) Journal 1l'ashinjitoii,6 Alay, 1944 

"Napoleon’s axiom, ‘Morale IS to matenal as three is toonc’has 
been upset The ratio no\\ stands at six to one ’’ This statement of 
General Manhall’s takes on new importance as we make prepara- 
tions to strike wnih an mvasion force Our leaders know that to the 
excellence of arms and training must be added the decisive \v capons 
of heart, mmd and will to absorb the shock of battle and carr) 
through to victor) 

An important factor m budding this fighting spirit on both 
battle front and home front has been the program of Moral Rc- 
Armament. In a report recendy published here, a group ofBntish 
leaders, pobttcal, mdustnal and mibtar) , w nte "National strength 
springs from the spirit of the people In time of war that spirit is 
deastx e, and it wall be no less needed in the ) ears after victor) 
For this reason we, with large numbers of repre$entaa\e aozens 
m this country rccogmse the xatal importance of the work for 
Moral Re-Armament and bebev c that the) should be given ever) 
encouragement in their essential national scmcc Their work hi 
proved Its success m bnngmg to life for men and women of all 
classes the great spmrua! values which are the fabric of our nation 
and for which w e battle ” 

The MRA program was outlined for Amenca eight months 
before Pearl Harbor m terms of sound homes teamwork m 
mdustry and national umty, m a widely read handbook entitled 
You Can Defend America, with a foreword by General Pershing 
This w'as drinatised m a war revue of the same name w hich m the 
next )ear and a half was shown before a quarter of a milli on 
people m o\er tisenty States and which was the spearhead of 
campaigns to build a w ar-wunning spirit throughout the nation. 

Since Pearl Harbor Moral Re-Armament has been credited b) 
compettnt observers sucii as Semtot TTwman and CongTessman 
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Wadsworth wth increasing war production in many key aircraft 
plants and shipyards Senator Tniman said of MRA “Theyhave 
rendered great assistance to the all-K>ut war program by creatmg 
the spirit of co-operation between management and labour, re- 
ducing absenteeism, heightenmg all-round efficiency and mcreasing 
production There is not a smglc industrial bottleneck I can think 
of which could not be broken m a matter of weeks if this crowd 
were given the green hght to go full steam ahead ” 

Maj -Gen Franas B Wilby, Supcnntendeiit of the U S Mih- 
tary Academy, after inspectmg the results of their work on the 
home front, said “This is the arm behmd the army ” Adimral 
Richard E Byrd described it as “the fight for a new Amenca, 
strong, clean and united” 

In Bntam, which has faced invasion and blitz, MRA has played 
a distmcave part m toughening the spmt of the people In the 
dedication ofner war-time best seller of stones ofheroism on the 
home front, Come IVmd, Come Weather, Daplinc du Manner, 
author o£ Rebecca, praised MRA’s contnbuoon m Britain’s hour 
of cnsis, and said “I want especially to thank an Amencan, Dr 
Frank N D Buchman, whose miual vision for Moral Re-Arma- 
ment made possible thcit work ” 

Dunng the four and a half years of war, soldiers, sailors and 
airmen of the United Nations have thronged MRA’s trammg 
centres in Amenca, England Canada and Austraha A soldier visit- 
ing the London MRA headquarters the other day said, MRA 
added a plus to my training I knew what I ^^as fighting against 
Now I know what I am fightmg for ” 

In No^^vaJ and other occupied countnes Moral Re-Armament 
has stood up as an unshakable centre of resistance to the Nazi 
oppression Tliough some of its leaden have undergone impnson- 
ment and death MRA remains a bulwark for a liberated Europe 
We are fighting a war not alone of arms but of ideas The victor 
must be strong in both Cutting dirough the selfish soft material- 
ism and moral confusion of the last t\%o decades, MRA has taken 
the soldierly \irtucs of disapline sacnficc and team-work, of 
patnotism essential both in war and peace, and appbed tliem fcar- 
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Icssly to home life, industrial and national life In this battle MRA 
has cut across and drawn the fire of self-seeking subversive ele- 
ments and rallied the constructive and patriotic forces in the 
defence of the nauon 

Men who carry the spint of Moral Re-Armament inspire that 
fightmg faith winch General Marshall after his recent tnp round 
the world charactensed as our greatest need 


THE WORLD FOR WHICH WE FIGHT 

Oil 4 Jime 1943 iH San Fraitasco Rear-Admiral Sir Edward 
Cochrane KBE presented Frank Bticbmaii with a look from Seruicc 
men of the Allied nations The inscription reads 

To 

DR FRANK N D BUCHMAN 
A THOUSAND SERVICE 
MEN AND WOMEN SEND 
THIS MESSAGE FROM THE 
WAR FRONTS OF THE WORLD 

Greetings love and gratitude on your birthday from the 
world s batde fronts — from Britain and the Atlantic from Wes 
tern Europe Italy and the Mediterranean from Africa and the 
Middle East from India Soudi East Asia and the Pacific 

Through these years of endurance your inspiration has armed us 
to fight on As we march mto the years of victory your conquer 
mg philosophy is our hope — the fightmg &th that wiU brmg 
resurrection to nauons and team work to a divided world 
In our great democraaes you have taught us how to triumph 
over the tyranny of alien creeds and the false ideologies of 
matenalism We stand with you on that world battle line m the 
war of ideas When victory in arms is finally ours we with you 
will battle on to build a sound world morally re armed and (^d 
controlled — the ss orld for which we fight 
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GESTAPO REPORT ON TUI OXIORD GROUP 

The Gestapo nport, Die 0 \(bi^gruppciibc\vcgiing, tras compiled in 
1942 h) the Head Office of the Retch Seatrity Departmmt Ihi dis- 
cot cry of this t26-pa^c doctimetit dimiig ihi Ciniian retreat from Fraiici 
II asjirst disclotid in an Assoaatid Press despatch by the distingiiishid 
American cohiuiiiift, DcIVitt MacLettzte On 29 Decembtr, 1945, the 
folloiinng letter appeared in The Times 

CHRISTIANITY IN GERMANY 

A NAZI DOCUMENT 

Sir, 

Nazi Germany’s dctcrminaiioti to destroy Clinstiamiy has been 
apoarent for man) ) cars, but nowhere has it been more categon- 
cally stated than in 1 secret Gestapo report whicli lias now been 
discovered As this document has received less attention than it 
descr\cs, ^^e trust that you will allow us to set some brief extracts 
before your readers 

The document, which as its title page states, was prepared by 
the head office of the Rcicli Security Department, concerns Dr 
Buchman and the Oxford Group It denounces them for “uncom- 
promisingly takmg up a frontal position against National Sonal- 
ism” m tliat “they encourage their members to place themselves 
fully beneath the Christian Cross and to oppose the cross of the 
s\vastika with the Cross of Christ, as the former seeks to destroy 
the Cross of Chnst ‘Frankly, the importance of the Group lies 
here,” the document continues “At the very moment when we 
(the Nazi Party) arc making efforts to suppress Chnstian conviction 
of sm, which appears to us the first step towards the enslavement 
of the German, a movement is cmanatmg from the Anglo-Saxons, 
who are racially related to us which regardsjust this consciousness 
of sin as a basis for change in national rdationships 

The document further states that the secret police regarded the 
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movement as “the pacemaker of Anglo-Amcncan diplomacy” 
and as a force working “to bring about new polmcal and ideo- 
logical conditions m the Reich ** The Group as a whole,” itsajs, 
“constitutes an attack upon the nationalism of the State and de- 
mands the utmost watchfulness on the part of the State It preaches 
revolution against the National State, and has quite cvidcndy 
become its CTinstian opponent ” 

Speaking of the influence of the campaign for moral re-arma- 
ment, the report contmues 

“If one considers the rumes of the chief propagandists for 
Bucliman’s call to moral re-armament m England and else- 
where, the pohtical counterpart of the movement becomes 
plam die Jewish Western democraacs Nor is there any 
room for doubting agamsc whom this whole campaign was 
directed, bearing m mind the year m wbch jt took place, 
1938, the year when — as it was said— Germany attacked 
htde Austria, with brutal force The Group breathes the 
spmt of Western democracy It supphes the Christian gar- 
ment for world democratic aims The Group and the 
democraaes supplement eacli other and render each other’s 
work fruitful’ 

The whole report throws an mterestmg hght on the Nan mind, 
as well as finally dispelling the widespread misrepresentations 
which have been circulated about this Chnstian movement We 
hope that a full translation will be made available to the Bntish 
pubbe For it is vital that we should understand the spintual foun- 
dations of democracy as clearly as did our enemies and that we 
should sustain with all our strength what they feared and hoped to 
destroy 

Yours, etc 

AMMON LYNDEN MACASSEY 

HAROLD E CLAY CYRIL NORWOOD 

COURTHOPE W D ROSS 

EDWARD UCHFlELD 
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lO 

INMTATIONS TO ASIA 

In October 1952 DrBuchmanlcftEuropcforAsiawithatask. 
force of two lumdred on the in\itacion of leaders of several Far 
Eastern countnes Dr Buchman has tra\elJcd cxtensi%cl) in Asia 
since 1915 and man) Asian leaders ha\c taken part in the Moral 
Re-Armament assemblies in Europe and the United States 
Tlic in\ nation to Pakistan was initiated b) Mr Jinnah on his last 
wit to London and was issued again b) the late Prime Minister 
Mr Liaquat Ah Khan It was repeated b) Pakistan Cabmet 
Ministers at the Caux Assctnbl) m 193. 

Tlic insTtation to India (page 311) was issued b) a national 
committee of eighteen pohticaiand industnal leaders 
The insneation to Thailmd was issued by the Prime Minister 
Field Marshal Pibulsonggram who sent distinguished dclega 
tions to the 19 MRA Assembhes in Mackinac Island and Caux 
The Prime Minister said m a message to Dr Buchman No 
countT) can surMse for long m these (fays of ideological upheaval 
without the practice of Mora! Re-Armament pnnaplcs which 
belong to the East and West alike and to which people of all races 
and creeds can subscribe 

Tlic invitation to Burma also had the wanii support of thcPnme 
Minister UNu Below is given the text ofa resolution passed at a 
meeting in the preancts of the Shwedagone Pagoda which the 
Rangoon press described as the greatest single spiritual event of 
recent times 

The invitation to Dr Buchman to visit Japan was issued by a 
group of distinguished pohucal industrial and labour leaders 
Dr Buchman s visit to the Far East began avith an As an Assembly 
in Ceylon on the mvitanon of the Prime Munster Members of 
the Cabinet and other leaders of the cxiuntry 
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INVITATION TO CEYLON 


The mtion*: of Asia man) ofvvhicli have within i f(.\v years 
entered upon a new phase of independence require unLniitcd 

S ortuniC) to develop a sound democratic W3) of life The) need 
meal aid they need almost every matenal resource Their 
most urgent requirement is peace But cveryw here nations, w hose 
spmtual and cultural traditions compel them to seek the peaceful 
solution of problems fear and prepare for war 

Our great spmtual leaders have taught that men will turn from 
pndc, hate and violence — creaton of division and destroyers of 
peace, only if moral force, channelled m ev cry avenue of life 
quickens nght thought and action mdmdually and nanonally All 
who pursue this path muse welcome the evidence of rcconcihation 
in famihcs and indusmes, between ebss and class between nation 
and naaon that attends the work of Moral Re-Armament 
Democracy, when absolute moral standards arc emhnned at its 
heart, makes a stronger appeal than materialism and has the 
answer to exploitation and want This inspired democracy is the 
common need of Ease and West It can over arch our differences 
and create the spirit that will make peace permanent 
We therefore warmly mviic you and your workers to visit 
Ceylon so that our people may know at first hand the great mov e- 
ment that y ou ha\ c mituted. 


the eon DUDlir SEVVNAYAKE 
Pnme KCn st(r 

the hov a. e. goonisinha 
V£tn strr cf S JU 
SIR oixvix coosrmiEXE 
vrn ster of Homo Affi n 
THE HON H- H. BASNAYAKE, Q C. 
MR lEO FESHANDO MP 
J-m A H T SOYSA 
MR S PARARAJASaCAll 
Piist PrvtJeni Rotjry O b 
AIR Aim MRS JOHN WEIR 
DR C WIGNARAJA 
DR E. J RUSTOMJEE 
MR AND MRS SURYA SENA 


SENATOR SIR FRANK CUNUEZER.\ 
MR S W S D BANDUtANAIXE, M P 
JvTTOT A1 n iwr of HeM 
DR M. C. AL KAIEEE, AI F 
\rmjtfrofLabeitT 
snt WUFRED DE SOYSA 
SENATOR AaSS CISST COORAY 
MAJOR T F JAYAWARDENE, M P 
AtRS T CCNAWARDHANA 
MRS Z DICXSOV 
AIR AN'D AOtS A. D MCLEOD 
ADI B R. DE SUVA 

C3 Jirmjf CrjXen Lab i r Party 
DR AND MRS C. C DE SUVA 
MISS I CDTTRIDCE 
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INVITATION TO INDIA 


\Vc arc convinced that the true hope for bruigmg lasting change 
in social and economic condibons and for bnngmg peace to the 
world lies in lnuItlpI)^ng such practical results as we believe to 
ha\ c been achicv ed b) Moral Re-Armament — the giving ofa new 
incentive to industry’, the change of heart of capitahst and coni- 
nninist ahke, the replacing of mistrust, bitterness and hate between 
individuals and groups with understanding and co-opention 
We consider, therefore, that such moral re-armament of the 
nations is the need of the hour and the hope of the future 
We agree wth you that no one group, no one class, no one 
nation or race is adequate to solve the problems we arc facing to- 
day or to change the course of the world away from unemploy- 
ment, poverty and war towards an ace of sccunty’ and prosperity 
and that this vnll take the combmed efforts of all, plus wisdom 
greater than that of the most brilliant individuals 
The Father of our country, Mahatma Gandhi, has bequeathed 
us an unquenchable inspiration to live by the highest ideals, and 
we are eager for India to play her full part ui this noble task 
We would like you to know how glad we would all be to see 
you m India this winter along with an international team so that 
we may profit by your experience Together we must succeed m 
turning tlic world from cnsis to cure in demonstrating an over- 
arching ideology for Mamgement and Labour, for Left and Right, 
for East and West 


UR S N ACARWAL 
Secret rry Forai; t Dep irf i ent San fdaya 
Samaj IVarilha 
SIR CURUNATH BEWOOR 

D rector Air M a Ltd 
SHW KHANDUBlIAI DESAI 
PresiJtnl of l!e Indian National Trades 
Union Co i£ress 
SHW C L MEHTA 
Member iSun ml Plum is C mmssoa 
SHW CULZAWLAL NANDA 

Depny CInnnan I^ilonat IHaniu^ 


SIR SULTAN AHMED 

rormer ^f<- nber of the Viceroy s £x rmfi i e 
Coaaeit 

THE HON SHW CHANDRA BHAL 

Cliamat Lesislative Coiinal, Uiiiltd 
Pntmices 

SIR V T XRISHNAMACHAW 

Member Aar anal Planning Commission, 
Cfnurmai Fiscal Commission 1950 
SIR LAKHSHMANASWAMI MUDAtlAR 
Viee-ChaiieeltoT Madras Un vers ly 
SHSI R K FATlL 

Matter {^atoralPloiiiigCoimis wii 
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THE HOS %. M PATVAIK 
SpealtT lit eAsifnh!/ Onut 
sinu KRisjrsA prasad\ 

Dttfci!^-C<nml Pi II litj TtlfStipl t 
THE IfOV DR 8 C BOV 
Chrf\fnieT l\ eit lirnsal 
THE HOV A N SIVHA 
n strr e/La''c r Bljr 


Sim RA^tVATH PODAR 
III. stHiiJ I 
SIR SinU RAM 

Ffrmtr O j rmJn fj lie InJan Clidm''er 
Commerce 

THE nOV DR SAMPURANAVD 

M finer eJUu at i Ln t d Pro nces 
SHRI / R. D TATA 
Chi rmni Ta j Ini es 


INVITATION TO BURMA 

At a mcctuig of i ooo people m the precincts of the Shweda- 
gonc Pagoda at Rangoon presided over b) the Ven Sajadaw 
U Narada on 31 December, 1951 the following mwtaaon 
to Dr Buchman \Aas proposed bj the Chairman and passed 
unanimously 

' Burma is grateful to Dr Frank Buchman the pioneer of 
MoraiRe Armament for his message lk>m Caux of 8th October 
1951, and for the cordial treatment accorded to tlie delegates from 
Burma at the World Assembl) of Moral Rc-Armamem at Caux 
) ear after ^ car 

Burma is confident that she will be able as predicted b) Dr 
Buchman to reflect the bnghtness of MRA to the w hole w orld 
cspeaally as the MRA ideology is in complete accord with the 
excellent tcachmgs ofBuddhism 

Burma feels that the ideology of MRA embracmg the warm 
love of the Sun and the tranquil punty of the Moon will dispel the 
dark clouds of hate and bitterness 

The MRA sapling has taken firm root here and will when 
watered with the blessmgs of 80 000 monks surelj grow from 
strength to strength 

MRA has bridged the gulf between the East and the West at 
Caux We hope that Dr Frank Buchman wtU be able to visit 
Burma on his tour to the East before long as his visit is bound to 
be greatl) benefiaal m finding a solution to the many problems 
facmg us today 
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MORAL RE-ARMAMENT AND 
CHRISTIANITY IN THE WEST 

PROFESSOR KARL ADAM 

These extracts from Professor Adam s article^ are reprinted m full front 
Vaterland organ of the Catholic party, Lucerne Su itzerland 

So LONG AS the national forces of the West do not consaously 
co-operate, but act in rivalry or even in direct opposition to each 
other, they ^v^ll be dissipated into a thousand splinters by the 
gigantic power of Russia long before America can intervene 
decisively So we must stand upon our oivn feet The frightening 
menace of Communism forces u$ to construct a commumty a 
super national bloc which \vill include all the nations as yet free 
from Russian matenahsm and which is m itself strong enough to 
stand up agamst the Eastern forces of tyranny ignorance and dis 
behef Over against the stnedy disaplmed might of Communism 

^ This article which appeared m Vatalmd on 12 August 1952 was intro- 
duced by the following Tditonal note 

In Caux sur Montreux the Moral Re-Armament Assembly has once again 
begun. Men and women from all parts of the earth from all classes and condi 
tions ofall nations and confessions pohncal. economic and military leaders of 
highest importance have once again come to Caux They have come to con 
sider the most urgent problem of today the inner renewing of mankind, and 
also to take their part m bringing this abont There are soil many Catholics who 
have a sense of uncertainty about this Motement and who tend to reject it and 
see It as a watering down of their principles For such Cathohes the well knowm 
Professor of Dogmauc Thcolog> Karl Adam, has published in the Tub ngen 
TleohgtcalQ arferly an exposit on which gives direction for Cathohes entided 
Moral Re-Armament and Chnsoamty m die West The most important pas- 
sages from this long article are here reproduced in extract form 
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jn the East, fed by a po^\crful idcolog}, no Western union based 
solely on political and economic interests can possibly succeed 

The man who opened the eyes of the whole avilised \% orld to 
the fact that purely political and economic means were inadequate 
to meet the situation was the founder of Moral Re-Armament, 
Dr frank Buchinan He did so with the most sensitive insight into 
the needs of human nature and with exceptional poascr and 
thoroughness He further revealed tlic necessit)' for a ntir, better 
and superior ideology to be put in the field against the Communist 
ideology which held the masses in us power This better ideolog) 
would grip and direct not only the social instincts of man, but the 
full depth and breadth of lus whole nature Buchman says empha- 
ticall) “The real problem is human nature The world is deafened 
through Its sms and blinded through its selfishness That js wh) \\ c 
need a complete change of the individual, a radical, rcvolutionarj 
change Awaken the individual and you awaken the nations “ 

The way to rebirth is b) the four standards (absolute honesty, 
absolute punc> , absolute unselfishness and absolute love) and from 
the individual to the family and thence to the changing of whole 
nations “To change the tmnkmg of men we need a superhuman 
power This power comes from God alone It is the Cross of 
Christ through which God works m us The message of the Cross 
of Chnst will destroy all selfishness and in the power of the Cross 
we shall usher m the greatest revolution of all time All that is 
needed is to look to the Cross and hsten to Chnst Every man can 
begm to hsten to God ” That is why Buchman. introduced the 
“quiet time”, a time of turning to oneself, of meditation upon 
w hat God wants of us It is a conscious placing of oneself m the 
way of God’s guidance 

Moral Re-Armament is not, as its name might imply, merely 
an ethical movement, but a rchgious, mdeed in the deepest sense, 
a ChnsUan movement Butitismno way a confession or a church 
community Its aim is to bring back to t!ie consaousness of men 
the pnnaples and bases upon which each confession must then 
build with Its own methods Its only aim is to proclaim to the 
world the old truths with a new emphasis Buchman recalls tlic 



MORAL RE-ARMAMENT AND CHRISTIANITY IN THE WEST 

words of St Ignatius Loyola “Give me twelve men fully dedicated 
to God and I \\ ill convert the world 
Since Buchman is not aimmgto build inotlicr Christian church 
but to re-create personal cxpcneiicc of the moral and religious 
priori from which all livmg religions begin it is understandable 
that numerous non-Chnstians from India Cluna, Japan and so on 
arc among the convinced followers of the movement 
Buchman pomts his Christian and non-Chnstian followers 
seriously and emphatically down the road of self-exanunation and 
personal cxpcncnce and he ui^cs the mutual exchange of personal 
experiences Not mere dreamers have followed the movement 
which within thirty years has grown mto a great world offensive, 
but prominent intellectuals world-famous statesmen and poli- 
ticians, big mdusiriaUsts and workers’ leaders trade unionists, 
dockers and miners men ©fall condiDons from cabinet immsters 
to cooks They all have one aim, to solve the toughest political 
economic, social and cultural questions m the bght of die Gospel 
And It IS aniaang, it is wonderful, how, ome after time it is 
always the simple, clear concepts of the Sermon on the Mount 
which throw light on the most involved political and economic 
problems The four absolutes the challenge to complete surrender 
to God, faith in the power of the Cross of Chnst, and the quiet 
time ’ which Buchman urges, arc basic e/cmenfs of the Chnscran 
hfe, they arc Chnsoamty hved out That is why Buchman s mes- 
sage is in Its very core a Chnsnan message 

One can understand why the Cathohe finds no new trutlis m 
Caux But shaken to his roots he has to admit that in Caux 
Chnstiamty has been more deeply understood and lived than m 
many Catholic communities In answer to the question Whathas 
Caux to give Cathobes’ Monsignor E Fischer Dean of the 
Cathedral of Strasburg replied The first thing that stnkcs us m 
Caux is the nagging of our conscience I believe that outside of 
the religious orders there is no place on the face of the earth 
where so much pra) er goes up 
Behind the religious subjectivism of Caiux tlierc is a colossal 
objectivity, the most objective thmg that exists on earth— the 
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Chnsnan revelation, the Chnstian doctrine, the Christian church 
What gives Moral Re-Armament its great impact and its fighting 
force IS, in the last resort, the Chnstian idcofog>, and so, in the 
iast resort, it wiW 6c the Chnstian ideo/ogy ufuc/i overcomes the 
matcnalism of the East It vvnll increasingly be so as it is organised 
m the Catholic church into a communit) , far more inclusive than 
Russian collectivism a communit) which cnarcles the world 
We Catholics accordmgl), art ata moment of dcasion and of 
most senous reflection For we must realise that the matenahsm of 
the East would never have found its way into the artencs of men 
and ofwholc nations if we Catholics had been sufficient!) aware of 
our responsibilities We, too were infected by the worldlmess 
which distinguishes the seculansm of the last centunes 
If the hour of dcasion is to bring about a rebirth of Chnsdamty 
in the West then the first tiung is a rebmh of the laity m the Church 
The pnmmv c Chnsaan ideal of the priesthood of the laity must 
shine forth agam with new radiance and warm our hearts The 
pre-eminence of the pnest over the layman should no longer be 
proclaimed in the church so loudly that the other great word of 
our Lord which throws light on the whole Chnsnan posmon 
should be overlooked You have but one Master and you are all 
brethren alike (MATntEW xxm 8) 

Only m this w ay asid m this spint and in no other way will the 
Chnstian West cxpenencc a rebirth Beyond all moral preachment 
and clencahsm in the name of Christ and m the might of our free- 
dom, and m the face of the cruellest tyrann) and the most senseless 
system ever known we will create a wta sancta a community of 
love which no devil and no demon will destroy 
The hour strikes m which all Chnstian communities in the face 
of the Russian danger stretch out the hand to each other and unite 
if not m a imion of faith )ct m a uiuon of love, for courageous 
defence against the barbansm of the East Chnstiamty will protect 
the "West from the powers of darkness Chnstiamty is Chnst 
Chnst will not die Chnst lives for all etermty 
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MORAL RE-ARMAMENT AWAKENS 
THE MODERN MAN 

BY PROFESSOR DR WERNER SCHOLLGEN 


Professor of Cntlwltc Theology Umversity of Bonn From a 
chapter in Jus book Aktuelle Moralptobleme^ [Moral Problems 
of Today) 

The movement for Moral Re-Armament has already attracted 
attention in Catholic circles, pro and con is being sharply formu 

lated Yet it seems to me no really clear and straightforvvard pic 

ture exists of it There is plenty of literature of all sorts about it 
This, however, is soil quite inadequate since Moral Re-Armament 
does not set out to be either a philosophical or a dogmatic system 
but to be a relig.o-ethical way of bfe of a purely pracdcal nature 
Of courte such a way of bfe leads beyond .iself to mtellecml con 
elusions and unquestionably contains within itself a very 
concept of the world . . ►. ,i- 

One of the characteristics of Moral * 

refuses to formulate this intellectual side of its wot P 

It refers each person to his own tehgious 'r 'a' 

tays-and it says it with tmcon.ptoimsujg "ff°7 

can he part of Moral Re-Armament who 

dom of the mdmdual and with tt the “m 

and for moral and reheioas commitment 

sees Its speaal task in ” to see the forgotten 

Sn'ld m“deTa"nS".htough^i^ man s conscienu that 
he live out His good svill 

. P..bl„hta bv Pmno, Verlm n,mel W Ser»n.l>w WSS 
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How IS It possible to nchicvc this scemingl) incrcdibl) difficult 
task.' Its solution, jfwc arc to belies c some of the thconsts lies 
beyond whole raountam ranges of problems and difficulties 
Whoever has had close contact with the fnends of Moral Re- 
Armament, and certainly anyone who has had the chance of taking 
part in their assembhes m Caua^ has ncser heard a single ssord 
about these innumerable abstract problems You do hear, admit- 
tedly, about one great definite obstacle — modem man’s hardness of 
heart 

Not long ago the ss ell-known journalist, Fnednch Sieburg 
wrote an article -against Moral Re-Armament m a \ery densise 
and iromcal tone It has an illuminating dtlc “It is All so Simple ’ 
The tide was a reproach Now it seems to me this reproach, which 
was meant to be so annihilating, puts Moral Re-Armament in 
good company Do we not find m the Gospels, “Amen, I sa\ to 
you unless you be converted and become as little children, y ou 
shall not enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew i8 3 ) 

The message of Moral Rc-Annament is of course, extremely 
simple for the intellect that has been overfed with problems As a 
result It is perhaps uninteresting for the mtellectiul But like all 
truly simple and, at the same tune, fundamental facts, this basic niU 
of goodmil IS that much more difficult m practice Possibly the 
author of that article w ould be satisfied if he received a telegram to 
sa\ that FrankBuchman, the mitiator and leader of the mo^ ement, 
had resigned and turned over its leadcnhip to Thomas Mann or 
some other mtellectual of our time But at that moment the mo\ e- 
ment would certainly also be dead It tvouldbe asifm the thirteenth 
century the leadership of the Franciscan Movement had been 
remosed from the simple Saint of Assisi and given to an 
intellectual of that age, some personality like the great dialecaaan 
Abelard 

How then docs Moral Re-Annament work and how does it 
achieve its undeniable successes’ It renounces mtellectual efforts 
Instead it surrounds each man with the rcahty of a svay of life 
founded upon goodw-iU, the spint of sacrifice and the moral code 
of tho four great truths — absolute honesty, punt)-, unselfishness 
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ind love In Caux, successively throughout the whole summer, 
1.400 guests at a time hve in a gigantic hotel which has only a few 
techmcal employees All the work in the buildmg is done volun 
tanly by the guests This atmosphere, which is the true spirit of a 
classless soaety, is compcUmg and moving In the public meetings 
this spirit is illustrated by the expenences of mdividuals It is not 
dissected and defined or in any way proved 

The great strength of Moral Rc-Armamcnt seems to me to lie 
in the fact that it is restoring tangible sociological effectiveness to 
the Christian moral code It brings about this metaiiota (change) 
and this must be frankly conceded to the cntic Fnednch Sicburg — 
not by tonmg down Bibhcal moral standards with clever and in- 
gemous comprormses but by taking them absolutely, as a child 
would do To the horror of expenenced hard boded practical 
men, Moral Re-Armament dares to call its summary of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount mto four basic truths quite simplv The Four 
Absolutes ” 

This brmgs us back to our inioal question The success 111 fact 
the great success of this bold effort not least among men as ho 
have lost all moral ties is mcomprehensible only to the man who 
behc\ es that Sc Paul in Romans was speaking merely of a common 
facidty of Reason But anyone who wants to take the Apostle to 
the Gentdes more senousfy and feefs that he is taZking about the 
Iivmg Consaence about the Voice of God m the heart of man 
^Vlll find these successes quite natural as natural as the opening of 
a lock when the right key is available Such a man will not com- 
prehend the use, before opening a lock of an academic thesis on 
the Concept of the Key There arc of course, people i\ ho need 
to know about the theoretical side of locks — criminal police 
experts, safe engineers and $0 on But with all the theories and 
even m spite of them the decisnc thing is that a real key docs find 

Its w a^ mto the appropnatc real lock 

Moral Re-Armament exprcsslj tcadics its friends to hsten to the 
Voice of God wnthm and to test all mamfestaooiis of the con- 
saence before God m the so-called quiet Ume All the ob\ lous 
objecuons about subjecuvism the possibdity of decepoon, arc 
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allowed for m advance. A set of entena (“tests of guidance”) teach 
how to make careful tests of inner inspirations and deasions. They 
should be tested by the four basic prinaples, by the individual’s 
own Chnstian convictions which he has from his Church, and 
finally by friendly sharing m the circle of a team, just as in the 
traditional Catholic teaching on Jtscretio spmtuu/n acqmsita (The 
acquired discernment of Spirits) subjective deceptions are to be 
disposed of by analogous means 

A pomt which I consider of prune import is that Moral Re- 
Armament, besides its very strong influence upon modern man, 
can also, accordmg to my impressions in Caux, claim great effec- 
tiveness m reachmg the leadership of the coloured peoples. This 
gives nse to great hopes and mdicates one function for Moral Re- 
Armament, namely, to act as the bridge to a full Chnstianity. . . 

A few points must be bnefly mentioned. The decisive one is that 
Moral Re-Armament rejects any legal or mstitunonal set-up It is 
not a church It is not a sect Noonecanjomit No one can resign 
from It. As a result, therefore, its activity is not duected against the 
churches with a view to replacing them but concerns itself with 
the furthest forward areas of the ideological struggle. It aims to 
build a defensive front of all men of good will, or, as the Caux 
Assembly programme Itself says* “The purpose of this assembly is 
to re-arm responsible pcrsonahtics of Europe and the whole world 
with an ideology which enables them to create an inwardly sound 
and hving democracy, and to forward teamwork m nations and 
between peoples.” That is the official formulation of the Caux 
invitation . . . 

On my second day m Caux I had a talk with a French professor. 

I thought an intellectual from Pans must have special difficulty 
with Moral Re-Armament’s all^edly strong Amencan manner 
of propagation, so I asked him, “What do you feel about Moral 
Re-Armament and why have you come herc^” He gave me a 
friendly smile and said, “I have no theoretical reasons for coming 
here, but I have had a decisive cxpencnce. Just before the war my 
wife met the Oxford Group (forerunner of Moral Rc-Armanient) 
and she brought my gromi-up ^uldren under its influence. All I 
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WHAT IS MORAL RE-ARMAMENT- 

BY GABRIEL MARCEL 

From ail article vi Lc Figaro, Pans, 28 January, 1956, by the 
distmgitfshed Catholic philosopher anti Member of the Insttliite of 
France 

What is mor alre-armament^Ii is nota sect, itiiaJeavcn or 
a seed Those m whom the seed has been sown are changed from 
withm That is to say that they have seen evidence of the hght of 
the absolute and, moved by this evidence, they become capable of 
overdirowuig the barners which separate them from themselves 
and from each other Ac the same amc these men and women 
become radiant and even m a certam sense radioacove Anyone 
who has come m direct contact with them is immediately aware 
of this 

One fact which proves the scope of MRA is that the men of the 
Krcmlm arc troubled about it Espeaally at Tashkent they make 
many broadcasts as a warning against a movement which is undcr- 
niinmg the very foundations of the Conunumst ideology 
Indeed, what more direct oppoateis there to that ideology than 
these sudden changes m the direction ofpeoples' lives which can- 
not be asenbed to any ecraiomic caused What personally mo\cd 
me the most was to hear a Mushm teacher &om Algcna who was 
arbitrarily arrested, subjected to senous torture, then expelled from 
North Afoica although he could have had his case cleared In a 
voice shaken by emotion this man declared that after meeting tlie 
French of MRA who hved their faith and fully recognised their 
mistakes, he had felt his hatred vamsh away and meant to work 
wnth the French to build a new Algena On hearing this a leading 
frenchman from North Africa came to ask his forgiveness m the 
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